



Oops! Wrong syphilis meds in LA! 

SF health officials say they have safeguards 
in place to prevent similar error here. 
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Spring is here! 

Gay gardeners a highlight at 
SF Flower & Garden Show. 
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Going screwball 

Erotic comedy ‘Eating 
Out’plays the Castro. 

see Arts section | 




Judge rules gay couples can wed 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


S ame-sex couples in California 
heard wedding bells this week 
after a San Francisco judge 
ruled that the states laws re¬ 
stricting marriage to a union 
between a man and a woman are un¬ 
constitutional. 

Shortly after noon Monday, March 
14, San Francisco Superior Court 
Judge Richard Kramer issued his rul¬ 
ing in six consolidated cases dealing 
with the state’s marriage codes. In it, 
Kramer wrote that “it appears that no 
rational purpose exists for limiting 
marriage in this state to opposite-sex 
partners.” 

Evoking the state Supreme Court’s 
ruling in 1948 that overturned Cali¬ 
fornia’s ban on interracial marriages 
and the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2003 
decision to overturn the country’s 
sodomy laws, Kramer found that Cal¬ 
ifornia cannot argue that due to the 
traditional limitation of marriage to a 
union between a man and a woman 
that the state’s current laws are justi¬ 
fied: - - - 

“Simply put, same-sex marriage 
cannot be prohibited solely because 
California has always done so before,” 
wrote the judge. “Thus, the denial of 
page 20 ► 


Scenes from a happy 
day, Monday, March 14: 

At top, nearly 200 enthusiastic 
marchers celebrating the favor¬ 
able court decision make their 
way to City Hall, as marriage 
equality maven Molly McKay 
(in her trademark wedding 
dress) leads the cheers. At the 
City Hall rally, lead plaintiffs 
Lancy Woo, left, and Cristy 
Chung (with daughter Olivia 
Chung-Woo holding onto 
Chung) address supporters. 


Ruling fuels gay 
marriage debate 
in Sacramento 

by Matthew S. Bajko 


S an Francisco Superior Court Judge Richard Kramer’s ruling that 
the state’s marriage laws are unconstitutional is already rever¬ 
berating throughout Sacramento, where state lawmakers could 
make history this year by passing progay marriage legislation. 
For the second consecutive year, Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San 
Francisco) has introduced a bill that would extend marriage to same- 
sex couples. Dubbed the Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Pro¬ 
tection Act, Leno has lined up substantial support from De¬ 
mocratic leaders in both the Assembly and Senate. If the Leg¬ 
islature does indeed pass the bill, it would be the first time a 
state legislative body enacted progay marriage legislation. 

“Our justices said marriage is more than a moral contract, 
it is a fundamental right of all citizens,” said Leno during a 
breakfast meeting of Out and Equal Workplace Advocates Fri¬ 
day, March 11. He was referring to the state Supreme Court’s 
1948 decision to end the ban on interracial marriages. 

After Kramer issued his ruling, Leno said he was hopeful 
that the court decision will add momentum to his effort to 
see that state lawmakers pass his bill this year. 

“It is my hope that the state Legislature and the governor 
will recognize what courts in California and across the coun¬ 
try already have - that there is no rational basis for treating 
law abiding, taxpaying Americans who live, work, and raise 
£ families just like everyone else as second class citizens,” he said 
| in a statement. 

<3 His opponents hope for the opposite, that the ruling will 
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■ini'll 


Electrolysis is Permanent Hair Removal 





VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.SUTTERDENTAL.COM 


SUTTER DENTAL 

SPA & SEDATION DENTISTRY 


Formerly Michael W. Blevins, DDS & Associates 


We are Delta Dental Providers. Patient financing is available. 


Secure a mailbox 
with benefits. 


With mailbox services from 
The UPS Store*, you get a real street 
address, not a P.O. Box. Plus, we 
can sign for your packages so you'll 
never miss a delivery. And that's just 
the beginning. 


2370 Market St (94114) 

415.431.0121 

182 Howard St (94105) 

415.495.6963 

82005 Wail Boxer tit, iiic. 528 C 321745 02.05 


The UPS Store* 


Visit the web site for information or call: 

415-552-5680 • www.kurtsf.com 
email: kurt@kurtsf.com 


DOWNTOWN 

450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 
(415) 986-6223 


CLEN PARK 

2790 Diamond Street 
(415) 585-1500 


Z 8 


As I’ve done 
for myself and 
thousands of others, 
let me remove your 
unwanted hair permanently 

Call John Frizzell 

Licensed Electrologist 

626-2729 

For Free Consultation 
www.castroelectrology.com 


AESTHETIC DENTISTRY • LASER WH ITEN I NG 
VENEERS # PERIODONTAL THERAPY • IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESIGN ® INVISIBLE BRACES 


Kurt Wagner 


Couples Work 

Hypnotherapy 

Individual Sessions 

Intuitive Consulting 

Tantra 

Tarot 


BARRY WITT, DDS 


CHRIS BONIN, DDS 


New director at 
Our Family Coalition 


by Kevin Davis 


ur Family Coalition, the 
community-building, advo¬ 
cacy, social, and support or¬ 
ganization for LGBT families, has 
hired Judy Appel as its new execu¬ 
tive director, the agency an¬ 
nounced last week. 

Appel replaces Rocky Morri¬ 
son, who left the director’s post 
last September to become finance 
director of the Service Employees 
International Union. An interim 
director, OFC treasurer Phillip 
Parkerson, led the group for four 
months prior to Appel’s hiring. 

As part of an ambitious strate¬ 
gic planning process, OFC expects 
last year’s $250,000 annual budget 
to grow through soliciting com¬ 
munity input, conducting a mem¬ 
bership drive, program develop¬ 
ment, and expanded political pol¬ 
icy efforts. Appel declined to dis¬ 
close her salary. Morrison’s annu¬ 
al salary, according to a December 
2002 Bay Area Reporter article an¬ 
nouncing his hiring, was $50,000. 

“Let us know what you want to 
see,” said Appel, a former director 
of legal affairs for the Drug Policy 
Alliance. “It’s the start of a new 
era. We anticipate a lot of growth.” 

She hopes for OFC’s roughly 
500 members, who pay $35 annu¬ 
ally, to play a bigger role in LGBT 
family rights by working with 
Equality California and Assembly- 
man Mark Leno (D-San Francis- 



Our Family's Judy Appel 


co), perhaps asking children to 
testify in Sacramento during hear¬ 
ings on LGBT legislation, write 
letters, or play a more reactive 
role. 

“When something happens, 
say the Department of Education 
or the president speaks out against 
our families, we could appeal to 
the public,” said Appel, who 
earned a law degree at Hastings 
College of the Law and has a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in city planning. 

“Judy has a respected track 
record in working for human 
rights and leveraging the law to ef¬ 
fect social change,” said board 
chair Linda Jacobson. 

OFC works on the local level. 
Presently, Washington, D.C.-based 


Family Pride and one Midwest 
group are the only ones of their 
kind doing national work. But the 
American Civil Liberties Union’s 
LGBT division, Lambda Legal De¬ 
fense and Education Fund, and 
the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights, (a few flights away from 
OFC’s office at 870 Market Street), 
argue for many LGBT family 
rights cases in the courts. 

“At this moment in civil rights 
history the voices of families are 
often absent, almost invisible, re¬ 
ally,” said Appel. “It’s mostly about 
couples. I think our next step is to 
really talk about families who are 
also involved in this struggle, and 
show that our kids are a bridge.” 

OFC hosts holiday parties and 
picnics, serves as fiscal sponsor of 
the Mammas and Pappas discus¬ 
sion group, and collaborates on 
events and panels with Children 
of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere, 
a San Francisco-based national 
group aimed at children aged 9 to 
17. 

“It’s helpful to see well-adjust¬ 
ed, older kids,” Appel said of CO- 
LAGE members. Children of 
same-gender parents serve to 
bridge generations, she pointed 
out. Parents who once rejected 
their LGBT children have greater 
acceptance once they become 
grandparents. 

“Kids help increase our visibil¬ 
ity and our voice,” said Appel. 

OFC also belongs to the Early 
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The A5 New Generation Jetta is here now! 


We Won't Be Undersold! 

www.goboardwalk.com 

Boardwalk 
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Phil Angelides kicks 
off bid for governor 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


S tate Treasurer Phil An¬ 
gelides kicked off his guber¬ 
natorial campaign early 
Tuesday morning in San Francis¬ 
co, nearly 15 months before the 
Democratic Party holds its prima¬ 
ry in June 2006. 

Speaking before a crowd of 
about 100 supporters at Spring 
Valley Science Magnet School - 
his father’s alma mater and the 
oldest public school in California 
- Angelides became the first De¬ 
mocrat to officially toss his name 
into the race. 

“Governor Schwarzenegger 
said in his inaugural address that 
he wouldn’t rest till our fiscal 
house was in order, till the people 
of California saw their govern¬ 
ment as a partner. Well I think it 
is time to give the governor some 
rest,” declared Angelides, who 
called himself the anti-Arnold. 


“The California dream is in dan¬ 
ger. ... We’re going to take back 
this great state; we’re going to put 
it to work for working Californi¬ 
ans; we’re going to build a better 
future for our children.” 


Also expected to make a run 
for the Democratic nomination 
are Attorney General Bill Lockyer, 
who so far has unsuccessfully 
sought to keep California’s ban on 
page 18 ► 


Bonhams 

& BUTTERFIELDS 

AUCTIONEERS h APPRAISERS 


Garden Statuary, Ornaments & Architectural Elements 
and the Marceline Burrell Collection of European 
Furniture & Decorative Arts 

Sunday March 20, 10am and 2pm 
San Francisco 



Preview 

March 17-19, 10am to 5pm 
March 20, 10am to 12pm 
The Garden saie previews 
at 220 San Bruno Avenue. 

The Marceline Burrell Collection 
previews at 412 Jackson Street 
at Sansome. 

Inquiries 

Jeffrey Smith (415) 503 3413 
jeffrey.smlth@bonhams.com 

Illustrated Catalog: $35 plus S&H 

For further information, complimentary 
auction estimates or to view and order 
catalogs, visit www.bonhams.com/us 
or call (800) 223 2854. 


Pictured: 

1 Property from Marceline Burrell, Inc., 

The Antiques Gallery. 

2 A French Baroque style limestone fountain, 
19th century. 

Estimate: $8,000 - 10,000 


Bonhams & Butterfields, 220 San Bruno Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94103 

7601 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90046; 595 Madison Avenue, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10022 

© 2005, Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Bond No. S78S8SZ3253 



sighatticah? 

experience relief through 

compassionate chiropractic care! 

FULL BODY CHIROPRACTIC CARE • ACTIVE RELEASE TECHNIQUE™ 
SPORTS & WORK RELATED INJURIES • REPETITIVE STRESS INJURIES 
JOINT INJURIES/PAIN • HEADACHES • NECK & BACK PAIN 


GORMAN ft RIZZO 

COMPASSIONATE CHIROPRACTIC CARE 

415.642.4363 

2762 21ST STREET IN THE MISSION 

WWW.GORMAN-RIZZO.COM 


10 years living and 
working in SOMA - 
and I know the area 
intimately. 

If you're buying or 
selling in SOMA - 
Talk to me first! 



Whitney Baxter Davis 


415.905.0255 X167 


318 Brannan Street 


whitneybdavis@zephyrsf.com 
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Searching 
fora more active 
lifestyle? 


Health Coaching & Personal Training 
from the heart — for the body 



Cody Fielding 


Call, email or visit my website 415.203.8449 
cody@empoweredhealth.com • www.empoweredhealth.com 


Benefit for ‘Sporting Life’ exhibit 


BANKRUPTCY 

Free Consultaion 


Keep Stop 

Your Car Bill Collectors 

Your Home Creditor Harassment 

Your Possessions Wage Garnishments 
Your Sanity Foreclosures 

PATRICK McMAHON ATTORNEY AT LAW 
415-543-9338 patrick@bklawclinic.com 


703 Market Street, Suite 1109 San Francisco 


^ dignity san francisco 

H 

| LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL & TRANSGENDER CATHOLICS—OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS | 

Sunday, March 20 

Thursday, March 24 

Friday, March 25 

Saturday, March 26 

Sunday, March 27 

5:30pm Palm Sunday Mass 

7:30pm Holy Thursday Mass 

7:30pm Good Friday Taize Prayer Service 

7:30pm Easter Vigil Mass 

5:30pm Easter Sunday Evening Prayer & Song J 

| 1329 SEVENTH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94122 • PHONE 415.681.2491 


Get Paid $25 to $100. 
Participate in Focus Groups and Surveys. 

Discuss your opinions on Social and Health issues. 


Who 

People over 18 years old 

What 

Focus Groups,One-On-One Interviews and Surveys 
for several studies starting in the next few weeks 

Where 

In San Francisco and Nationally 

Why 

You will help improve the quality of life 
in our LGBT community locally and nationally. 

How 

Visit our website at www.TheHenneGroup.com. 

The Henne Group is an independent national research company 
based in San Francisco conducting research for over 20 years. 

I THE HENKE GROUP 


SUPERSTAR 


DEO 

THE QrifM CASTRO MOVIE STORE 


AFter 20 REMARkAble Years, TIie Superstar VidEO 
LocATEd At >989 17tIi Street Has ClosEd. 

WiTh Great Appreciation To TIie StaFF, The 
Manaqer & ThE Owner OF Superstar SateIIite, 
We Encourage You To VisiT TkEiR Location At 
474 Castro Street. Because OF ThEiR 
Co"OpERATioN, Your 17tIi Street RentaFAccount 
Has Been TRANsFERREd TNere (UntH May IOtIi, 
2005 & AccondiNq To TIieir RentaI-PoIicIes). 

In AddiTioN To TFieir TRuly OuTSTANdiNq LibRARy 
OF VidEOs, You'll FiNd Many OF Our Most 
P opulAR TitIes Have Been RElocATEd TIiere. 

We're EnormousIy GrateFuI For TIie Opportunity 
TIiat Our Customers ANd Our CoMMUNiTy 
Have GIven Us To Serve TIiem. 

ThANks So Much For Your Generous Support OF 
Superstar Video! 


• pATRick W. Henry ' 


Good-Bye From All Of Us At 
Superstar Video - 17rh Street 




by Cynthia Laird 


P he GLBT Historical Society 
< will host a beer benefit for 
its upcoming exhibit cele¬ 
brating gay athletes Saturday, 
March 19 from 3 to 6 p.m. at the 
Pilsner Inn, 225 Church Street at 
Market in San Francisco. 

“Sporting Life: GLBT Athletes 
and Cultural Change from 
the 1960s to Today” 
opens April 2. The 
exhibit explores how 
Bay Area LGBT ath¬ 
letes have challenged 
homophobia and creat¬ 
ed community. 

Events such as gay 
softball games 
against squads 
from the police department that 
started in the early 1970s will be 
featured, along with the history of 
the Gay Games. Today, more 
than4,000 LGBT Bay Area athletes 
participate annually in an array of 
sporting events. The new exhibit 
is being guest-curated by Bay Area 
Reporter sports columnist and au¬ 
thor Jim Provenzano, who has col¬ 
lected over 300 items from 40 
sports groups, teams, and individ¬ 
uals. More than 40 photographers 
will also be represented in the ex¬ 
hibit. 

Saturday’s benefit will include 
food and fun, and raffle prizes. 



Historical society board members 
Don Romesburg and Leslie 
Adams will emcee a live auction. 
Raffle and auction items include a 
three-night stay at a Russian River 
vacation home, a Gold’s Gym 
membership, and private athletic 
coaching. 

Admission to the benefit is $8 
per person and includes a coupon, 
to the Sports Basement store. 

For more information 
about the historical society, 
call (415) 777-5455 or 
visit www.glbthistory.org. 

Queers to join 
antiwar rally 

The next mass mo¬ 
bilization against 
the war in Iraq is 
slated for Saturday, 
March 19 and queer activists are 
forming a contingent for the 
event. LGBT folks are asked to 
meet at Dolores Park (near the en¬ 
trance steps at 19th and Dolores 
streets, where they’ve met before) 
at 11 a.m. Activist Tommi Avicol- 
li Mecca will have a “Queers for 
Peace and Justice” banner and 
participants are asked to bring 
their own banners, signs, and 
noisemakers. 

After meeting in the park, par¬ 
ticipants will march to Civic Cen¬ 
ter Plaza for a 1 p.m. rally. Satur¬ 
day marks the second anniversary 
of the start of the war. 



Most Holy Redeemer 


ABOUT 


100 Diamond Street 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

Tel. (415) 863-6259 
hwv. mhr. org 



Lenten schedule 

Tuesday, March 15 

7:30 p.m. Lenten Reconciliation 


tStime 


Palm Sunday, March 20 




8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Palm Sunday Mass 



9:30 a.m. Chorus Concert Prelude 


1 J) 


Holy Thursday, March 24 



8 a.m. Sung Morning Prayer 



7:30 p,m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper 


\ v/y 

■ V// 

SUNDANCE 


Adoration until midnight. 



Good Friday, March 25 

8 a.m. Sung Morning Prayer 



7:30 p.m. Lord’s Passion 
Noon -3p.m. Church open for 


I ,^0^ SALOON 


private devotion 


NEW WINTER HOURS 


Holy Saturday, March 26 

8 a.m. Sung Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter 


5:00-10:30pm, Sundays 

dance instruction 5:30-7:15pm 


Easter Sunday, March 27 


Two-steppin’ & line dancin’ weekly! 


8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Easter Sunday 


Isn’t it TIME you checked it out? 


Mass followed by Reception 




God’s Inclusive Love 


550 Bameveld Ave., S.F. at *space550 
$5 admission * over 21 w/ ID 


Proclaimed Here! 


415.820.1403 • www.sundancesaioon.org 


Prime Timers to meet 

The San Francisco Prime 
Timers, a group for older gays, 
will meet Sunday, March 20 at the 
First Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 1187 Franklin Street at 
Geary, from 2 to 4 p.m. The spe¬ 
cial guest will be Diana Gray, a 
program manager with the Health 
Insurance Counseling and Advo¬ 
cacy Program, who will give a pre¬ 
sentation entitled “Everything You 
Wanted to Know About Medi-Cal 
and Medicare.” Additionally, the 
meeting will cover other topics re¬ 
lated to rights and services for se¬ 
niors in general. The meeting is 
free and open to the public and 
light refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call Arthur 
Hurwith at (415) 648-8678. 

Oakland candidate forum 

City Council candidates vying 
for the open District 2 seat in 
Oakland will speak at a commu¬ 
nity forum Monday, March 21 at 
the International Friendship 
House, 523 International Boule¬ 
vard at 5th Avenue in Oakland. 
The forum runs from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. and is free and open to the 
public. Nine candidates - includ¬ 
ing out lesbian Peggy Moore - are 
in the race to fill the unexpired 
term of former Council member 
Danny Wan, who resigned in Jan¬ 
uary, citing personal reasons. The 
special election is being conducted 
by mail between April 18 and May 
17 in District 2. 

Monday’s forum is being host¬ 
ed by a coalition of organizations, 
including the Asian Pacific Envi- 
page 12 ^ 



CREATE THE LIFE 
YOU WANT! 

Do you fantasize 
about having a more 
fulfilling life? Or doing 
something you’re 
actually passionate 
llll about? As your life 
coach, I can help you 

create the life of your dreams.just 

as I have with many others. 

Call today for a free 
30-minute phone session. 
Because it’s your life after ail. 

GARY HUMBARGER 

Certified Professional Coactive Coach 

415.550.7828 

gary@lifecoach4you.com 

Note: Coaching is NOT therapy. 


Check out What’s Hot in 2005 


VG 

ADMIRA1>GREEN 

LANDSCAPfN G 


This time Terry Mulrooney and his team are at Terry’s 
San Francisco home. From plants to paint colors, 
walks to water features, watch them transform an 
outdated cottage to a contemporary villa! 

HGTV Channel 67 
Friday, March 18 - 7pm 
Saturday, March 19 - Noon 

www.admiralgreen.com 

415.750.9002 































































17 March 2005 BAY AREA REPORTER 5 


ULLL 


Gay club goes with Moore 


by Cynthia Laird 


A s widely expected, out les¬ 
bian Oakland City Council 
candidate Peggy Moore 
garnered the endorsement of the 
East Bay Lesbian and Gay Demo¬ 
cratic Club Monday, March 14. 

Moore and eight other candi¬ 
dates are running in a special elec¬ 
tion to replace openly gay former 
District 2 Council member Danny 
Wan, who resigned in January. The 
election is being conducted by 
mail between April 18 and May 17. 

All nine candidates made pre¬ 
sentations to the club, and ballots 
were cast afterwards. Club Presi¬ 
dent and Berkeley City Council 
member Kriss Worthington said 
that Moore, the only out candi¬ 
date who is also the clubs vice 
president, received 71 percent of 
the vote. About 20 voting mem¬ 
bers attended the meeting. Green 
Party candidate Aimee Allison was 
not seriously expected to get the 
endorsement because the char¬ 
tered Democratic club must en¬ 
dorse candidates from that party, 
Worthington explained. 

According to candidate ques¬ 
tionnaires, all support same-sex 
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Candidate Peggy Moore 


marriage. They also support needle 
exchange programs to help stop 
the spread of AIDS, with candidate 
Paul Garrison offering a caveat. 

“My first priority is to make 
sure that people who suffer from 
addiction and wish to become 
drug free have available to them 
drug treatment services,” he 
wrote. “That being said, I would 
promote a harm reduction agen¬ 
da at City Hall to halt the spread 
of disease by needles.” 


At the meeting, several who 
stuck around after their presenta¬ 
tions were asked whether they 
support the establishment of a gay 
district in Oakland. Moore, who 
sat on an LGBT roundtable with 
Wan and other community lead¬ 
ers, said that such a district would 
be a better fit around 21st and 
Fruitvale, where there are vacant 
storefronts. Wan had talked up the 
idea of a gay district at 18th Street 
and Park Boulevard. 

Candidate Shirley Gee said a 
gay district should be decided 
upon by the community. “Do you 
want it? Where do you want it? 
And where are the resources?” 
would be the questions Gee said 
she would ask. 

“I think the idea of a gay and 
lesbian district is fantastic,” said 
candidate Justin Horner, who’s 
chief of staff for Vice Mayor Jane 
Brunner. 

“I agree with the concept as 
well,” said candidate David Kak- 
ishiba, who currently serves on 
the Oakland school board. 

Candidate Pat Kernighan, who 
was Wan’s chief of staff, told the 
club that she had worked on the 
project when Wan was in office, 
and continues to support it. T 


Another gay candidate in Oakland race? 



450 Sutter, Suite 1229 
San Francisco, CA 

(415)982-2250 Most Credit Cards and 

VBDDS@pacbell.net Insurance Accepted 


PROTECT YOUR LOVED ONES 



■ Revocable Living Trusts ■ Wills 

■ Probates/Probate Avoidance 

■ Estate Planning ■ Since 1979 


JOHN R. BRAUN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Certified Specialist, Estate 

The State Bar of California, 


240 Stockton St. On Union Square 

(415) 956-1373 

Planning, Trust & Probate Law 

Board of Legal Specialization 


by Cynthia Laird 


O akland City Council candi¬ 
date Paul Garrison had all 
the right answers at Mon¬ 
day’s endorsement meeting of the 
East Bay Lesbian and Gay Demo¬ 
cratic Club, but declined to an¬ 
swer a reporter’s question about 
whether he is gay. 

Garrison, who works as a bank 
executive for Wells Fargo and is a 
board member of the Oakland 
East Bay Symphony and a former 
ethics commissioner, was asked in 
a brief interview if he considered 
himself part of the LGBT com¬ 
munity. He responded that he 
considered himself part of the 
LGBT community in the broader 
context of the Oakland communi¬ 
ty. Asked directly whether he is 
gay, Garrison responded, “I don’t 
talk about my personal life.” 

“I’m supportive of equal op¬ 
portunity but I made the political 
decision not to talk about my per¬ 
sonal life. I feel black men and sex 
lives are too much in the media,” 
said Garrison, who is African 
American. He then rattled off the 
names of Michael Jackson, basket¬ 
ball star Kobe Bryant, and come¬ 
dian Bill Cosby as examples of 
prominent African American men 
who have been caught up in vari¬ 
ous sex scandals. 

Jackson is currently on trial for 
child molestation charges and has 
pleaded not guilty. Bryant recently 
settled a civil suit stemming from 
what he called a consensual sexual 
encounter with a Colorado woman. 
Cosby was recently accused of drug¬ 
ging and groping women, but no 
criminal charges have been filed 
and he has denied wrongdoing. 

“I’ll talk about the issues,” Gar¬ 
rison added. 

Garrison, who did not get the 
endorsement, said he favors the 
formation of a gay district, but 
said it should “come from the 
LGBT community.” 

The District 2 council race in 
Oakland will be conducted by 
mail between April 18 and May 
17. Nine candidates are vying for 
the chance to fill the unexpired 
term of former Council member 
Danny Wan, who resigned in Jan- 



Candidate Paul Garrison 


uary, citing personal reasons. Wan 
was the first - and so far only - 
out gay member of the City 
Council. While on the council, 
Wan pushed for the creation of a 
gay district. 

In fact, Garrison said he was the 


runner-up several years ago when 
Wan was appointed to the council. 
Criticism followed over the ap¬ 
pointment process, however, and 
the council changed how it fills va¬ 
cancies to allow for special elections. 

There is one out gay candidate 
in the race. Peggy Moore, who 
works with LGBT seniors and has 
taken the lead in organizing the 
Sistahs’ Steppin’ in Pride Dyke 
March, is a self-identified African 
American lesbian. 

During the interview, Garrison 
said he fully supports same-sex 
marriage. He pointed out, howev¬ 
er, that there should be a distinc¬ 
tion between religious ceremonies 
performed in churches and civil 
ceremonies, and stated that vari¬ 
ous religious denominations 
should be free to make their own 
decision about whether to per¬ 
form gay unions. 

“I do support gay marriage 
and domestic partnerships,” Gar¬ 
rison said. ▼ 




#1 in West Sonoma County Sales For The Past 10 Years! 
Gay Owned & Operated! 

Your West Sonoma County Partner! 

Fact: 

• No Other Real Estate Office Has Sold More Homes In 
The Russian River 
Valley For The Past 10 Years! 

• 7 Affiliate Offices In Sonoma County 

• 6 Affiliate Offices In San Francisco 
• 110+ Affiliate Offices In Northern California 

If you are thinking of Buying or Selling a home, land or a business in 
Sonoma County call one of the best Agents in the market. 
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‘Tradition’ tossed 


T he good news in San Francisco Supe¬ 
rior Court Judge Richard Kramer’s 
well-reasoned decision holding Cali¬ 
fornia’s marriage laws unconstitutional was 
the utter demolition of two key arguments 
used by opponents - that marriage between 
one man and one woman is “traditional” 
and that such marriages are for procreation. 

California Attorney General Bill Lockyer 
used the “tradition” argument in seeking to 
uphold California’s marriage laws. This is 
the same man who (until he started working 
with right-wing homophobes in seeking to 
overturn the San Francisco marriages) was 
one of the most gay-friendly state politi¬ 
cians around. As usual, Lockyer wanted to 
have it both ways: arguing that opposite-sex 
marriage was the way it’s always been de¬ 
fined in the state, so it’s that tradition that 
needed to be upheld; and arguing that Cal¬ 
ifornia’s strong domestic partnership laws 
offered same-sex couples basically the same 
state rights, but it’s just not called marriage. 
To his credit, Kramer bought none of it. 

“In its rational basis analysis, this court 
has determined that the state’s two ratio¬ 
nales ... do not constitute a legitimate gov¬ 
ernmental interest for the limitation of mar¬ 
riage to opposite-sex couples.” 

On the second point, Kramer pointed 
out that some states have interpreted the 
constitutionality of their opposite-sex only 
marriage laws as being “rationally related to 
a legitimate governmental interest in pro¬ 
creation,” which was the crux of the argu¬ 
ments presented by the antigay Proposition 
22 and Campaign for California Families at¬ 
torneys. Kramer concluded that there is “no 
sufficient basis” for that finding in the exist¬ 
ing marriage laws. 

“Under our present opposite-sex only 
law, marriage is available to heterosexual 
couples regardless of whether they can or 
want to procreate,” Kramer wrote. “As long 
as they choose an opposite-sex mate, per¬ 
sons beyond child-bearing age, infertile 
couple, and those who choose not to have 
children may marry in California. Persons 
in each category are allowed to marry even 
though they do not satisfy any perceived le¬ 


gitimate compelling government interest in 
procreation. Another classification of per¬ 
sons, same-sex couples, also do not satisfy 
any such perceived interest, yet unlike sim¬ 
ilarly situated classifications of non¬ 
child bearers, same-sex couples are 
singled out to be denied mar¬ 
riage.” 

Kramer then offered his pow¬ 
erful conclusion on this point. 

“[T]he advocates of opposite-only 
marriage have failed to offer any expla¬ 
nation whatsoever for such dis¬ 
parate treatment of similarly 
situated classifications ... 

[Tjhus, the denial of marriage 
to same-sex couples appears 
impermissibly arbitrary.” He also noted, 
correctly, that same-sex couples can “cause 
procreation,” furthering eroding that argu¬ 
ment. 

Kramer, a Catholic Republican judge ap¬ 
pointed by former Governor Pete Wilson, 


certainly has not offered the last word on 
the marriage issue, and while Mayor Gavin 
Newsom joked that the city would not be 
appealing the ruling, the fundies certainly 
will, setting the stage for a showdown in the 
state Supreme Court. But Kramer’s rul¬ 
ing gives powerful ammunition to 
proponents of same-sex marriage, as 
the LGBT community and its sup¬ 
porters embark on public education 
efforts to persuade Californians that 
the time has come to end marriage 
^ discrimination. 

Kramer’s most powerful 
point - and one echoed by 
other judges - was that “The 
idea of marriage-like rights 
without marriage is adequate smacks of a 
concept long rejected by the courts: separate 
but equal.” It’s that bothersome concept that 
is inherently unequal that judge after judge 
has rejected, and we hope Californians re¬ 
ject it was well. T 


vmv, IF WE ACCEPT 
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE, 
HOW LONG BEFORE 
WE HAVE MEN„ 
MARRYING DOGS? 




Are real solutions crystal clear? 


by Mitchell Halberstadt 


A few years back, with queer metham- 
phetamine use burgeoning (spear¬ 
headed by homeless youth forced to 
sleep by day and scavenge by night), graffiti 
in the Castro Theatre parking lot pro¬ 
claimed: “Equal time! Where’s the meth 
buyers’ club?” Now a Bay Area Reporter ar¬ 
ticle describes a Craigslist posting: ”Hey, all 
you speed tweeeekkkers... Having FUN?... 
You all have rotting shit for brains!” The ar¬ 
ticle describes several community initiatives 
against crystal meth - in tones all-too-sim- 
ilar to that posting (and to Frank Sanello’s 
book, Tweakers). 

Methamphetamine users make tempting 
targets - but scapegoating isn’t the answer 
if we ask the right questions. Who are our 
campaigns addressing? Are they likely to re¬ 
lieve our two (distinct) problems - in¬ 
creased HIV seroconversions, and harm 
from a problematic, addictive drug? 

1. If addiction is a disability, messages 
like the Craigslist posting are sheer abuse. 
Perpetrated on those with another hardship, 
they’d instantly be recognizable as unthink¬ 
ably cruel - but worse here, with paranoia 
as an inexorable byproduct of the meth 
“high.” Just such paranoia - combined with 
legitimate wariness (of other tweakers’ para¬ 
noia, and of drug-war snitches and cops) - 
eventually lands the “sanest” tweakers home 
behind computers, jerking off. 

2. Ruining someone else’s “tweak” is a 
tired hustle. Its perpetrators resemble “bag 
whores” who become sadistic as a pretext 
for moving on in quest of the next bag of 
dope. 

3. Scapegoating meth users dehumanizes 
them (encouraging them to dehumanize 
themselves), implying that they’re doomed 
(and deserve!) to die. How about discour¬ 


aging tweakers from seroconverting, or 
from further spreading HIV? 

4. Stigmatizing meth use isn’t new: it’s 
standard procedure since the “Speed Kills” 
days of the Haight counterculture. It didn’t 
much mitigate speed’s destruction there. If 
such a venerable strategy were effective, 
would we be facing a crisis now? 

5. Let’s honestly confront this drug’s ap¬ 
peal. Otherwise, legitimate warnings about 
speed will lack credibility, as surely as phony 
“reefer madness” became the laughingstock 
of a generation. 

6. Tweakers don’t tweak in quest of a 
“wellness lifestyle,” or to be paragons 
of clean living. Crystal’s exciting as 
an “outlaw” drug; tweaking’s cachet 
is being “nasty,” “naughty” - a 
transgressive act. That’s especially 
relevant.when many of us still con¬ 
sider ourselves “sexual outlaws.” 
Whether or not one agrees, for 
many queers, an outlaw 
panache is inseparable 
from a vision of gay life. 

7. Crystal’s “high” 
combines euphoria, sumptuously height¬ 
ened pleasure, and delayed (but explosive) 
orgasm. For a prolonged period, nearly all 
touching is sensuous - fueling a “feminine” 
giddiness in many gay males. Such feelings, 
in turn, can intertwine with gay sex per¬ 
ceived as an aspect of “free love.” A first en¬ 
counter with crystal feels like a rush of free 
love - albeit (with crystal’s treachery!) un¬ 
sustainable. While some might consider free 
love merely part of an adolescent formula¬ 
tion of gay sexuality (obsolescent with ma¬ 
turity), for many queers that issue’s far from 
settled - and no, a scapegoat won’t resolve it. 
Meanwhile, those maintaining an outlaw 
paradigm of romantic freedom remain our 
brothers and sisters. As a culture, we disown 
them at our peril. 


8. A “Crystal Mess” billboard at the Cas¬ 
tro Muni station shows a sweaty tweaker, 
captioned: “My career was taking too much 
time, anyway.” This approach is the worst. It 
insults those rejecting bourgeois careerism 
and maintaining a hippie ethic (the very 
ethic that declared, “Speed Kills”) and pro¬ 
motes crystal as an object of transgressive 
desire. In effect, it touts speed to a broad 
range of “alternative-lifestyle” folks - as an 
emblem of rebellion! 

Meanwhile, what are we about? Are we 
building a world where, in Orwell’s words, 
“the heretic, the enemy of society, will al¬ 
ways be, so that he can be defeated and hu¬ 
miliated over again... an endless pressing, 
pressing, pressing on the nerve of power”? - 
where [Orwell’s tormentor con¬ 
tinues] “You shall see yourself as 
you are.... Look at the dirt be¬ 
tween your toes. Look at that 
disgusting running sore on your 
leg.... Look at your ema¬ 
ciation... Even your hair 
is coming out... Open 
your mouth. Nine, ten, 
eleven teeth left. You are rotting away... A 
bag of filth...” 

Does this - a precise description of a 
burned-out tweaker! - delivered with self- 
righteous power - sound familiar? 

Or do we want to make it easier for those 
actually living (including ourselves) to ex¬ 
perience freedom and happiness as each of 
us conceives it? For me, that’s the only war 
worth fighting - and the only life worth liv¬ 
ing - a prospect worth (among other 
things) going beyond crystal meth. ▼ 


The author, 55, is a writer, a veteran gay 
journalist and activist; he’s had his own 
experiences with crystal meth, and 
remains HIV-negative. 
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Contest ties should be disclosed 

In response to the Leather column [“Spirit of Saint 
Louis, March 10]: In all fairness (and the journalistic 
standard of disclosure) the columnist probably should 
have mentioned his connection with the Mr. San 
Francisco Leather contest. In his modesty, Mister 
Marcus neglected to mention that he, personally, is 
now in sole charge of this event - having graciously 
stepped in to take over from a committee of leather- 
folk who retired this January. (According to the city 
records, the actual owner of the title since 1993 is 
Token Diva Inc.) 

I have put on events in this town, from small 
fundraisers to international leather contests, and 
taken my share of compliments and complaints - 
many from the leather columnist of the B.A.R. I don’t 
consider it at all unreasonable for those who have in 
the past supported the contest with contestants, do¬ 
nations, and advertisements in the contest program, 
who have reported on the contest, volunteered at the 
contest, etc. to feel a certain right to comment on how 
the event is conducted. What Mister Marcus does, 
however, with all these offers to help, suggestions, sup¬ 
port, or critiques is entirely his responsibility. 

Personally, I wish him all the luck in the world. It 
is never easy to be in the hot seat, but it is under¬ 
standably more difficult trying to fill the dual (and 
often conflicting) roles of an ethical journalist while at 
the same time promoting your principal interest in 
events on which you are supposed to be reporting. 

Robert Davolt 
San Francisco 

Bummed over bar squabble 

As a senior (66) Polk Gulch activist for 
25 years, I feel free to jump into the 
melee over the Club Rendez-Vous mat¬ 
ter of relocation in our area. 

As a co-founder of Larkin Street 
Youth Services 21 years ago, I am dis¬ 
mayed by the tone of their letter, not the content 
[Mailstrom, March 3]. Twenty-one years ago, LSYS did 
not exist. The Club-Rendez-Vous did. 

As a co-founder of Golden Gate Metropolitan 
Community Church, on Polk Street, my job, as a se¬ 
nior deacon, was to deal with the youth that came to 
us needing services. 

I founded “Partners.” Partners did all the things 
LSYS does now, so there is no need to elaborate. 

What I find most disheartening is that LSYS- and 
the church, for that matter - have lost touch with the 
“roots” of Polk Gulch. 

I suggest (and am willing to serve) that an assem¬ 
blage of people from LSYS and the church see and 
embrace the KQED Frontline documentary, Children 
of the Night, which I also co-produced. It won national 
awards, and was a help in getting the word out about 
the needs of these young people. 

There were 15-20 boys a night out on Polk with 
prices for their work. Some just saw it as that. 

Wayne Smith 
San Francisco 

Misses Club Rendez-Vous 

If Larkin Street Youth Services was doing its job, 
there would not be so many kids selling their ass for 
drug money. 

The Rendez-Vous had nothing to do with that 
problem. In fact, the owners called police to help get 
the young people off the street. 

It is a shame that a small group of busybodies can 
prevent the bar from opening at a new location. 

I know David Kapp and know he only wanted a 
place for us locals to have a drink with friends. 

I miss the bar! 

Robbie Robinson 
San Francisco 

More rights, not rules 

Kudos to the B.A.R. for its critical and intelligent 
coverage of an issue where well-heeled power brokers 
wish to declare theirs’ the “progressive agenda” - and 
wish to label all dissenters “far-right extremists” 
[“Guns and gay rights directly linked, say some,” Feb¬ 
ruary 10]. 

Handguns are explicitly endorsed for use by police 
officers. All branches of the U.S. military are likewise 
especially empowered. Last but not least are profes¬ 
sional security services. 

If this measure were to pass, tens of thousands of 
San Franciscans would face a 90-day deadline to sur¬ 
render their arms to armed enforcers. The large num¬ 
ber who are not sufficiently obedient will essentially 
lose the protection of the Fourth, in addition to the 
Second Amendment; as names and addresses of all 
handgun purchasers are on record. 

Greatly increasing the mandate and discretion for 
police raids on civilians is not liberal! 

San Francisco has a lower homicide rate than every 
single U.S, city that has sweeping gun restrictions. Fol¬ 
lowing the lead of Chicago, L.A., New York City, and 
Washington, D.C. is not protecting us. 

Laws granting privileges and power to the military 
and law enforcement; not to mention publicly unac¬ 


countable corporations of strikebreakers and guns for 
hire - this, by all historic definitions, is the extreme 
right wing. 

Goddess bless all of your intelligence! As a veteran 
of the “lesbian sex wars,” I remember well facing a 
near-monolithic antiporn consensus among feminists 
(and an analogous “there ought to be a law,” repressive 
approach to social problems). But alas the debate was 
had and hopefully “gun control” is being similarly 
shaken as a shibboleth. Vote no! 

I am a skipping, Pollyanna flower child who is as 
much a “right-wing gun nut” as this police-state bal¬ 
lot measure is “progressive.” 

More rights not more rules! 

Danielle Ratcliff 
San Francisco 

Former 15er offers differing view 

Re: “15 Association celebrates 25 years” [February 
24]: “Peter Fiske ... joined the club three months after 
its inception.” Hardly. The exact “inception” fades into 
the past but the 25-year figure is based on the Febru¬ 
ary 1980 filing with the state of California for incor¬ 
poration (granted October 1980) - a considerable 
time after conception. I joined several months after 
that, and more months passed before Peter Fiske’s 
membership was granted. 

The article quotes Mr. Fiske’s “recollection” that 
“Back in 1980, everything was very role based. You 
had to be a top to be a full member.” I recall there 
was such a suggestion, but it was not 
I adopted and, in fact, such a policy would 
be a direct contradiction of the incorpora¬ 
tion documents filed 25 years ago, the by¬ 
laws, and the policies that were made 
available in regular communications of 
the association provided to Mr. Fiske. 
What I recall is countless hours of orga¬ 
nizational meetings in which “pushy 
bottoms” exercised their official posi¬ 
tions and rights of fraternal membership. I also recall 
personally preparing and providing some of the 15 
Association monthly membership rosters sent to Mr. 
Fiske listing names of officers and fraternal members 
who explicitly self-identified as bottoms. As these 
membership rosters confirm, the policy applied be¬ 
fore the current leadership or before Mr. Fiske became 
a 15 Association member. 

The article says “several of the 15’s founding mem¬ 
bers were involved with the mixed-gender, mixed-ori¬ 
entation Society of Janus.” It is not explained why the 
reporter made this observation as the Society of Janus 
had nothing special to do with the creation of the 15 
Association. Insofar as the Society of Janus had a 
function in the formation of the 15 Association, it was 
to offer an illustration of how the 15 Association’s 
structure and operation would differ. The relevant or¬ 
ganization whose model and assistance were crucial 
to the formation of the 15 was Chicago’s Hellfire Club. 

The article includes what I interpret as a gratuitous 
slime attack at the founders of the 15 Association by 
Mr. Fiske, “We are not a leather club from the 1980s 
breathing its last breath.” The 15 Association was 
never a leather club in the 1980s. A poster and flyer 
labeled “SM Identity,” explaining the difference be¬ 
tween “leather” and “SM” was distributed by hun¬ 
dreds throughout the world, was explained in a 
Drummer article, and was part of the membership 
package given to Mr. Fiske. Had he informed us at his 
interview he was unable to understand or accept those 
basic values of the 15 Association, we would have had 
no problem leaving him behind. 

Jerry Jansen, Ex-15 Fraternal and Ex-Chair 
San Francisco 

Mideast dilemma 

Very often you cover the anti-Israeli groups in our 
community - that is fine, you have a right to cover 
things the way you see them [“Israel trip builds bridges 
for gay leaders,” March 3]. There are a few things, how¬ 
ever, that do not seem to be well known. 

1. An estimated 885,000 Jews were kicked out of 
Arab lands and their property taken, 779,000 Pales¬ 
tinians were kicked out of a part of Palestine; most of 
Palestine became Jordan. 

2. In Germany, Jews were not bombing cafes or bus 
stations, they were killed for being Jewish. Palestinians 
are not killed for being Palestinians, but because the 
terrorists run and hide and endanger the population 
they use as cover. 

I myself am part Native American, Northern Lako- 
ta. Should the Lakota be terrorists to win back their 
lands? I think not. Yes, there is injustice and I fight for 
all men’s and women’s rights, however, I draw the line 
at terrorism, which is 100 percent wrong for anyone. 
There is no justification for the deliberate killing of 
civilians just to terrorize them, whether that be indi¬ 
viduals or governments. 

I support a Palestinian state, once they stop ter¬ 
rorism. And I am planning to attend World Pride in 
Israel in August. 

John Schluter 
Redwood City, California 




"What a gift the Gods to give us- 
to see ourselves as others see us." 

Monarch Bear Institute 

(415) 241-9855 

Rodney G. Karr, Ph.D. 

Licensed psychologist #PSY6906 

25 years of experience 


See your star qualities and leam 
how to enhance them. We utilize 
video-taped sessions of you to 
help you improve your self pre¬ 
sentation, to be more attractive, 
more successful, more powerful 
and self-confident in your 
relationships, career and life! 


Gay Men’s 
Effectiveness 
Group 
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www.gaypsychologist-sf-contracosta.org 
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Barry Schneider, Esq. 
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Carl Wolf 
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LipoTherapeutics 

with locations in San Francisco and Oakland, offers 
mesotherapy and Botox™ 


Mesotherapy 

is a non-surgical treatment that breaks 
down fat and cellulite from any area of 
the body, leaving you with a trimmer 
physique. Results are usually visible after 
only three sessions and six are needed 
for 95% effectiveness. 


Our Botox™ treatments 
are the lowest in the Bay Area at 
$150/treatment area and administered 
only by board-certified physicians. 


Dr. Gescuk, CEO of 
LipoTherapeutics, 

holds an A.B. from Harvard university and both a 
Ph.D. in Pharmacology and a medical Degree from 
the Boston University School of Medicine 


V 


1-800-488-0868 

www.LipoTherapeutics.com 
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NEW RATES 
NEW SAUNA 



“HIV Nutrition Forum” 

Discussion of Current Topics in HIV Nutrition 
And Body Composition Testing (B.I.A.) 

With: 

Margaret Davis, R.D. 

HIV-Experienced Nutritionist 
Will answer your questions/comments on 
Supplements, Medication/Nutrient Interactions, 
Lipodystrophy, Exercise and other pertinent concerns 
you may have regarding Nutrition in HIV. 

Date: March 29, 2005 

Time: 5pm-7pm 

Location: 501 Castro Street 2nd Floor 
(At 18th and Castro Bank Of America Building) 

Please RSVP to: Jon Gale at 415-307-3900 
Space is limited / Refreshments will be provided. 

Sponsored by Savient Pharmaceuticals and Pharmacare 
Specialty Pharmacy 


HRC pours another 


by Dale Carpenter 


JMHi here’s nothing wrong with 
^ Democrats heading gay- 
§1 rights groups, even in this 
Republican age. But the Human 
Rights Campaign’s new leader, Joe 
Solmonese, is among the most 
partisan Democrats ever hired by 
a “nonpartisan” national gay po¬ 
litical group. While he may sur¬ 
prise us, Solmonese starts with a 
huge deficit in credibility and 
influence in Washington, D.C. 
That’s bad for the move¬ 
ment. 

With the federal 
government now firmly 
in the grips of conservative 
Republicans, HRC continues 
to move left. Last 
year HRC made 
error after error in 
this vein: appointing 
as its executive director Cheryl 
Jacques, a Massachusetts Democ¬ 
ratic legislator whose tenure lasted 
barely longer than the process to 
select her; endorsing John Kerry 
for president so early it lost any 
hope to influence his campaign; 
backing transgender inclusion in 
a federal employment law that 
would kill the bill; and endorsing 
a Democratic challenger over 
Arlen Specter, a senior gay-friend¬ 
ly Republican who’s now chair¬ 
man of the critically important 
Senate Judiciary Committee. And 
now Solmonese. 

Not long ago HRC was man¬ 
aged competently and smartly, 
growing in size and power. In the 
1990s and continuing through 
2003, under the leadership of Eliz¬ 
abeth Birch, HRC could usually be 
counted on to represent the whole 
gay community, including Repub¬ 
licans and independents. Its lob¬ 
bying, its rhetoric, and its hiring 
of staff reflected a reality obvious 
to all but the most obtuse: that gay 
equality will never be secure if we 
work only with one party while ig¬ 
noring or blindly opposing the 
one in power. 

While most of its money and 
its endorsements understandably 
went to Democrats, HRC sup¬ 
ported gay-friendly Republicans 
in hotly contested races even 
when liberal Democrats ran 
against them, as when the group 
endorsed Al D’Amato over Chuck 
Schumer for the U.S. Senate in 
1996. The gay left squawked about 
that but HRC never wobbled. As 
the Specter race showed, it is in¬ 
conceivable that HRC would take 
a similar stand today. 

Prior to coming to HRC, Sol¬ 
monese worked exclusively to 


elect Democratic candidates. Ac¬ 
cording to Federal Election Com¬ 
mission records obtained by gay 
activist Michael Petrelis, Sol¬ 
monese has donated thousands of 
dollars to Democratic candidates 
but not one dime to any Republi¬ 
can, no matter how pro-gay. 

Solmonese spent the last 12 
years working for Emily’s List, a 
fundraising group devoted solely 
to electing female Democratic 
candidates who support abortion 
rights. So if you’re a male De¬ 
mocrat who supports abor¬ 
tion rights, you get no 
money. If you’re a female 
Republican who supports 
abortion rights, you get 
nothing. But if you’re antigay 
and support abortion rights 
and you’re a female 
Democrat, Emily’s 
List loves you. 

An example of the 
latter is the support given by 
Emily’s List, under Solmonese’s 
leadership, to Inez Tanenbaum, a 
pro-choice Democrat who ran for 
a Senate seat last year in South 
Carolina. It did not matter to Sol¬ 
monese’s group that Tanenbaum 
supported a constitutional 
amendment banning gay mar¬ 
riage, the very worst thing a can¬ 
didate could do right now on the 
issue of gay equality. 


Perhaps that’s all in Solmonese’s 
past, a necessary bow to the prior¬ 
ities of his old boss, and he will 
now adjust to the needs of his new 
employer. Fair enough, though this 
well-known track record won’t 
help when he comes calling in Re¬ 
publican congressional offices. 

There are more reasons to be 
concerned. Announcing his ap¬ 
pointment, HRC’s press release 
included the obligatory paean to 
bipartisanship. But this was over¬ 
whelmed by an emphasis on how 
“progressive” Solmonese is. (Pro¬ 
gressive is now code language for 
that unspeakable thing, “liberal.”) 
HRC informs us that he led “ef¬ 
forts to elect progressive candi¬ 
dates.” He made Emily’s List “the 
nation’s foremost progressive elec¬ 
toral powerhouse.” HRC quotes 
one supporter as praising him for 


a “tireless drive to create a more 
progressive America.” 

A Republican president just 
won another four-year term. The 
GOP has won seven out of the last 
10 presidential elections. Republi¬ 
cans have won majorities in the 
House of Representatives in six 
consecutive national elections. The 
Republican Senate majority grew 
in 2004 and is coming close to the 
super-majority needed to ram 
through anything it wants. The 
federal courts have become so con¬ 
servative that liberal academics are 
starting to talk about the virtues of 
democracy. In this climate, it is not 
a political asset in Washington to 
be a foremost progressive. 

That is, it’s not a political asset 
if one wants to appeal to both par¬ 
ties. But that may not be what Sol¬ 
monese, or HRC, want. 

Here is Solmonese, quoted in 
the Washington Post, introducing 
himself to the world as a gay 
leader: “This struggle that we’re in 
in this country right now is not 
just for GLBT Americans but for 
all progressives.” 

Mark that well. Solmonese 
wants to work for “all progres¬ 
sives.” He sees himself leading the 
whole struggle of the proletariat. 
It’s not just gay rights he wants, but 
a better world as defined by the left. 

That’s his right. But HRC once 


represented “all gays,” some of 
whom are not progressives, and 
did so in a way that appealed to 
both parties, not just to the pro¬ 
gressive one. With the appoint¬ 
ment of Solmonese, it is much 
harder for HRC to present itself as 
nonpartisan; indeed, it now bare¬ 
ly pretends to be. 

The gay-rights movement 
needs effective political advocacy 
in Washington, so we must wish 
Solmonese and HRC the best. But 
we do so in the way one wishes the 
best to the unrepentant drunkard 
as he pours another. V 


Dale Carpenter is a law 
professor. He can be reached at 
0utRight@aol.com. Some of 
his past columns can be read at 
www.indegayforum.com. 
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The right decision 
on gay marriage case 


by Paul Hogan 


Editor's note: While the Bay Area 
Reporter looks for a new political 
columnist, following the retire¬ 
ment of Wayne Friday, we have 
invited several LGBT officials and 
others to write guest columns. 

This is the fifth in a series of such 
columns. 

n Monday, Judge Richard 

Kramer ruled that in Cali¬ 
fornia “no rational purpose 
exists for limiting marriage in this 
state to opposite-sex partners.” 
Since the arguments against same- 
sex marriage are breathtakingly ir¬ 
rational, it is comforting to have 
the court agree. This is surely the 
first of what will be many battles 
but a crucial victory nonetheless. 

Thanks to everyone who made 
this possible - especially to Mayor 
Gavin Newsom for setting the 
stage for a lawsuit by granting 
same-sex marriage licenses last 
February and City Attorney Den¬ 
nis Herrera, who took up the 
fight without hesitation. Thanks 
in advance to all those who will 
carry on the struggle as the case 
proceeds through the courts. 

Just as important, Assembly- 
man Mark Leno’s (D-San Fran¬ 
cisco) Religious Freedom and 
Civil Marriage Protection Act is 
making its way through the state 
Assembly. What’s not to like about 
protecting religious freedom and 



Mayor Gavin Newsom, flanked by City Attorney Dennis Herrera and 
NCLR's Kate Kendell, is all smiles at a press conference after the court 
decision was announced. 


civil marriage? It will be amusing 
to watch the fundamentalists in 
the Legislature contort themselves 
opposing it. We will find none 
better than Leno as a spokesman 
for this sensible change in state 
law. 

The Alice B. Toklas LGBT De¬ 
mocratic Club adopted a resolu¬ 
tion supporting Leno’s marriage 
bill at its Monday meeting and 
will be sending it to the California 
Democratic Party to be consid¬ 
ered at its convention in April. 
There, I and my colleagues in the 
LGBT Caucus leadership, Debra 
Walker and Joan Roughgarden, 
will help to ensure its swift pas¬ 


sage. It is about time for the De¬ 
mocratic Party to take an unam¬ 
biguous stand supporting mar¬ 
riage equality. We saw in last year’s 
election that Democrats will be 
accused of being queer-lovers by 
the GOP no matter what they do, 
so they might as well get behind 
same-sex marriage for real and 
make some change. 

Even the venerable AARP isn’t 
immune to scurrilous antigay 
rhetoric. USA Next, a Republican 
front group, recently released an 
ad blasting the AARP’s stance on 
the president’s Social Security “re¬ 
form” (they’re against it) by ac- 
page 23 ► 



Anti Oxidant Force 


What are you doing 

to build your immune system to 
give yourself a fighting chance 
against HIV, Prostate Cancer, 
Colon Cancer, Cardio Vascular 
Disease or even the common cold? 

We have put together a formula 
of 7 ingredients that we believe 
makes AO Force™ the 
strongest Antioxidant you 
can buy. And because we 
direct market, we can sell it to 
you for less than a quarter of 
the price if you bought each 
item at our potency separately. 


Your life cannot 
afford to wait 



Isn't your health 
worth a dollar 
a day? 


Call to order at 888*3 20*5 707 

or on the web at WWW. aoforce.com 
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JEFF CILIONE 

Barber 

4102 19th St, SF, CA, 94114 
Mobile: 415-596-6235 
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Saint Agnes 

Invites you to celebrate the 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 

Wednesday, March 23'" 
9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 


If you have been thinking about going to Confession, this may be the day for 
you. In preparation for Easter, Saint Agnes Parish provides an inviting 
environment for all who wish to celebrate this Sacrament. 

Confessors will be available throughout the day. All are welcome 

(Parking is available in our lots on Oak Street, just west of Masonic Avenue) 

1025 Masonic Avenue, San Francisco 
(415)487-8560 + www.saintagnesst.com 

Inclusive + Diverse + Jesuit 
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California Realty ^ 




2241 Market St 
415-575-5599 
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Foodie? Why go downtown? 


We’re your new neighborhood source for 
fine cookware and gourmet ingredients 


i Cooks 
Iboulevard 


(415) 647-2665 
1309 Castro St. @ 24th 
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Photography 
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A transparent 
disclosure 



by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 


was talking with a friend of 
mine recently, when a mutual 
acquaintance of ours came up. 
In the course of the conversation, 
my friend asked me if I’d disclosed 
that I was transgender to this ac¬ 
quaintance, and seemed confused 
by my response. 

You see, I hadn’t told this per¬ 
son I was transgerider, because I 
didn’t think I really had to. It sim¬ 
ply did not seem relevant. 

I have not gone out of my way 
to hide the fact that I’m a trans¬ 
gender woman. I know that my 
name is out there. I suspect that 
90 percent of my personal Web 
site outs me in a heartbeat. I’ve 
written over 100 columns that 
focus on transgenderism, and 
most of them make it pretty clear 
that I speak from the experience 
of a transgender person. To try 
and somehow “sanitize” that 
chunk of my being would be just 
about impossible. 

More than this, I really 
have no desire to hide this. I 
mean, I did that for 25 
years or so, why go 
through all this to hide 
parts of who I am? 

Where’s the logic in 
that? It just re¬ 
minds me of, 
say, forcing left¬ 
handers to write 
with their “right” hands, or simi¬ 
lar attempts to push a seemingly 
normative stance on a person. 

I’ve got little problem with my 
history. I’ve even been one to wear 
it as a badge of honor, in the same 
way I wear my graying hair. I’ve 
managed to transcend my past to 
become the person I am today, 
and I’m pretty damned happy to 
have done so. 

Make no mistake, however: I 
am not still the person I once was, 
and few people remain unchanged 
over a decade or two. 

I usually go with the assump¬ 
tion that everyone already knows I 
am a transgender woman, or can 
at least find that information eas¬ 
ily enough, and don’t need me to 
throw that out there on the table. 
Coming from that angle can mean 
no need to hide my past from oth¬ 
ers, and also allows me to include 
my experiences as a transwoman 
whenever it is relevant. 

Not every transgender person 
is willing to be so forthcoming. I 
have known some transfolks who 
have gone to extreme lengths to 
conceal any links to a past within 
an assumed gender that doesn’t 
match up with whichever one 
they are living their life in now. 

To be honest, I can understand 


why so many transgender individ¬ 
uals choose not to disclose, and 
even why some would go to such 
lengths. 

So much of society puts the 
onus on transpeople to dis¬ 
close that they are trans¬ 
gender, discuss one’s past, 
and even tell total 
strangers just what their 
genitals are like. I’ve been 
queried as to what bath¬ 
room I use, and 
even well- 
meaning folks 
have asked what 
my name used to be before I tran¬ 
sitioned. 

Of course, if I were to ask a 
random stranger just what they 
had in their pants, I would be con¬ 
sidered coarse at best. This is not 
something one asks in polite com¬ 
pany. Except, it seems, when ask¬ 
ing a transperson. 

If I choose not to answer such 
questions, I am again seen as rude. 
It is as if my existence as a trans¬ 
gender woman gives everyone 
carte blanche to ask for any num¬ 
ber of personal, even intimate, de¬ 
tails of just who I am. 

Let me put it this way: Do you 
let people know you are of a given 
race,, religion, or class as soon as 
you meet them? Does one say, “Hi, 
my name is Gwen, and I’m left- 
handed?” I simply do not think 
that I divulging my sinister lean¬ 
ings are of any more relevance 
than discussing my transgen¬ 
derism when it comes to casual 
acquaintances. 

There’s another reason: for 
some, the discovery of this history 
can be fatal. Individuals being 
murdered when their transgender 
status was discovered is far more 
common than I would like to see. 
It shouldn’t be that way, but there 
are still people who will murder a 


person based on a real or per¬ 
ceived transgender status. 

It isn’t always a matter of life 
and death, but for many, disclos¬ 
ing one’s transgender status can 
mean never being able to move 
beyond our past. It can only take 
one disclosure to go from being 
“so and so” to being “so and so, 

who used to be a_We end 

up as prisoners to our history, and 
others end up with the say over 
who we are. 

That brings me to one last 
thing about disclosing whether 
one is or isn’t transgender, and 
maybe this is the most important. 
Being transgender can so often be 
about taking control of one’s life, 
and being not only a label, but 
being ourselves. And being oneself 
gives one the power to decide for 
ourselves exactly what we want to 
disclose and when. 

It is really our choice as to what 
to say, when to say it, and so on. I 
think that so many feel they can 
ask us those personal questions, 
why they feel they can hold our 
past of more value than who we 
are now, and perhaps even part of 
why some choose to violently end 
our lives is part of controlling 
those of us who are transgender. 

Yet being transgender, ulti¬ 
mately, can mean that only we 
hold that power. I - and all trans¬ 
folks - are the ones who get to dis¬ 
close what we want to when we 
wish, and we can choose to keep 
that card in the hole if we want. 

That is how it should be, even 
for those of us who choose to dis¬ 
close. T 


Gwen Smith sometimes just 
prefers to keop her label blank 
from time to time. You can find 
her online at 
www.gwensmith.com. 
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TG job fair next week 


by Zak Szymanski 


E ven in progressive San Fran¬ 
cisco, with a thriving and 
influential LGBT popula¬ 
tion, transgenders face a 70 per¬ 
cent unemployment rate, accord¬ 
ing to numbers reported in 1999. 
For a city that boasts an estimated 
15,000 to 18,000 transgender peo¬ 
ple, such a figure is indicative of 
larger societal issues, including 
lack of access to quality training, 
and discrimination in hiring. 

Enter San Francisco Transgen¬ 
der Empowerment Advocacy and 
Mentorship, a group that emerged 
from the San Francisco LGBT 
Community Center’s transgender 
steering committee a few years 
ago. SFTEAM, in conjunction 
with the center, will host the first- 
ever transgender job fair on Tues¬ 
day, March 22, at the Center’s Cer¬ 
emonial Room, from 4 to 7 p.m. 

The event is free for transgender 
job-seekers and will include repre¬ 
sentatives from a variety of compa¬ 
nies including Macy’s; the Califor¬ 
nia State Automobile Association; 
the University of California, San 
Francisco; Lavender Youth Recre¬ 
ation and Information Center; 
Good Vibrations; AIDS Flealthcare 
Foundation; and others. 

“We’ve obtained a number of 
commitments from employers 
who will be participating with the 
vision that providing employment 
for trans people makes sense in 
the workplace,” said JoAnne Keat- 
ley of SFTEAM, who is also the di¬ 
rector of the University of Califor¬ 
nia, San Francisco’s Transgender 



SFTEAM's JoAnne Keatley 


Resources and Neighborhood 
Space program. “Trans people 
often have great skills that are 
under-utilized because of past bias 
in hiring, and so I think there are 
some enlightened employers 
reaching out to trans people and 
as a result will be able to hire some 
qualified staff.” 

Keatley said that transgenders 
often face discrimination based 
upon gender-normative expecta¬ 
tions in the workplace, but that 
such biases are continuously 
changing due to the efforts of the 
transgender community. 

“We as a community have been 
doing a much better job of edu¬ 
cating people in the Bay Area of 
who we are, and about the diversi¬ 
ty that exists within us. We have 
people in our community who are 
attorneys, doctors, police officers, 
researchers, social workers, and 
clinicians. I think that people are 
getting a sense that we exist as a 
community and have strengths 


and skills we bring to the table,” 
said Keatley. “It’s time for there to 
be a recognition of that, and we’re 
fortunate enough to live in an area 
where not only does it make sense 
economically for a company to 
offer these opportunities to trans 
people but also it’s the law. We 
have some protections here.” 

Additionally, Keatley noted a 
June 2004 report by the Human 
Rights Campaign that articulated 
the benefits of hiring transgender 
employees. 

“Employers that develop and 
implement workplace strategies 
that address discrimination against 
transgender employees can enhance 
corporate reputation, increase job 
satisfaction and boost employee 
morale,” the report said. “Results 
can include increased productivity, 
reduced turnover, and decreased 
vulnerability to legal challenges.” 

Those interested in attending 
the job fair should attend dressed 
for a job interview, with copies of 
their resumes. 

An event will be held this Satur¬ 
day, March 19 to help people pre¬ 
pare for next week’s job fair by cov¬ 
ering the basics of what to expect. 

“Individuals who maybe have 
not had the opportunity to inter¬ 
view can go through mock inter¬ 
views, get tips on how to update 
their resumes, and that kind of 
thing,” said Keatley. 

The pre-event takes place from 
1 to 3 p.m. at the center and is also 
free of charge. For more informa¬ 
tion, or to attend the job fair as a 
potential employer, call Keatley at 
(415) 476-2364. The center is lo¬ 
cated at 1800 Market Street. T 
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Iceland Getaway Package subject to availability and price change. Price represents travel I0IUN-3IAUG05 and reflects $100 discount taken at booking (limited special offer). Also available from $705 per person 16MAY-09JUN05 and 0I-30SEP05, 
which reflects $50 taken at booking time. Discount offer, valid until 30APR05. Fri-Sun travel additional $25 per person each way Extra nights available at additional cost and may be required based on departure date. Cancellations/changes subject to 
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Thinking about Palm Springs? 

There's only one letter 
to remember. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL ESTATE 
PALM SPRINGS 
RANCHO MIRAGE 


760.323.3730 palm springs 
760.202.0860 rancho mirage 
zephyr-ps.com 


1199 East Ramon Road, Palm springs, CA 92264 
69-550 Highway 111, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
Independently owned and operated 
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• speed waxing 

• all areas of body 


ALWAYSTAN 

skin + body 

550 castro street | 415.626.8505 | 415.626.8505 
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Syphilis can be easily cured with treatment. 
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while supplies last. 
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^ SaiRa tiara valley Health A Hospital System 


PAINFUL FEET? 
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• Modem Laser Treatments 

• HMO Runaround? Not here. 

• Custom Arch Devices 

• MC/VISA/Credit plan 

• Evening Hours-Free Parking 

• Fungus Nail Treatment 

Richard Lavigna •Podiatrist-Director 


Advanced 
Foot Clinic 

411 Grand Ave. (by the lake) 
Oakland 

( 510 ) 465-FEET 


1-866-664-9748 Phone • Fax 


Gay bashing suspect has 
priors, pleads not guilty 


by Zak Szymanski 


ilpf he suspect arrested in the 
I recent alleged gay bashing 
in the Castro has a prior 
felony conviction for carrying a 
concealed weapon, the Bay Area 
Reporter has learned. 

Jason Lawrence, 21, was arrest¬ 
ed Tuesday, March 9 for his re¬ 
ported involvement in an attack 
that occurred outside Moby Dicks 
bar on 18th Street on March 2. 
Victims West Ray Chumley, 40, 
and Samson Whitaker, 34, said 
they had been walking from din¬ 


ner to Moby Dick’s when a car 
pulled up and its passengers began 
yelling, “Faggot.” The suspects left 
the car and began beating Whitak¬ 
er, who ran into the bar for safety 
as Chumley attempted to inter¬ 
vene. Chumley fell to the ground 
in the scuffle and was kicked re¬ 
peatedly in the head, losing con¬ 
sciousness for a moment. Both 
men are recovering from their in¬ 
juries. 

During the attack, Lawrence 
dropped his driver’s license and 
medical marijuana identification 
card, then returned to the bar later 
to try to find them. Apparently re¬ 


alizing he had been identified he 
did not return to his listed address 
for several days, which meant San 
Francisco police had to secure a 
warrant before they could arrest 
him. Two other suspects in the 
case remain at large. 

Lawrence was arraigned in 
San Francisco Superior Court on 
Wednesday, March 9 on two 
felony charges of assault with 
great bodily injury, as well two 
hate crime enhancement 
charges. He pled not guilty and 
is being held on $180,000 bail. 
The next court date in the case is 
May 4. ▼ 


‘Vie En Rose’ Awards Friday 


by Zak Szymanski 


S ociologist Karl Bryant, a 
childhood survivor of a psy¬ 
chiatric intervention known 
as the “Feminine Boy Project,” and 
Sylvia Guerrero, mother of slain 
transgender teenager Gwen Arau¬ 
jo, are among the recipients of this 
year’s Vie En Rose Awards, given 
to individuals and groups who 
work to end the therapeutic abuse 
of LGBT children by some mental 
health professionals. The awards 
will be distributed at ceremony on 
Friday, March 18, from 7 to 10 
p.m. at the San Francisco LGBT 
Community Center. 

When Bryant was a child in the 
late 1960s, he and his family drove 
every other week to the University 
of California, Los Angeles, where he 
received a diagnosis of gender iden¬ 
tity disorder for children for the 
purposes of controlling his femi¬ 
nine behaviors and identifications. 
Bryant now studies GIDC - which 
is separate from the gender identi¬ 


ty disorder diagnosis sought by 
transsexuals for medical-care - and 
researches psychological treatments 
of gender-variant children as a part 
of his doctoral dissertation at the 
University of California, Berkeley. 

Guerrero is being honored for 
her dedication and commitment 
to making the world a safer place 
for transgender children and 
youth. Other Vie En Rose Award 
recipients include Mitch Thomp¬ 
son, a -city employee who has 
worked for many years with 
homeless and marginally housed ■ 
youth; and Dr. Edgardo Menville, 
Catherine Tuerk, R.N., and James 
de Jesus for their outreach work to 
gender-variant children at the 
Children’s National Medical Cen¬ 
ter in Washington, D.C. 

Also to be honored on Friday 
are Assemblyman Mark Leno (D- 
San Francisco) and the Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence, for their 
support of the Skylight Project, a 
memorial at the center for LGBT 
people who have been tortured 
through psychiatric abuse. 


Founded by community advo¬ 
cate Camille Maran, the Vie En 
Rose Awards are distributed an¬ 
nually “to encourage the advo¬ 
cates that do help the children, 
and to thank them,” said Maran. 
“There’s not that many people 
that do that kind of work and it’s 
not an issue that’s real visible in 
our community.” 

Friday’s awards will be hosted 
by Maran and James Holloway in 
the Ceremonial Room and the 
event includes entertainment by 
Donna Sachet and Jim Bohannon. 
Event sponsors include the center, 
the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights, the Transgender Law Cen¬ 
ter, Sunrise Printing, and Citizen 
Cake. The center is located at 1800 
Market Street in San Francisco. 

The event is free of charge. A 
social hour will follow the awards 
ceremony where attendees can 
meet and mingle with the hon- 
orees. 

“I’m just moved and very 
thrilled this year,” said Maran, “to 
have the honorees that I do.” T 
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ronmental Network, Centro Legal 
de la Raza, the Green Party, the 
Movement Strategies Center, and 
the East Bay Community Law 
Center. Food and childcare will be 
provided. For more information, 
contact Mamie Chow at (510) 
444-0640, ext. 315 or e-mail 
mamie@movementstrategy.org. 

Project Inform benefit 

Elevation Salon and Cafe will 
host “Hair Cares,” the third annu¬ 
al event to benefit Project Inform, 
Monday, March 21 from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the salon, 451 Bush Street 
(between Grant and Kearny) in 
San Francisco. 

The event will include hors 
d’oeuvres, wines, mango martinis, 
and a silent auction. A $20 per 
person donation is requested. 

“We are honored to raise funds 
for Project Inform,” said salon co¬ 


owner Henrik Rasmussen. “We 
love the work they perform in the 
HIV/AIDS community.” 

Now in its 20th year, Project 
Inform is a leading resource for 
HIV/AIDS treatment information 
and advocacy services. 

For more information on the 
benefit, call (650) 342-5566. 

AOF/Visual AID event 

The Academy of Friends and 
Visual AID will co-host their third 
annual “Art Auction at the Clift” 
Thursday, March 24, from 6 to 9 
p.m. at 495 Geary Street in San 
Francisco. This is the last event of 
the season for AOF, which expects 
to award checks to HIV/AIDS 
beneficiaries later this spring. AOF 
just held its successful Oscar ben¬ 
efit and has held other smaller 
fundraisers in recent months. 

Next week’s event features a 
live auction of over 40 contempo¬ 
rary paintings, prints, and pho¬ 
tographs with auctioneer Stephen 
Tourell and a preview party. Com¬ 


plimentary wine, cocktails, and 
light hors d’oeuvres will be served. 
Proceeds from this event will be 
split between AOF and Visual 
AID, which offers programs for 
artists with life-threatening ill¬ 
nesses. 

Admission is $25 per person. 
There are no advance ticket sales. 
For more information, visit 
www.academyoffriends.org or 
www.visualaid.org or call (415) 
995-9890 or (415) 777-8242. 

HIV panel to hold forum 

The San Francisco HIV Health 
Services Planning Council will 
hold a community forum Thurs¬ 
day, March 24, beginning at 5 p.m. 
in the Rainbow Room at the LGBT 
Community Center, 1800 Market 
Street in San Francisco. The coun¬ 
cil (also known as the Care Coun¬ 
cil) prioritizes the city’s federal 
Ryan White CARE Act funds. 

Refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call Leah 
Crask at (415) 674-4768. T 
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Flower & Garden Show blossoms 
at the Cow Palace this weekend 



by Tyson Gillfillan 


A certain sign of spring in San 
Francisco, the annual 
Flower and Garden Show 
opened yesterday (Wednesday 
March 16), transforming the Cow 
Palace for five days into a lush 
showcase for some of the area’s 
top landscape design talent. 

Bus cards reading “One part 
Mojave, One part MOMA, and a 
dash of Carmen Miranda,” encap¬ 
sulate the spirit of the show, which 
features 23 full-sized gardens rang¬ 
ing from urban sanctuaries of na¬ 
tive horticulture to underground 
springs and waterfalls to high-con- 
cept sculptural installations. 

Now in its 20th year, the 
Flower and Garden Show also fea¬ 
tures special activities for children, 
Sunset magazine gardening semi¬ 
nars, and 360 exhibitors introduc¬ 
ing garden tools, books, and ac¬ 
cessories, as well as a plant and or¬ 
chid market selling nearly 100,000 
plants. 

According to event organizers, 
the San Francisco Flower and Gar¬ 
den Show is one of the top six gar¬ 
den shows in the world, and is ex¬ 
pected to draw tens of thousands 
of visitors. It runs through Sun¬ 
day, March 20. 

“It’s a great place to take a 
date,” said Sean Stout of San Fran¬ 
cisco’s Organic Mechanics, while 
working on one of the featured in¬ 
stallations. For Stout and his part¬ 


ner James Pettigrew, this marks 
their fifth year creating a garden 
for the show. 

“I love watching all the people 
react to the work,” said Stout. 
“Each year keeps getting better. It’s 
very theatrical, I can guarantee 
people won’t believe their eyes.” 

That may be particularly true 
of the Organic Mechanics garden, 
titled “Resurrect,” which features a 
massive 1,000-pound angel made 
entirely of recycled car parts, an 
installation of tumbled beach 
glass, and a patio made entirely of 
pennies. According to Stout, their 
company focuses on recycling 


through organic gardening and 
sustainable landscaping, and 
hopes to promote those concepts 
through the exhibit. 

Anders Bjorn Byrd of Bjorn 
Landscapes is using his space to 
promote sustainability as well, but 
instead of large-scale sculptural 
displays, is featuring a natural Cal¬ 
ifornia butterfly garden. 

“I’m hoping to spread aware¬ 
ness of gardens best suited to our 
climate,” said Byrd. “Not just pret¬ 
ty, but one that will respond to 
and help the environment as well.” 

A third-generation landscape 
designer, Byrd said his inspiration 


has come in part from his mother, 
who teaches butterfly habitat gar¬ 
dening in Marin. This is his first 
San Francisco Flower and Garden 
Show. 

According to Ric Lopez, owner 
of ModernPast in Glen Park, one 
of the greatest gifts of the garden 
show is for visitors to leave with 
new ideas for their own spaces at 
home. Lopez is showcasing a gar¬ 
den installation called “Leisure” as 
well as a contained terrarium dis¬ 
play to teach apartment dwellers 
how to bring a touch of outdoors 
into the home. 

“Everyone is too busy these 


days,” said Lopez. “I designed this 
garden to be low maintenance, and 
urban in scale to encourage people 
to take a mini-vacation by getting 
out and enjoying their backyards.” 

Evoking the whimsy of a 1950s 
leisure garden, Lopez’s exhibit fea¬ 
tures a fountain and low-profile 
pool, a path of crushed granite, 
and a raised pavilion with a tree 
sticking out through the roof. 
Lopez cited the modernist work of 
recently deceased gay architect 
Philip Johnson as inspiration. 

According to insiders, the fea¬ 
tured exhibitions can run into the 
tens of thousands of dollars in 
materials alone, and the competi¬ 
tion to get in is stiff. Organizers of 
the show have also assembled a 
prestigious panel of judges to des¬ 
ignate as “Best of Show” the gar¬ 
den that best encapsulates the de¬ 
signer’s stated vision. 

While the prestige is highly val¬ 
ued, regular exhibitors remark 
that the pooling together of such a 
diverse range of creative talent, 
and getting the chance to talk 
shop with the general public is 
what makes the effort all worth¬ 
while. ▼ 


The 20th annual San Francisco 
Flower and Garden Show runs 
through Sunday at the Cow 
Palace, 2600 Geneva Avenue in 
San Francisco. Hours are 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. through Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Sunday. 




STATSCRIPT PHARMACY 
CHRONIMED 


2262 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 255-0101 
Toll-free: 1-877-901-9971 


“ StatScript isn’t the kind of pharmacy that 
has a paperback department. But they’ll help 
you write the next chapter of your life.” 


At StatScript, what makes us different 
makes us better. As a specialty pharmacy, 
we provide an innovative scope of support, 
so that individuals with HIV/AIDS and 
other chronic conditions can approach their health 
with a strong and confident outlook. 
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TRUVADA part of your dai 
Two well-known medicatm"' 1 
and EMTRIVA, have been combined i 
one convenient pill that you take only 
once a day. Plus, TRUVADA can be ta,«., 
with or without food. Ask your doctor if 
TRUVADA is right for you as part of your 
combination HIV therapy. 


TREATMENT FOR EVERYDAY LIVING 


Truvada 
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INDICATION: TRUVADA is for use in combination with other anti-HIV 
agents to treat HIV infection in adults. TRUVADA contains two 
medicines, EMTRIVA® (emtricitabine) and VIREAD® (tenofovir 
disoproxil fumarate), combined in one tablet. 

• EMTRIVA and VIREAD have each been studied separately. Clinical 
studies with TRUVADA or using EMTRIVA+VIREAD are ongoing 

• Since EMTRIVA and Epivir® (3TC) are similar medicines, studies using 
VIREAD+3TC support the use of TRUVADA. Therefore, TRUVADA 
should be considered as an alternative to the combination of 
VIREAD+EMTRIVA or VIREAD+Epivir for someone who would benefit 
from a once-a-day regimen 

• TRUVADA does not cure HIV infection. No studies show the effect of 
TRUVADA on the clinical progression of HIV. TRUVADA should not be 
used as part of a triple nucleoside regimen 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: 

• Lactic acidosis (a buildup of acid in the blood) can be a medical 
emergency and may need to be treated in the hospital. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you have nausea, vomiting, 
unusual muscle pain, and/or weakness 


www.truvada.com 
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• Serious liver problems (hepatotoxicity), with liver enlargement (hepatomegaly) and fat in the liver (steatosis), may occur. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you have light colored stools, dark colored urine, and/or if your skin or the whites of your eyes turn yellow 

• Flare-ups of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection: If you have HIV and HBV, your liver disease may suddenly get worse if you stop taking 
TRUVADA. Do not stop taking TRUVADA unless directed by your healthcare provider 

• Kidney problems: If you have had kidney problems or take other medicines that can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider should 
do regular blood tests to check your kidneys 

• Bone changes: It is not known whether long-term use of TRUVADA causes damage to your bones. If you have had bone problems in the past, 
talk to your healthcare provider before taking TRUVADA 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people taking anti-HIV medicines. The most common side effects of TRUVADA when taken with other 
anti-HIV medicines are dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, headache, abdominal pain, depression, rash, and gas. Skin discoloration (spots and 
freckles) may also occur. 

Discuss all medicines you take with your healthcare provider and be aware.- 

• TRUVADA should not be used with Combivir®, Emtriva, Epivir, Epivir-HBV®, Epzieom™, Trizivir®, or Viread 

• Your healthcare provider may need to follow you more closely or adjust your therapy if you are taking Videx®, Videx EC®, Reyataz®, or 
Kaletra® with TRUVADA 

For more information, please visit www.truvada.com or call 1-80Q-GILEAD-5 (1-800-445-3235) and select option 2. 

There is additional information about TRUVADA on the next page. 

TRUVADA, EMTRIVA, and VIREAD are registered trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc. © 2005 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. CA E LT 03/05 r*n Cl LE A D 

All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. kt '* j l t A u 
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Patient information 
TRUVADA* (tru-VAH-dah) Tablets 

Generic name: emtricitabine anti tenofovir disoaroxi! (umatate 
(em tri SIT ah bean and te NOE fo veer dye soe PROXII f YOU-mar-ate) 

Read the Patient information that comes with TRUVADA before you start taking it arid each time you get a refill. 
There may he new infbtmation. This information does not take the place or talking to your healthcare provider about 
your medical condition ot treatment. You should stay under a healthcare prowler‘s care when taking TRUVADA. 

Do not change or stop your medicine without first talking with your healthcare provider. Talk to 
your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you have any questions about TRUVADA. 

What is the most important information I should know about TRUVADA? 

• Some people who have taken medicines like TRUVADA (nucleoside analogs) have developed a 
serious condition called lactic acidosis {buildup of an acid in the blood). Lactic acidosis can be a medical 
emergency and may need to be treated in the hospital. Calf your healthcare provider right away if you 
get the following signs or symptoms of lactic acidosis. 

• You fee! very weak or tired. 

• You have unusual (not normal) muscle pain. 

• You have trouble breathing 

• You have stomach pain with nausea and vomiting. 

• You feel cold, especially in your arms and legs. 

• You feel dizzy or lightheaded. 

• You have a fast or irregular heartbeat. 

• Some people who have taken medicines like TRUVADA have developed serious liver 
problems called hepatotoxicity, with fiver enlargement (hepatomegaly) and fat in the liver (steatosis). 
Call your healthcare provider right away if you get the following signs or symptoms of 


ns yellow (jaundice). 


liver problems. 

• Your skin or the white part of your eyes tv 

• Your urine turns dark. 

• Your tewe! movements (stools) turn light in color. 

• You don't feel like eating food for several days or longer. 

• You fee) sick to your stomach (nausea). 

• You have lower stomach area (abdominal) pain. 

• You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or fiver problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking nucleoside analog medicines, like T RUVADA, for a long time. 

• TRUVADA is not for the treatment of Hepatitis 8 Virus (HBV) infection. Patients infected with both 
H8V and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) who take TRUVADA need close medical 
follow-up for several months after stopping treatment with TRUVADA follow up includes medial 
exams and Wood tests to check for HBV that could be getting worse. Patients with Hepatitis 8 Virus 
infection, who take TRUVADA and then stop it, may get “flare-ups' of their hepatitis. 
A “flare-up" is when the disease suddenly returns in a worse way 

than before. 

What is TRUVADA? 

TRUVADA is a type of medicine called an HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) 
nucleoside analog reverse transcriptase inhibitor (NRTI) TRUVADA contains 
2 medicines, EMTRIVA'' (ermriotablne) and VIREAD® (tenofovir disoproxil 
fomarate, ot tenofovir Of) combined in 1 pi!L TRUVADA is always used with 
other anti-HIV medicines to treat people with HIV Infection. TRUVADA 
Is for adults age 18 and older. TRUVADA has not been studied in children 
under age 18 or adults over 3ge 65. 

HIV Infection destroys CD4 (1) cells, which are important to the immune 
system. The immune system helps fight infection. After a large number of 
T ceils are destroyed, acquired immune oeficiency syndrome (AIDS) develops. 

TRUVADA helps block HIV reverse transcriptase, a chemical in your body 

(enzyme) that is needed tor HIV to multiply. TRUVADA lowers the amount of HIV in the blood (viral load). TRUVADA 
may also help to increase the number of T cells (C04 alls), lowering the amount of HiV In the blood lowers the 
chance of death or infections that happen when your immune system is weak (opportunistic infections). 

TRUVADA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term effects of TRUVADA 3re not known at this 
time. People taxing TRUVADA may still get opportunistic infections ot other conditions that happen with HiV 
infection. Opportunistic infections are infections that develop because the immune system is weak. Some of these 
concisions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, and Mycabxterivm avium complex (MAC) infection, ft is very 
important that you see your healthcare provider regularly while taking TRUVADA. 

TRUVADA does not lower your chance of passing HIV to other people through sexual contact, 
sharing needles, or being exposed to your blood. Tor your health and the health of others, st is important to 
always practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom or other barrier to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood Never use or share dirty needles. 

Who should not take TRUVADA? 


What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking TRUVADA? 

Tell your healthcare provider if you: 

• are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. We do not know if TRUVADA can harm your unborn 
child. You and your healthcare provider wiii need to decide if TRUVADA is right for you. If you 
use TRUVADA while you ate pregnant talk to your healthcare provider about how you an be on the 
TRUVADA Antiviral Pregnane/ Registry. 

• are breast-feeding. You shrxiid not breast-feed If you are HIV positive because of the chance of passing tire 
HIY virus to your baby. Also, it Is not known i( TRUVADA can pass into your breast milk and if it can harm your 
baby. If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk with your healthcare provider about the best way 
to feed your baby. 

• have kidney problems or are undergoing kidney dialysis treatment. 

» have bone problems. 

» have liver problems including Hepatitis 8 Virus infection. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including prescription and 
non-prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements, [ specially tell your healthcare provider 
if you take: 

• COMSiVIR”. EMTRIVA, ERIVIR'", EPIVIR-H3V®, EPZICOM", TRIZWIR*. or ViREAD. TRUVADA should not be 
used with those medicines. 

• Drugs that contain odanosine (VIDEX®, VIDEX EC®). Tenofovir Of (a component ol TRUVADA) may Increase the 
amount of ViDEX in your bfoori. You may need to be followed more carefully if you are taking TRUVADA 
and VIDEX together, 

• REYATAZ* fatazanavir sulfate) or KALETRA* {ioplnavir/ritcnavir!. These medicines may increase the amount of 
tenofovir Df (a component of TRUVADA) in your blood, which could result In mote side effects. You may need 
to be followed more carefully if you ate taking TRUVADA and REYATAZ or KALETRA together. 

Seep a complete list of ail the medicines that you take. Make a new list when medicines are added or stopped. 
Give copies o? this list to all of your healthcare providers and pharmacist every time you visit your healthcare 
provider or fill a prescription. 


Truvada 


How should I take TRUVADA? 

• Take TRUVADA exactly as your healthcare provider prescribed it. follow the directions from your 
healthare provide:, exactly as written on the label. 

• The usual' dose of TRUVADA is 1 tablet once a day. TRUVADA is always used with other anti-HiV 
medicines if you have kidney problems, you may need to take TRUVADA less often. 

• TRUVADA may be taken with or without a meal. Food does rust affect how TRUVADA works. 
Take TRUVADA at the same time each day. 

• if you forget to take TRUVADA, take it as soon as you remember that day. Do not take more than I dose of 
TRUVADA in a day. Do not take 2 doses at the same time. Call your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you 
are not sure what to do. It is important that you do not miss any doses of TRUVADA or your 
anti-HIV medicines. 

• When your TRUVADA supply starts to run low, get more from your healthcare provider or pharmacy. 
This is very important because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped for 
even a short time. The virus may develop resistance to TRUVADA and become hatdet to treat. 

• Do not change your dose or stop taking TRUVADA without first talking with your healthcare provider. Stay 
under a healthcare provider's care when taking TRUVADA. 

• If you take too much TRUVADA, call your ioal poison control center or emergency room right away. 

What should I avoid while taking TRUVADA? 

• Do not breast-feed. See "What should I tell my heaithare provider before taking TRUVADA?' 

• Avoid doing things that an spread HIV infection since TRUVADA doesn't stop you from passing the HiV 
infection to others. 

• Do not share needles or other injection equipment. 

• Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them, like 
toothbrushes or razor blades. 

• Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice safe; sex by using a latex or 
polyurethane random or other barrier to reduce the chance of sexual contact with semen, vagina! 
secretions, or blood. 


What are the possible side effects of TRUVADA? 

TRUVADA may cause the following serious side effects (see 'What is the most important information 
i should know about TRUVADA?"): 

• tactic acidosis (buiidrp ot an acid in ‘he stood) lactic acidosis can be a medical emergency and 
may need to be treated in the hospital. Call your doctor right away if you get signs of iactic 
acidosis. (See "What is the most Important information i should know about TRUVADA?") 

• Serious liver problems (hepatotoxicity). with liver enlargement (hepatomegaly) and fa! In -he liver 

(steatosis). Call your healthcare provider tight away if you get any signs 
of fiver probiers, (Sea "What is the most important information t should 
know about TRUVADA?”) 

"Flare-ups" of Hepatitis B Virus infection, in which the 
disease suddenly returns in a worse way than before, can occur if you 
stop taking TRUVADA. Your healthcare provider will menito-' your condition 
for several months after stopping TRUVADA if you have both HiV and 
H8V infection. TRUVADA Is not for the treatment o? Hepatitis 8 
Vitus infection. 

1 Kidney problems. If you have had kidney problems in the past or 
take other medicines that can cause kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider should do regular blood tests to check your kidneys. 

• Changes in bone mineral density (thinning bones). It is not 
known whether long-term use of TRUVADA will cause damage to 
your bones. If you have had bone problems in the past, your healthcare 
provide: may need to do tests to check your bone mineral density or may prescribe medicines to help your bone 
mineral density. 

Other side effects with TRUVADA when used with other anti-HIV medicines indude: 

• Changes In body fat have been seen in some patients tak-ng TRUVADA and other anti-HiV medicines. 
These changes may indede increased amount oT fat In the upper back and neck ("buffalo hump"), breast, and 
around the main part of your body (trunk), loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may also happen. The cause 
ana long-term health effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

The mot common side effects of EMTRIVA or VIREAD when used with other anti-HIV medicines are: dizziness, 
diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, headache, abdominal pain, depression, rash, and gas Skin discoloration (small spots 
or freckles) may also happen with TRUVADA 

These are not all the side effects of TRUVADA. This iist of side effects with TRUVADA is not complete at 
this time because TRUVADA is stili being studied. If you have questions about side effects, ask your healthcare 
provider. Report any new or continuing- symptoms to your healthare provider right sway. Your healthcare 
provider may be able to help you manage these side affects. 

How do I store TRUVADA? 

• Keep TRUVADA and all other medicines out of reach of children. 

• Store TRUVADA at room temperature 77 “f (25 "Q. 

• Keep TRUVADA in its original container and keep the container tightly dosed. 

• Do not keep medicine feat is out of date or that you no longer need. If you throw any medicines away make 
sure that children will not find them. 

General information about TRUVADA: 

Medicines arc sometimes prescribed for conditions that are not mentioned in patient information leaflets. 
Do not use TRUVADA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do not give TRUVADA to other people, even 
If they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them. 

This leaflet summarizes the most important information about TRUVADA. If you would like more information, talk 
with your healthcare provider. You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about 
TRUVADA that is written for health professionals, for more information, you may also all 1-800-GIIEAD-5 
or access the TRUVADA website at www.TRUVADA.com. 

Do not use TRUVADA H sea! over bottle opening is broken ot missing. 

What are the ingredients of TRUVADA? 

Active Ingredients: emtricitabine and tenofovir DF 

Inactive Ingredients: Croscarmeifose sodium, lactose monohydrate, magnesium stearate, microcrystailine 
cellulose, and pregelatinized starch (gluten free). The tablets are coated with Opadiy I! Slue >' 30-10201 
containing FO&C Slue #2 aluminum iake, hypromeliose, lactose monohydtate, titanium dioxide and triacatin. 

January 2005 

TRUVADA, EMTRIVA, and ViREAD are registered trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc. REYATAZ and VIDEX are 
trademarks of Bristol-Mvers Squibb. KALETRA is a trademark of Abbott laboratories. COMBIVIR, EFTviR, 
EPiVIR HBV; EPZICOM. arid TRiZiVIR are trademarks ol GlaxoSmithKline. 
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LA syphilis mistake 
unlikely in SF 



by Zak Szymanski 


an Francisco likely has not 
been largely impacted by the 
Los Angeles Gay and Les¬ 
bian Center’s distribution of the 
wrong kind of penicillin to over 
650 people who had been exposed 
to syphilis, local health officials 
and advocates said. But the signif¬ 
icant error could have a ripple ef¬ 
fect that makes regular testing foe 
sexually active men in the Bay 
Area even more important. 

From 1999 until 2004, The L.A. 
Center’s Jeffrey Goodman Special 
Care Clinic inadvertently gave Bi- 
cillin C-R - half the dose recom¬ 
mended for syphilis - to clients 
who presented with or had been 
exposed to someone with the dis¬ 
ease. A patient discovered the 
error last year after reading a 
packaging insert which stated that 
the drug was not intended for the 
treatment of syphilis. The correct 
formulation of penicillin for 
syphilis treatment is Bicillin L-A. 

Once the mistake was discov¬ 
ered the L.A. Center immediately 
went public and began working 
with the Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention to compile a 
report and track down people who 
received the medicine, according 
to center spokesman Jim Key. 

When not treated successfully, 
syphilis can progress and cause se¬ 
rious health problems, including 
organ damage and brain damage. 
Successful re-treatment will kill 
the bacteria but cannot prevent 
damage already done. Additional¬ 
ly, syphilis can make it easier to 
transmit and acquire HIV and can 
greatly increase the viral load of 
people who are HIV-positive. 

A report released last week re¬ 
vealed that the center’s error actu¬ 
ally affected hundreds more peo¬ 
ple than originally estimated. The 
CDC findings, published on 
March 11 in the Morbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report , stated 
that 429 patients from January 
1999 until March 2004 were treat¬ 
ed with Bicillin C-R for confirmed 
syphilis infection, and an addi¬ 
tional 234 patients were treated 
with the drug for reported sexual 
contact with someone known or 
suspected to be infected. Of those 
confirmed to be infected with 
syphilis, none were female, and 
215 (50 percent) were known to 
be HIV-positive.' Five of the re¬ 
ported sexual contacts were fe¬ 
male, and 10 of the reported con¬ 
tacts were known to have HIV. 

As of January 26, 2005, the 
center was able to locate 282 of the 
429 people with syphilis, accord¬ 
ing to the report. Of those suc¬ 
cessfully contacted, 255 were re¬ 
treated, 19 people refused treat¬ 
ment, and eight people were un¬ 
dergoing evaluation. Four percent 
of the people re-treated were sus¬ 
pected to have had treatment fail¬ 
ure, and one person subsequently 
was diagnosed with neurosyphilis, 
an advanced form of the disease. 

The center also was able to lo¬ 
cate 116 of the 234 sexual contacts 
treated with the wrong drug. Of 
those, 98 people were re-tested, and 
22 of them had serologic evidence 
of previous syphilis infection. 

The CDC noted that the inad¬ 
vertent use of Bicillin C-R has been 
documented in several STD pro¬ 
grams nationwide from 1993- 
1998, but that “its misuse in treat¬ 
ing approximately 660 persons in a 
Los Angeles clinic ... is the largest 


reported occurrence to date and 
posed considerable clinical and 
programmatic challenges,” possibly 
contributing “to an increase in the 
local transmission of the disease.” 

But a variety of factors can in¬ 
fluence successful treatment, and 
“whether treatment failures that 
occurred among those treated 
with Bicillin C-R represent an ex¬ 
cess over what would be expected 
had they been treated with Bicillin 
L-A cannot be determined with¬ 
out additional data,” the CDC re¬ 
port stated. It is also possible that 
the half-dose of penicillin was 
enough for some people to eradi¬ 
cate the infection. 

The L.A. Center’s error oc¬ 
curred during a shortage of Bi¬ 
cillin L-A, said Key, and happened 
before most of the current man¬ 
agement came on board, making 
the mistake hard to trace. As a re¬ 
sult of the error, according to Key, 
the center worked with the CDC 
to put procedures in place to help 
prevent such a mistake from hap¬ 
pening again. The original pack¬ 
aging of Bicillin C-R, said Key, was 
nearly identical to Bicillin L-A, but 
now the color of the carton is dif¬ 
ferent and carries a clear warning 
that states “Not for the treatment 
of syphilis.” Additionally the cen¬ 
ter now requires generic names on 
prescriptions rather than brand 
names, as well as a pharmacy ver¬ 
ification of the formulary. 

SF protections 

In San Francisco, according to 
Dr. Jeffrey Klausner, director of 
STD Prevention and Control Ser¬ 
vices at the Department of Public 
Health, procedures have been in 
place since 1998 to assure that the 
correct medicine is given to peo¬ 
ple with syphilis. 

“It’s an important function of 
the health department and an im¬ 
portant outcome of confidential 
STD reporting to assure that peo¬ 
ple are appropriately treated,” said 
Klausner, emphasizing that with¬ 
out such a reporting system in 
place, people in Los Angeles who 
were unsuccessfully treated would 
not have been found. Klausner is 
also an advocate of controversial 
HIV reporting systems, for many 
of the same reasons. 

When news of the L.A. Cen¬ 
ter’s error broke last year, said 
Klausner, San Francisco officials 
began contacting local providers 
to see if similar mistakes had been 
made here. None of the area 
providers reported use of Bicillin 
C-R, he said, but many reported a 
shortage of Bicillin L-A, and 
“that’s when we started a program 


of providing penicillin to medical 
providers who treat syphilis. We 
give the medicine at low or no cost 
to any provider in the city or 
county to assure that it is routine¬ 
ly available and that the right drug 
is available.” f 

Yet the fact that hundreds of 
people believed they had been 
successfully treated in Los Angeles 

- and hundreds remain at large - 
has already been documented as 
having an effect in the San Fran¬ 
cisco area. 

Klausner said the city has doc¬ 
umented coming in contact with 
“a handful” of people who had 
been treated in Los Angeles, some 
of whom were advised to be re¬ 
treated. But there were no con¬ 
firmed cases of treatment failures 
in San Francisco residents, he said. 

San Francisco will continue its 
usual awareness campaigns 
around the importance of syphilis 
testing, which has been made eas¬ 
ier at many area clinics. Steve Gib¬ 
son, director of the Castro health 
clinic Magnet, noted that people 
can download a form for syphilis 
testing at www.stdtest.org, then 
bring the form to a LabCorp loca¬ 
tion and view their results online a 
few days later. 

Gibson said his clinic is con¬ 
cerned, but not panicked, about 
the L.A. Center’s mistake because 
it is a “site-specific concern.” San 
Francisco already urges sexually 
active men in the gay community 
to get tested regularly, about once 
every six months. This is especial¬ 
ly true for those who may have 
been insufficiently treated, be¬ 
cause syphilis symptoms “are tem¬ 
porary, and they go away, and we 
do have people who come to Mag¬ 
net with secondary syphilis be¬ 
yond the first phase - the chancre 

- and that’s not uncommon. Not 
everyone develops a chancre and 
since it’s not painful you’d only 
recognize it if you saw it, and most 
of us can’t see our mouths or our 
butts that well.” 

Magnet, at 4122 18th Street, 
offers confidential STD testing on 
a drop-in basis Tuesday through 
Saturday. City Clinic is located at 
356 7th Street in the South of 
Market District. LabCorp loca¬ 
tions include 45 Castro Street, 
Suite 238; 2233 Post Street; 490 
Post Street, Suite 419; 2000 Van 
Ness Avenue, Suite 215; 450 Sutter 
Street, Suite 2540; 3700 Sacra¬ 
mento Street; 2100 Webster Street, 
Suite 420; and 595 Buckingham 
Way, Suite 222. Hours vary by lo¬ 
cation and are posted online at 
www.stdtest.org after a test form 
is successfully completed. T 



Gay Health Care Since 1979 


Share in the Joy of Fellowship 
this Glorious Easter Season ! 

March 20 - Palm Sunday 

10:00 a.m. at Oddfellows Hall 

March 25 - Good Friday 

7:00 p.m. at Guernevilie Community Church 
14520 Armstrong woods Road 

March 27 - Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a m. 

Redwood Memorial Gardens 
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. at Oddfellows Hall 
Easter Concert: Riyer of Praise & New Hope Choirs 
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of these well-known choral ensembles! 
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Affordable Bankruptcy 
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CAN YOU FILL THESE BOOTS? 


LEAG (Leather Events Action Group) is a group of men involved in health promotion and 
community building in the leather community. An overlooked group of newcomers and novices 
have often been left out of this valuable experience. With your help we want to change that. 

Join us at our next LEAG meeting, for brunch on April 3rd at 1PM at the STOP AIDS Project 
@ 2128 15th Street. Find out how you can get involved in this very important community 
based group. See how you can make a contribution and a difference in your life. 

In addition, we will be selling $2.00 raffle tickets for a chance to win a new pair of boots 
donated by Mr. S Leather. 

Who knows you just might find yourself walking out with a pair of boots! 


ST©P 


LEATHER EVENTS ACTION GROUP 

For more information check out our website: www.leag-sf.org or call 415.5750150 x229 


Cowden 


Automotive 


A part of the gay community since 1978. 

( 415 ) 777-9858 

875 Folsom just east of 5th Street 

WWW.CITVSEARCH.COM/SFO/COWDENAUTO 


Aesthetic Enhancement 
Medical Clinic 

• Laser Hair Removal • Endermologie™ 

• Microdermabrasion • Facials/Peels 

• Sculptra 1M Facial Filler 

Ken Mauldin, RN 

I Jeannie Wong, Clinical Esthetician 

415-567-1791 I 

1700 California St., Suite 500 


Remembering Sylvester 


San Francisco ponied up $22,300 
to co-host a fundraiser for An- 
gelides, who reportedly has al¬ 
ready raised about $12 million for 
the race. 

Angelides said he wants to lead 
the country’s richest state in order 
to restore its golden days and en¬ 
sure a future for its children. He 
accused Schwarzenegger of turn¬ 
ing his back on the state’s stu¬ 
dents, attacking him for defund¬ 
ing education and breaking with 
the tradition of guaranteeing 
placement at the state’s colleges 
and universities. 

“I can’t stand by and watch the 
promise of California wither 
away,” he said with his wife, three 
daughters, and parents by his side. 
“I fear that this governor views the 
life of hard-working Californians 
as some kind of athletic en¬ 
durance test, where only the 
strong should survive, where we 
just lavish more on those who 
have the most.” 

Angelides’s early announce¬ 
ment is an acknowledgment of 
the enormous amount of money 
he will need to raise in order to 
not only win his party’s nomina¬ 
tion but also to launch a successful 
campaign against Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. The gov¬ 
ernor has already amassed mil¬ 
lions for a second run for office, 
though he has yet to officially an¬ 
nounce if he will seek a second 
term. 

Even before Tuesday’s an¬ 
nouncement Angelides, a former 
developer and chair of the state 
Democratic Party, had locked up 
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Phil Angelides 
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same-sex marriages, and actor 
Rob Reiner, who shot to stardom 
in the 1970s sitcom All in the Fam¬ 
ily as the character referred to by 
the show’s likable bigot Archie 
Bunker as “Meathead.” 

According to the latest Field 
Poll, Reiner is the front-runner, 
with one in five Democratic pri¬ 
mary voters opting for the film di¬ 
rector and producer. Lockyer trails 
with 17 percent, followed by An¬ 
gelides with 12 percent. By com¬ 
ing out first, and embarking on a 
bus tour of 14 cities throughout 
the state this month, Angelides 
hopes to boost his name recogni¬ 
tion and campaign coffers. 

Tuesday night supporters in 


A uthor Josh 
Garrison, 
right, signs 
a copy of his 
book, The Fabu¬ 
lous Sylvester, 
for Charles Sands 
during a release 
party Friday, 
March 11 at the 
LGBT Communi¬ 
ty Center. Many 
fans and friends 
of the diva, who 
died of AIDS in 
1988, shared 
their memories 
and rocked out to 
the disco hits of 
the fabulous 
Sylvester. 


the backing of prominent Democ¬ 
rats from across the state, includ¬ 
ing U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer, 
House Minority Leader. Nancy 
Pelosi (D-San Francisco), and 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters 
(D-Los Angeles). Gay politicos 
such as state Assemblyman Mark 
Leno (D-San Francisco), former 
city treasurer Susan Leal, and 
Palm Springs Mayor Ron Oden 
have already endorsed Angelides’s 
campaign. 

Out lesbian Leslie Katz, a for¬ 
mer city supervisor and current 
chair of the San Francisco Demo¬ 
cratic County Central Committee, 
introduced Angelides at the event 
and said he is a candidate the 
LGBT community can proudly 
support. If elected, she said he 
would be a strong voice against 
any attempts to pass a ban against 
same-sex marriage. 

“A Governor Angelides would 
do all in his power to fight such a 
constitutional amendment,” said 
Katz. “I’ve known Phil for over a 
decade. He has always stood with 
the LGBT community. He cham¬ 
pions values of fairness and de¬ 
cency.” 

Asked about the court ruling 
affirming that same-sex couples 
have a right to wed, Angelides said 
he sees the decision as following in 
the footsteps of earlier landmark 
decisions for civil rights. 

“California has always been at 
the forefront of eliminating dis¬ 
crimination,” he told reporters. 
“What we are seeing is the march 
of progress in eliminating dis¬ 
crimination.” T 
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Online hookups lead author 
to pen crystal tome Tweakers 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


ind if I smoke?” asked the 
man. 

The question seemed 
innocuous enough to 52-year-old 
West Hollywood resident Frank 
Sanello, who had met the man on¬ 
line and invited him over to his 
home to have sex. 

Thinking the man wanted to 
have a cigarette, Sanello didn’t ob¬ 
ject. Yet his trick wasn’t in need of a 
nicotine fix. He instead pulled out 
a glass pipe from his pocket and in¬ 
haled a hit of methamphetamine. 

Sanello did not partake of the 
pipe, and proceeded to have sex 
with the man. Albeit safely. The 
next time he went online cruising 
for a hookup, Sanello once again 
invited over a man who upon en¬ 
tering his home asked, “Mind if I 
smoke?” 

Prior to inviting the men over, 
Sanello said that “they gave no in¬ 
dication online that they were into 
PNP” - Internet code for party- 
and-play, a way for men to adver¬ 
tise that they are looking to do 
crystal and then have sex. 

He didn’t ask them to leave, be¬ 
cause said Sanello, “I knew I was 
going to have safe sex. But they 
didn’t want to have it at first; I had 
to be pretty persistent. One tried 
not to have safe sex and almost 
walked out of my apartment. But 
he decided to stay in the end,” re¬ 
called Sanello, a former People 


magazine reporter and author of 
16 books, including Opium Wars: 
The Addiction of One Empire and 
the Corruption of Another. 

The back-to-back exchanges 
last year felt like a “ Twilight Zone 
experience” said Sanello and 
prompted him to pen the recently 
released book Tweakers: How 
Crystal Meth Is Ravaging Gay 
America (Alyson Publications, 
$ 15.95). Sanello will take part in a 
forum about meth in the gay 
community tonight (Thursday, 
March 17) sponsored by the Stop 
AIDS Project and the San Francis¬ 
co AIDS Foundation. 

In a telephone interview last 
week, Sanello claimed that 1.2 
million gay Americans used crys¬ 
tal during 2002. The number is 
based on the National Survey on 
Drug Use and Health, which 
found that year that 12.4 million 
Americans age 12 and older had 
either smoked, snorted, or inject¬ 
ed meth at least once. Using the 
claim that 10 percent of the popu¬ 
lation is gay, Sanello came up with 
the 1.2 million figure. 

According to the Stop AIDS Pro¬ 
ject, 20 percent of gay and bisexual 
men in San Francisco have used 
speed in the last six months. With 
health officials estimating there are 
at least 68,000 gay men living in the 
city, then 13,600 of them used the 
drug since last September. 

“It is so highly addictive I 
doubt anybody who used crystal 
only used it once,” said Sanello. 


Sanello tried crystal twice back 
in 1994. But instead of seeking out 
countless sex partners, as some 
speed users report, he sequestered 
himself in his house. 

“It did make me feel horny but 
I felt paranoid. I spent two days in 
my bedroom masturbating,” he 
recalled. “It is not a party drug, it 
is more a ‘pull down the blinds’ 
kind of drug. We didn’t know then 
how addictive the drug is or that 
is was contributing to high inci¬ 
dence of AIDS.” 

Over six months last year, 
Sanello spoke to over 100 gay crys¬ 
tal users he met online in AOL chat 
rooms who advertised they were 
into PNP or at Alcoholics Anony¬ 
mous meetings. He also inter¬ 
viewed experts in the gay commu¬ 
nity and at drug treatment centers. 

“Some users knew that they 
were damned and doing a very 
dangerous drug but they still did 
it,” he said of the men he met. 

Using eight case studies, one of 
which begins “‘I used to be a sur¬ 
geon,’ he whispers despairingly as 
he injects himself with crystal,” 
Sanello sets out to vividly illus¬ 
trate what he sees as “the in¬ 
evitable downward spiral” associ¬ 
ated with habitual use of metham¬ 
phetamine. 

“I wanted to call it ‘Lost Souls’ 
but my editors said it would scare 
people away,” said Sanello. For 
those gay men who do read the 
book, Sanello said he hopes it 
“scares them straight” about the 


realities of using crystal. 

For one, Sanello argues that 
the drug is so highly addictive that 
it should not be classified as a 
party drug. Too many gay men 
think they can use it on the week¬ 
end and not get hooked; they 
don’t realize how quickly the drug 
can take over their lives, contends 
Sanello. 

“I think they went into it think¬ 
ing it is only a recreational drug. 
After it destroyed their lives and 
they lost friends, jobs, some even 
end up homeless, only then do 
they realize it was a drug they 
should not have used in the first 
place,” he said. “I think to say some 
people are using it ‘recreationally’ 
is the most inaccurate adverb ever 
to describe such a harmful drug. 
There is a tiny percentage quoted 
in my book that can use it recre¬ 
ationally. But the chances of being 
in that small minority are the 
lucky few. I wouldn’t want to take 
my chances with it.” 

And for those who become ad¬ 
dicted, Sanello points out in his 
book that the recovery rate is in 
the single digits. He cites a March 
2003 article by Arielle Chavkin 
from Tuffs University that report¬ 
ed only 6 percent of meth users at¬ 
tempting to remain clean were 
successful. 

“You have better odds in Las 
Vegas,” he said. 

In the end, Sanello says his 
book is not just meant to scare gay 
men into staying away from crys- 
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tal. It is also meant to “indoctri¬ 
nate” gay men about the dangers 
of crystal use. 

“I’d like to scare people who 
still think it is a recreational drug” 
into thinking otherwise, he said. 
“When people talk about safe sex 
they educate you about safe sex. I 
don’t think educate is the right 
word. The word I use is indoctri¬ 
nate. We all know crystal is bad. 
We have to repeatedly tell people 
that crystal is bad and not to do it.” 

At the same time, Sanello said 
the community needs to offer 
support to those who want to es¬ 
cape addiction. 

“By using the term scared, it 
might make me sound like I am 
judging people. I am not. I have 
nothing but compassion for ad¬ 
dicts. They didn’t know what they 
were getting into and now they are 
in trouble,” he said. T 


Tonight’s forum will take place 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the LGBT 
Community Center, 1800 
Market Street, San Francisco. 




Still the most effective way 
to reduce the risk of STDs and HIV 



Make sure you choose the best option for you. 


As always, latex condoms represent the most effective means to help reduce the risk of sexually transmitted diseases among sexually 
active individuals. Just remember there are many types of condoms to choose from, some include a spermicidal lubricant: 

• Spermicidal lubricants on condoms are for extra pregnancy protection ONLY . 

• Spermicidal lubricants do NOT provide extra protection against STDs including HIV 

• Condoms with spermicidal lubycants are NOT for rectal use. 

• Condoms with spermicidal lubricants are NO T for more-than-once-a-day vaginal use. 

More-than-once-a-day use of spermicides with Nonoxynol-9 may cause irritation that may increase the risk of STDs or AIDS. Always read 
the instructions before using any condom. 


Sponsored By The Maker Of TROJAN® Condoms 
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Gays can wed 
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marriage to same-sex couples ap¬ 
pears impermissibly arbitrary.” 

The ruling in effect overturns 
Proposition 22, which voters 
passed in 2000. The so-called 
Knight initiative, named after the 
late state Senator Pete Knight, de¬ 
fined marriage as a union solely 
* between a man and woman and 
said California did not have to ac¬ 
cept gay marriages performed in 
other states. 


Diane Sabin, who with her part¬ 
ner Jewelle Gomez, joined in the 
lawsuit against the state, called the 
ruling “fabulous.” While last year 
when they agreed to become plain¬ 
tiffs in the case they were unsure if 
they would get married, the couple 
now say they wouldn’t hesitate. 

“If they finally come down 
with the decision that we can 
marry we would probably do it 
because we love a party,” joked 
Gomez. 

Writing on her formerlyrosie 
blog, Rosie O’Donnell quipped 
“How about that? we have been 
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Chief Deputy City Attorney Therese Stewart, left, and lawyer Bobbie 
Wilson look over the Superior Court decision Monday afternoon. 


un-annulled ... feels nice ...” 

O’Donnell flew to San Francis¬ 
co and wed her partner Kelli Car¬ 
penter on February 27 last year. 
She warned the gay community to 
brace itself for the backlash the 
decision will create. 

“Now get ready... cause all we 
r gonna hear about are ‘activist’ 
judges,” she wrote. “3 branches of 
government ... judicial iz one ... 
check and balance boys... dems da 
rules.” 

O’Donnell questioned whether 
President Bush will “have the class 
of Eisenhower,” who did not at¬ 
tack Chief Justice Earl Warren for 
his court’s decision in favor of in¬ 
terracial marriages. “Ike said ‘there 
must be no second-class citizens 
in our country’... and we moved 
forward as a nation ... everybody 
breathe,” wrote O’Donnell. 

As O’Donnell expected, the 
antigay groups who were party to 
the case wasted no time in label¬ 
ing Kramer an “activist judge.” 
Randy Thomasson, executive di¬ 
rector of Campaign for California 
Families, said, “This is a crazy rul¬ 
ing by an arrogant San Francisco 
judge who apparently hates mar¬ 
riage and the voters. Kramer has 
trashed the people’s vote to keep 
marriage for a man and a woman 
and violated his oath to uphold 
the law instead of making new 
laws out of his own head. This is 
the worst type of judge.” 

Thomasson said the case 
would be immediately appealed. 

“It’s hurtful and insulting to 
the voters when a judge attacks 
the voters and destroys the sacred 
institution of marriage for a man 
and a woman,” he said. “This out¬ 
rageous ruling will inspire average 
citizens to rise up and fight to pro¬ 
tect marriage as it naturally is - 
for a man and a woman, a hus¬ 
band and wife.” 

Jubilant in SF 

The city’s leaders and gay com¬ 
munity acted jubilant after learn¬ 
ing they had won the first stage in 
what will be a years-long fight for 
marriage equality. City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera hailed the ruling 
as a victory for all Californians, 
not just the LGBT community. 

“Here in California we have 


taken a tremendous step forward 
today for a more just and fair Cal¬ 
ifornia that accepts family values 
for all Californians,” he said. “It is 
time to leave discrimination in the 
background. This country is 
changing. We are moving ahead 
and there is no reason for anybody 
to be excluded anymore. We are 
hopeful our opponents will get 
that message.” 

Though Herrera added, “Un¬ 
doubtedly there will be a political 
challenge as we work our way 
through the courts.” 

The decision is vindication for 
Mayor Gavin Newsom, who 
shocked the nation when he or¬ 
dered city officials to marry gay 
and lesbian couples on February 
12, 2004. Until the state Supreme 
Court put an end to those mar¬ 
riages on March 11, 2004, nearly 
4,000 same-sex couples tied the 
knot. 

Speaking at a news conference 
inside City Hall Monday, Newsom 
praised the judge’s decision, call¬ 
ing it “balanced and fair” and jok¬ 
ing, “we will not be appealing this 
decision.” He was referring to the 
decision by New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, who despite 
his personal support of same-sex 
marriage is appealing a recent 
New York court ruling in favor of 


extending marriage rights to gay 
couples. 

“It’s a good day in San Francis¬ 
co. This is an important day but 
hardly is this effort complete,” said 
Newsom. “This is just the begin¬ 
ning. This is inevitable.” 

The decision brought tears to 
17-year-old Jonathan Calenzani, a 
gay senior high school student 
from Oklahoma City, who was in 
town visiting a cousin and hap¬ 
pened to be in City Hall when the 
decision was announced. 

“This is huge. I was just 
stunned,” said Calenzani, adding 
he couldn’t envision a judge in his 
home state issuing such a ruling 
for at least another five years. “It is 
like a step into the future. It’s hap¬ 
pening here and someday it will 
happen at home.” 

Stunned as well was Chief 
Deputy City Attorney Therese 
Stewart, an out lesbian who led 
the team of lawyers working on 
the case. 

“I was sort of numb,” Stewart 
said of when she read the judge’s 
ruling. “Throughout the case I 
have tried to not let my personal 
stake and connection to the issues 
into the foreground.” 

Kate Kendell, executive direc¬ 
tor of National Center for Lesbian 
next page ► 


Sacramento 
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provide fire to their fight against 
Leno’s bill. Even before this week’s 
ruling conservative lawmakers 
and antigay groups have been 
pushing to see a constitutional 
amendment be put on the ballot, 
likely in 2006, which would make 
marriage solely a union between a 
man and a woman. They are now 
using the court’s ruling as a rally¬ 
ing cry to gain support. 

State Senator Bill Morrow (R- 
Oceanside), author of Senate Con¬ 
stitutional Amendment 1, which 
would enshrine the one-man, one- 
woman definition of marriage in 
the state constitution, called the 
ruling an attack on families and 
traditional American values. 

“This is just another attempt 
by activist judges to circumvent 
the will of the voters and under¬ 
mine the clear intent of the Con¬ 
stitution,” he said. “Contrary to 
the judge’s twisted legal logic, this 
is not an equal protection case. 
Every adult Californian already 
has equal access to marriage as 
provided by law, regardless of 
race, ethnicity, gender or sexual 
orientation. Instead, this actually 
is the establishment of a com¬ 
pletely new privilege that never 
existed before.” 

Log Cabin Republicans of Cal¬ 
ifornia Director Jeff Bissiri was at 
odds with Morrow. 

“Log Cabin California ap¬ 


plauds the ruling by Superior 
Court Judge Richard Kramer in 
support of civil marriage equali¬ 
ty,” Bissiri said in a statement 
Monday. 

But Bissiri also noted that any 
movement toward “basic family 
fairness will involve not only the 
judiciary, but also the legislatures 
and the will of fair-minded Amer¬ 
icans.” 

As for Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, when asked 
about the ruling Monday by Chris 
Matthews, during an appearance 
at Stanford University for the 
MSNBC show Hardball , he said he 
would stand by the decision of the 
state Supreme Court when it de¬ 
cides on the case. When pressed by 
Matthews on why not hold a voter 
referendum on the matter, 
Schwarzenegger said he wanted to 
leave it to the courts. He also re¬ 
sponded that he supports domes¬ 
tic partnerships. 

“And I support that 100 per¬ 
cent and have supported that,” he 
said. “And - but this is the will of 
the people. And I think that if that 
changes because of the Supreme 
Court of California, then we go 
with that. But, right now, this is 
just the first base of a legal chal¬ 
lenge.” 

He later added that although 
he does not believe in gay mar¬ 
riage he would not try to change 
the constitution if the courts ulti¬ 
mately decide in favor of extend¬ 
ing marriage rights to same-sex 
couples. 


Asked if he would “be happy” 
if voters in the end decide that gay 
marriage is okay for the state, the 
governor said “Absolutely. If the 
people decide - I’m the people’s 
representative. I am perfectly fine 
with that. The important thing 
that’s it’s the people that vote on 
it. The people have spoken be¬ 
fore,” said Schwarzenegger, refer¬ 
ring to the vote on Proposition 22. 
“If they speak again and if they 
have changed their mind, because, 
remember, things change all the 
time. I think that as we go on, I 
think people will be feeling more 
comfortable with the idea of do¬ 
mestic partnership and also mar¬ 
riage.” 

In answering a question on if 
he felt Mayor Gavin Newsom was 
wrong last year in ordering the 
city to wed gay couples, the gover¬ 
nor also signaled he may likely 
sign Leno’s legislation if it makes 
it to his desk this year. 

“I thought he was overstepping 
the line, because I thought that 
this is, again, something that the 
legislators can do, the people can 
do, or the court can do, but not in¬ 
dividual mayors...” he responded. 

Leno is confident he can get 
the bill to the governor this sum¬ 
mer and has been reminding him 
that the Legislature does represent 
the citizen’s of the state. Whether 
Schwarzenegger vetoes or signs 
the bill depends on “whether he 
identifies the Legislature as the 
people ... we are the people’s voice 
in California,” Leno said. ▼ 
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Kok-Hiong (Sam) Lee 

1971 - 2004 


Sam Lee moved on to a better place 
this past December 2004. He originally 
came to San Francisco in 1994, by way 
of Canada. Sam was born and raised in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia where he devel¬ 
oped a fondness for water polo and sci¬ 
ence. At the age of 18, he moved to 
Winnipeg, where he earned his B.Sc. 
(Hons.) in Biochemistry from the Uni¬ 
versity of Manitoba and made lifelong 
friendships which endured to the very 
end. Sam subsequently moved to San 
Francisco and continued his studies at 
the University of San Francisco. 

Sam enjoyed San Francisco and all it 
had to offer. He loved rollerblading in 
Golden Gate Park, cooking truly deca¬ 
dent desserts, hiking, camping, building 
furniture, and making Christmas tree 
decorations. He was also obsessed with 
figure skating, spending entire Satur¬ 
days watching his favorite skaters on TV, 
and often taking to the ice himself. 

Sam was the most extraordinary 
person: Funny, brilliant, sweet, sexy, 
stubborn, charming, fearless, delightful 
and at times utterly exasperating. He 
was his own man. Sam touched many of 
us deeply, as boyfriend, friend, and con¬ 
fidant. His leaving so soon and too 
early has affected us more than we can 
possibly say. Tom, John, Mark, Kim, 
Chip, his friends and co-workers, and 
his family in Malaysia love him and will 
miss him as long as we live. Sweet jour¬ 
ney, you beautiful man. 

Harry Lien 


Harry Lien, age 69, born June 10, 
1935 in Fargo, North Dakota, passed 
away February 25,2005. He served in 
the United States Marines and lived in 
his beloved San Francisco since 1965. A 
free and gentle spirit, Harry lived simply 
as an artist, music lover and humanitar- 


Gays can wed 

A previous page 

Rights, a partner with the city in 
fighting the lawsuit, beamed with 
joy at the legal victory and said of 
the city’s standing up for LGBT 
rights that it is “really an honor to 
have the city at our side.” 

“Lesbian and gay citizens in 
California are full individuals and 
entitled to full dignity of the law 
for their lives and their families. 
That should not be a provocative 
sentiment,” she said. “The day is 
passing when it is appropriate to 
single out a classification of indi¬ 
viduals for special status.” 

Bob Kearney, associate director 
of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Northern California, 
added, “San Francisco is showing 
leadership in the expansion of the 
phrase ‘and justice for all’ for 
same-sex couples in Modesto, 
Stockton, in the red counties in 
the north to the blue counties in 
the south and all counties in be¬ 
tween.” 

Loss for Lockyer 

During oral arguments in the 
case last December, lawyers for 
state Attorney General Bill Locky¬ 
er defended current state law be¬ 
cause the state’s domestic partner¬ 
ships in effect gave same-sex cou¬ 
ples nearly all the rights and ben¬ 
efits heterosexual couples receive 
through marriage. Yet Kramer dis¬ 
missed that reasoning, writing, 
“The creation of a superstructure 
of marriage-like benefits for 
same-sex couples is no remedy.” 

The very existence of the state’s 
domestic partnership laws, rea¬ 
soned Kramer, leads to the con¬ 
clusion that there is no “rational 
state interest” to deny gay and les¬ 
bian couples the rites of marriage 
as well. 

“The idea that marriage-like 
rights without marriage is ade¬ 
quate smacks of a concept long re¬ 
jected by the courts: separate but 
equal,” he wrote. 

As of Tuesday, Lockyer’s office 
had yet to comment on the judge’s 
ruling, with a spokesman saying they 
were still reviewing the opinion. 

Kramer soundly rejected the 


ian. He traveled widely and especially fa¬ 
vored Hawaii. His battle with AIDS was 
heroic. He was an active and cherished 
member at St. Francis Lutheran Church, 
where he volunteered with a feeding 
program for the poor. He will be greatly 
missed for his kind eyes and generous 
smile. 

He is survived by a sister Marlys 
(Roy) Daley and brothers Jerry, Gary, 
and Larry. A memorial service was held 
on Sunday, March 13 at 9:30 a.m. at St. 
Francis Lutheran Church in San Fran¬ 
cisco. His ashes were buried in the 
Memorial Terrace of St. Francis follow¬ 
ing the usual 11 a.m. service. 

William Duane Swenor 


William Duane 
Swenor, life partner 
& spouse of 51 
years, passed away 
suddenly on Mon¬ 
day, March 7,2005. 
Bill was 67 when he 
died. He was born 
in Flint, Michigan 
on July 6, 1938. Bill 
has lived in Hay¬ 
ward since 1968. 

Bill is survived by his life partner 
and spouse, Marvin Burrows and fami¬ 
ly members: Tina Thompson and fami¬ 
ly, Dan and Danny Burrows, A1 and Jan 
Burrows, and his many pets. 

On February 15,2004, Bill and Mar¬ 
vin were married in San Francisco City 
Hall by California Assemblyman Mark 
Leno. The California Supreme Court in¬ 
validated that marriage six months later. 

Bill was employed by Owens Illinois 
Warehouse in Oakland for 38 years, 
working the graveyard shift warehouse¬ 
man. 

Bill was an avid golfer as well as a 
cigar and coffee connoisseur. Bill made 
many golf buddies over the years, espe¬ 
cially his favorite, Tina Conboy. Bill was 
a successful long-distance bicycle rider 


who did several coast-to-coast Canadian 
rides in addition to several Canada-to- 
Mexico rides via the Coast Highway. Bill 
was a professional motorcycle racer for 
many years, winning over 40 trophies. 

Bill was a supporter or member of 
the Democratic Party, ACLU, Hayward 
DEMOS, and Lavender Seniors of the 
East Bay, GLOBE, the Lighthouse Com¬ 
munity Center, EQCA, MECA, Gay 8c 
Lesbian Task Force, and the Human 
Rights Campaign. 

A Memorial Celebration of Bill’s 
Life was held at the Lavender Senior’s 
Monthly Pot-Luck at the San Leandro 
Community Church, 1395 Bancroft in 
San Leandro at Noon on Saturday, 
March 12.2005. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Tides/Lavender Seniors of 
the East Bay, The Lighthouse Commu¬ 
nity Center, or SOS Meals on Wheels, 
Hayward. 


OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow normal rules of capitaliza¬ 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste. 

If you're submitting a photo of 
the deceased, write their name on 
the back. If you include a SASE 
for the photo's return, write the 
person's name on the inside of 
the envelope flap. All obituaries 
must include a contact name and 
phone number. They must be sub¬ 
mitted within a year of the death. 

Deadline for obituaries is 
Monday at 5 p.m., with the 
exception of special display ad 
obituaries, which must be 
submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 




Plaintiffs Diane Sabin, left, and 
Jewelle Gomez celebrate 
Monday's decision. 


argument put forth by antigay 
groups in the case that an 1859 
decision in Baker v. Baker found 
that the purpose of marriage is for 
procreation and therefore same- 
sex couples should be denied mar¬ 
riage rights. Just as there is noth¬ 
ing in the law to support the no¬ 
tion that in California, “only vir¬ 
gins can marry,” Kramer found 
the same is true of excluding gay 
couples from marrying. 

“The facts and language of the 
case, however, do not stand for the 
proposition that one must be ca¬ 
pable of producing children in 
order to marry,” wrote Kramer. 
Instead, he found that the cases 
cited by the antigay groups “... 
confirm the obvious natural and 
social reality that one does not 
have to be married in order to 
procreate, nor does one have to 
procreate in order to be married. 
Thus, no legitimate state interest 
to justify the preclusion of same- 
sex marriage can “be found...” 

In addition, Kramer found that 
any assertion that California’s 
marriage laws do not discriminate 
based on gender is incorrect. He 
ruled that anyone who argues that 
men and women are treated the 
same because neither can marry 
someone of the same gender 
“misses the point.” 

“The marriage laws establish 
classifications and discriminate 
based on those gender-based clas¬ 
sifications. As such, for the pur¬ 
pose of an equal protection analy¬ 
sis, the legislative scheme creates a 
gender-based classification.” 

Supervisor Bevan Dufty called 
Kramer’s ruling a “road map to 


courage” and called on the gay 
community to reach out to the 
“hearts and minds” of Californi¬ 
ans throughout the state. 

“It’s simple. It isn’t fair, it is un- 
Californian,” to deny same-sex 
couples equal protection under 
the law, said Dufty. 

Next steps 

The case now heads to the state 
Court of Appeals before making 
its way to the state Supreme 
Court. It is expected to take any¬ 
where from a year to 18 months 
before the Supreme Court rules in 
the matter. Newsom said he is 
hopeful the matter will make its 
way quickly through the appellate 
courts. Until the Supreme Court 
issues its decision - and if it’s a fa¬ 
vorable decision - the city will not 
be issuing marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples. 

“Lives are in the balance,” said 
Newsom, referring to the couples 
who saw their weddings annulled 
as well as their children, family, 
and friends. “We just celebrated 
their one-year anniversary but this 
is an even bigger celebration 
today. It is a great sense of relief 
from my perspective.” 

Kendell said it is up to gay and 
lesbian couples to come out in 
their workplace, to their friends, 
and to their families, in order to 
educate people as to why having 
marriage rights is important. 

In one of the first barometers 
of public opinion taken after the 
decision Monday, a SurveyUSA 
and CBS 5 poll found that 47 per¬ 
cent of people in the Bay Area 
agreed with the judge’s ruling, 
while 40 percent disagreed, and 13 
percent said they were not sure. 
The poll of 500 adults has a sam¬ 
pling error of plus or minus 4.5 
percent. 

“We have to change the hearts 
and minds of people,” said 
Kendell. 

Gomez agreed it is up to same- 
sex couples to speak out on the 
issue. 

“We have to figure put how to 
tell our story. We have to say to 
people that we are actually human 
beings and are not the devil and 
that it is not scary to give us equal 
rights,” she said. ▼ 
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Jock tock 


by Jim Provenzano 


o, the Human Rights Cam- 
paign led the push to save 
gay sports jerseys. How 
nice for them. How nice 
fbr everyone. 

As you’ve probably al¬ 
ready heard, Rex Wockner 
reported that a person 
named Gay was denied the 
right to have an NFL jersey 
made with his name. 

“It’s being correct¬ 
ed,” NFL corporate 
communications 
manager Dan Mason- 
son told the New Or¬ 
leans Times-Picayune on March 4. 
“The jersey will be available short¬ 
ly” 

I copped that quote third-hand 
from sexy Rexy Wockner, who 
pretty much broke the story, be¬ 
cause frankly I don’t give a rat’s ass 
about the inanities of this story, 
other than showing how “Nean¬ 
derthal” the NFL is. Who said 
that? David Kopay. And he ought- 
ta know. 

He’s just one of hundreds of 
athletes, pro and amateur, whom 
I’ve been working with to get this 
little exhibit going up downtown 
at the GLBT Historical Society. It 


opens April 2. You may have heard 
about it. If you haven’t, you will. 
You’ll see a lot of jerseys in it. 
There may not be any “GAY” jer¬ 
seys, but those who wore them 
certainly were. 

And isn’t it great 
that wire services 
and those few other 
so-called gay sports jour¬ 
nalists around lapped up on 
the story. Because the revolu¬ 
tion is just a T-shirt away, or 
at least a mesh cutoff 
away. Such a story is 
what I call a “throw 
away,” an item that 
writes itself. 

Fortunately, it was 
solved by now, thanks to all the 
bloggers who obsessed about it, 
and the activists who scolded the 
oh-so-now-progressive NFL into 
submission. It isn’t making that 
environment one inch safer for 
GLBT athletes. But go on and 
order your LOG CABIN 
SODOMIST FELCHING 

BLEACHER BUM official jersey, if 
it makes you happy. 

And in lieu of offering some 
serious journalism this week, I’m 
doing a sort of homage to some of 
the earliest gay sports journalists 
in this and other newspapers. 
Some of them were downright 
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catty! Particularly in those rau¬ 
cous Community Softball League 
versus Gay Softball League days in 
the 1970s. It’s so fascinating to 
delve into this history. I’ve gone 
retro! 

But if you’re “older than dirt,” 
as one honoree at last Sunday’s 
GSL Opening Ceremonies joked, 
then you know of what I write, 
those days when people basically 
ripped on each other and played 
up controversies. While avoiding 
the scary thought of soon becom¬ 
ing the Sweet Lips of sports writ¬ 
ing, I’ve spent hours and hours 
scanning and dreamily gazing 
over photos and other items doc¬ 
umenting the early days of this 
once-little, now sprawling com¬ 
munity, because in those days 
men actually had mustaches and 
didn’t wax their chests, and well, 
looked terrific, and so did the 
women. (Not the mustache part). 

Anyway, the softball games en¬ 
sued all over Crocker Amazon 
Park last weekend. It was a nice, 
warm day for a softball, but I had 
to get back to the cool cloistered 
quarters of the archives. Home¬ 
work! On a Sunday! 

Some other folks who have 
done their homework - well, 
swim work - are another favorite 
tribe in the GLBT sports world, 
Tsunami Swim Club. 

All the pledges for the club’s 
‘Turning the Tide” swim-a-thon, 
held several weeks ago at the Koret 
Center, have been counted, and 
the club raised $20,352.92 for the 
American Red Cross South Asia 
Relief Fund. The team’s history of 
giving continues. Including this 
benefit, SF Tsunami has raised 
more than $76,000 for charitable 
organizations since 1998. Pretty 
amazing, since they do it while 
underwater. 

The swimmers’ benefit was for 
the tsunami, you know that horri¬ 
bly tragic event that killed hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of people - oh, 
and injured a white supermodel 
and that Nate guy who fluffs pil¬ 
lows - the media forgot even them 
as soon as Paris Hilton lost her 
iPod, or her BlackBerry (we know 
she lost her cherry at about age 11.) 

True, it was fun to find her 


“friends’” phone numbers posted 
online, and give Mark Vincent 
(Vin Diesel to you) a call to thank 
him for those old times in New 
York (“Ah, Mars, we were all on the 
guest list then!”), and ask him 
what the heck The Pacifier mon¬ 
strosity is? Something big to suck 
on? 

Vin, still glaringly single, re¬ 
cently told the press he’s still wait¬ 
ing for the right... person. 

Team San Francisco doesn’t 
beat around the bush. They need 
women; strong, decisive women. 

The Team SF board has three 
open positions, and they are ac¬ 
tively seeking women to partici¬ 
pate in leadership with the orga¬ 
nization. Previous Gay Games at¬ 
tendance and local LGBT sports 
participation is preferred, but cer¬ 
tainly not required. 

Team SF is making all sorts of 
plans, like new uniforms for 
Chicago’s Gay Games VII. Let’s 
hope it’s a fabulous design. We all 
wouldn’t want to do that walk 
across Wrigley Field in 2006 in 


some outfit that clashes! 

The group also needs help in 
organizing its “365 Days ‘til the Gay 
Games” party at the LGBT Center, 
Friday evening, July 15. Nibbly 
things, drinks, swag for sale, and 
“Lights! Lagerfeld! Guest list!” Ex¬ 
cuse my Edina Monsoon moment, 
but they’re planning a fashion 
show, too. How very avant mode. 

And speaking of shindigs, do 
stop by the Pilsner (on Church 
Street at Market) this Saturday, 
from 3 to 6 p.m., where some fab¬ 
ulous items will be raffled off all 
to benefit the GLBT Historical So¬ 
ciety’s “Sporting Life” exhibit. I 
did mention that, didn’t I? It 
seems repetition is proving a 
sometimes necessary skill. 

I’ll be doing the classic inseam 
measurement for willing ticket 
buyers, particularly if they wear 
pinstriped softball pants - tight 
ones. 

So, do visit www.sftsunami. org, 
www.teamsf.org, www. glbthisto- 
ry.org, oh, and www. sportscom- 
plex.org for more info. T 



Play ball! 


S an Francisco Gay Softball League Commissioner Kathryn Knapp, left, watches an Opening Day game at 
Crocker-Amazon Park, following the kickoff ceremonies for the new season. Nearly 50 teams will com¬ 
pete in league play this season, which runs through June. For more information, visit www.sfgsl.org. 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

Come join other families to celebrate young children on April 10th from 
10:00-2:00. San Francisco's festival for young children has free events for 
everyone, including puppet shows, music, sing alongs, a jumper, and free books. We are locat¬ 
ed at Civic Center Plaza between McAllister and Grove Street. If you have any questions, please 
call Rosa at 642-4420. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Emergency Communications Department 
8240 Public Safety Communications 911 Coordinator 
Salary Approx.: $63,492 - $77,194: 

Req: 5 years experience as a Public Safety Dispatcher, including 2 years of Supervisory experi- 

No Felonies; CA Driver License. 

Deadline: March 18, 2005. 

Call: (415) 558-3850 or Go to www.sfgov.org/ecd EOE. 

2005 ANNUAL POOL OF QUALIFIED ARTS FOR PUBLIC ART PROJECTS 

The San Francisco Arts Commission has EXTENDED THE DEADLINE to April 1,2005 for 

applications to the 2005 Annual Pool of Qualified Artists for Public Art Projects. 

The San Francisco Arts Commission is seeking to establish a pre-qualified pool of professional 
artists for consideration for a variety of public art projects located at San Francisco International; 
Airport, the Academy of Sciences, Public Libraries, Recreation and Park facilities, the San Fran¬ 
cisco Public Utilities Commission, and at other locations throughout the city. We encourage 
artists using a variety of artistic approaches and media to apply. Sites may include building in¬ 
teriors, exteriors and natural park settings. Artwork budgets range from $20,000 to $1,000,000. 
The 2005 Annual Pool of Qualified Artists for Public Art Projects is open to practicing, pro¬ 
fessional artists residing in the United States. 

The deadline for submissions is 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 1, 2005. 

To view the complete prospectus and application visit our web site: 
www.sfartscommission.org/pubart 

Note: All Central Subway Qualified Artist Pool applicants are automatically eligible for con¬ 
sideration for this 2005 Annual Pool of Qualified Artists for Public Art Projects. Therefore, if 
you applied for the Central Subway Qualified Artist Pool, you do not need to reapply for the 
2005 Annual Pool of Qualified Artists. 

SAN FRANCISCO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Free or low-cost health care, (800) 300-9950. If you or someone you know needs immuniza¬ 
tions, check-ups, dental care, birth control, pregnancy testing, or prenatal care, call us. We are 
here to help women, teens, and children find free or low-cost health care. The San Francisco 
Department of Public Health provides referrals to clinics, doctors, and dentists in San Francis¬ 
co. Our English, Spanish, Cantonese, and Mandarin speaking staff are here to take your call, 
Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm 
WIC Program 

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), Supplemental Nutrition Program provides nutrition 
education, food vouchers, and breastfeeding support for pregnant women, postpartum women, 
infants, and children younger than five. Vouchers are picked up at a WIC site on a month¬ 
ly/bimonthly basis and may be exchanged for milk, cheese, eggs, cereal, juice, peanut 
butter/beans, and infant formulas in most grocery stores. All WIC services are free of charge. 
For more information, please call (415) 575-5788. 


Politics 

M page 9 

cusing them of supporting gay 
marriage (they don’t have a posi¬ 
tion). Whenever right-wingers are 
backed into a corner they cry ei¬ 
ther “9/11” or “gay marriage” and 
hope nobody notices they’re 
changing the subject. Since the 
anemic Washington press corps 
usually gives them no trouble with 
this tactic, it usually succeeds. 

Isn’t it sad that while our rep¬ 
resentatives in Washington are de¬ 
bating sweeping changes to bank¬ 
ruptcy laws and Social Security, 
most people can probably tell you 
more about the news about Scott 
Peterson, Michael Jackson, or 
Martha Stewart? We cannot 
have a functioning democracy 
without a news media that is will¬ 
ing to step up and inform the peo¬ 
ple about what they need to know 
- not just what is salacious or en¬ 
tertaining. 

While we’re talking about the 
Washington press corps, the major 
news outlets have barely acknowl¬ 
edged that among them in the 
White House briefing room was 
one Jeff Gannon aka James 
Guckert aka Bulldog, right-wing 
pseudo-reporter by day, hot, mili¬ 
tary man-date for $200 an hour by 
night. When he was not lobbing 
gooey love-note questions at the 
president and his spokespeople, 
JimJeftBulldog was advertising his, 
shall we say, ample charms on the 
Internet to discriminating gentle¬ 
men. I often throw around the term 
“media whore” pretty casually but 
it’s shocking to actually run across 
one in the literal sense. Kudos to the 
blogging community for research¬ 
ing and breaking this story. 

Just added to the ranks of blog¬ 
gers is our own Supervisor Chris 
Daly . While I rarely agree with his 
politics, Daly has the right idea 
communicating directly with his 
constituents through his blog. The 
stuffed shirts at the Chronicle can 
criticize Daly’s blog all they want, 
but they know that the days of the 
mainstream media as the sole ar¬ 
biters of what constitutes news are 
coming to an end. You’d be chal¬ 
lenged to find better up-to-the- 
minute reporting and analysis 
than what is written at such blogs 
as DailyKos (www.dailykos.com), 
Eschaton (atrois.blogspot.com), 
and AmericaBlog (americablog. 
blogspot.com). Daly is on the 
right side of this trend. 

Daly’s District 6 will have some 
guests soon. It was reported last 
week that the movie version of the 
musical Rent will be filmed in and 
around the Sixth Street area. The 
hardscrabble neighborhood won 
out, according to the filmmakers, 
because it most resembled the 


Our Family 

◄ page 2 

Childhood Education Collabora¬ 
tive, a three-year-old organization 
that trains preschool teachers and 
administrators to help create en¬ 
riching, welcoming environments 
for children of same-sex parents, 
and to normalize and integrate ac¬ 
ceptance and affirmation of LGBT 
households. The group created a 
City College course to train teach¬ 
ers to ensure same-gender repre¬ 
sentative creative play for stu¬ 
dents. The program has expanded 
in the past year thanks to city and 
Haas Foundation support. 

Children of same-sex parents 
often call, for example, one parent 
Mommy and the other Momma, 
an issue which arises when young 
students craft Mother’s and Fa¬ 
ther’s Day cards. 

“More and more people know 
our families are out there,” said 


dirty and decaying lower east side 
of Manhattan. Thanks ... I think. 

You may have noticed a lot of 
activity by the California Nurses 
Association opposing Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s pro¬ 
posed cuts to nursing. They’re on 
the radio, on the news, and plague 
the governor wherever he goes. 
None other than San Francisco’s 
own Shum Preston is leading 
that fight as the communications 
guru for the nurses. Recently CNA 
won a lawsuit forcing the gover¬ 
nor to allow patient-to-nurse ra¬ 
tios to change from the inhumane 
levels they’re at now to five nurses 
to every patient, set by a 1999 law 
due to take effect. Keep up the 
good work, Shum. 

Our wacky Governator and his 
administration have also been 
busted for releasing video news 
segments directly to local televi¬ 
sion outlets. These sneaky pieces 
are generally aired to viewers 
without a disclaimer stating that 
they were produced by the gov¬ 
ernment. California joins the 
ranks of several federal agencies in 
the Bush administration in this 
dubious practice. Let’s hope that 
our state - so cash-starved that 
Ahnold is contemplating more 
cuts to education - is not spend¬ 
ing too much money on this Sovi¬ 
et-style propaganda. 

Finally, a nod to my former 
boss Kevin Shelley, whose tenure 
as California secretary of state 
ended on March 4. We have him 
to thank for California becoming 
the first state in the nation to ban 
touch-screen voting machines 
without a paper trail. The security 
measures he imposed on the 
counties were in large part why 
California didn’t have the same 
meltdowns that occurred in Ohio 
and elsewhere. He also proudly 
supported gay marriage and was 
the first constitutional officer to 
come out in favor of Mark Leno’s 
marriage legislation last year. 

Shelley’s demise is testament to 
the power of the press that can 
splash every allegation across the 
front page but wholly ignore ex¬ 
planations and rebuttals. It is sad 
that many Democrats in Sacra¬ 
mento, cowed by the Republicans 
and the media, were far too quick 
to show Shelley the door without 
any real evidence of wrongdoing. 

And of course on this St. 
Patrick’s Day I will raise a glass to 
the legendary Wayne Friday, 
whose wit and insight will be 
missed by all but whose retire¬ 
ment is well deserved. ▼ 


San Francisco resident Paul 
Hogan is currently Northern 
California chair of the LGBT 
Caucus of the California 
Democratic Party. 


Appel. 

OFC hosts the Civic Center 
playground “Kid’s Space” at the 
post-Pride Parade festival. The 
award-winning family parade con¬ 
tingent generally marches early in 
the parade lineup to accommodate 
young attention spans. 

OFC is the result of a 2002 
merger between Our Family and 
the All Families Coalition. It was 
after that merger that Morrison 
was hired. 

Appel and her partner Alison, 
who works with death row in¬ 
mates in the office of the state 
public defender, are PTA co-pres¬ 
idents of their son, Kobe’s, Oxford 
Elementary School in Berkeley. 
They also have a daughter, 3. 

OFC will host its seventh an¬ 
nual LGBT Family Night on Sat¬ 
urday, March 19 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at the Berkeley YMCA, 2001 All- 
ston Way. For more information 
and to RSVP, call (510) 848-6834, 
ext. 541. T 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282969-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Yvonne Frazier Consulting, 2330 48th Ave. 
#1 San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Yvonne Frazier. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on N/A. 

The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/15/05. 
FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282934-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: GPZ Electric, 434 9th St. San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. 94103. This business is conducted 
by a corporation, signed James T. Duncan. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 1/13/00. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/14/05. 

FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283012-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Christian Horan Photography, 478 Duboce 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Christian Horan. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 2/16/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/16/05. 
FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282951-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Claire's Gourmet House, 3641 Balboa St. 

San Francisco, Ca. 94121. This business is 
conducted by a husband and wife, signed Jian 
Dong Tao. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/15/05. 

FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #0280160 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known as 
Gold Center & Imports located at 888 
Brannan St. # 152, San Francisco Ca. 
94103. This business was conducted by an 
individual signed Anoosh Kasparian. The 
fictitious name was filed with the City and 
county of San Francisco, Ca. on 10/21/04 
FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282980-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Rearden Studios, Inc. 355 Bryant St. 
#110 San Francisco, Ca. 94107. This 
business is conducted by a corporation, 
signed Stephen G. Perlman. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on N/A. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 2/15/05. 

MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283170-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Covered Wagon Hotel, 800 Moscow St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94112. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Shirley 
Broussard. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 2/1/83. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/23/05. 
MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283085-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Merit Illustration, 665 Natoma St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Andrew 
Merit. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 2/14/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/18/05. 
MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE# CNC 05541839 

In the matter of the application of Carol 
Anne Nelson for change of name. The ap¬ 
plication of Carol Anne Nelson for change 
of name having been filed in Court, and it 
appearing from said application that Carol 
Anne Nelson has filed an application 
proposing that his/her name be changed to 
Carol Nelson Ceres. Now therefore, it is 
hereby ordered, that all persons interested 
in said matter do appear before this Court 
in Room 218 on the 26th day of April, 
2005 at 9:00 am of said day to show cause 
why the application for change of name 
should not be granted. 

MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541840 

In the matter of the application of Brittany 
Amber Brown for change of name. The ap¬ 
plication of Brittany Amber Brown for 
change of name having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Brittany Amber Brown has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Brittany Brown Ceres. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that all per¬ 
sons interested in said matter do appear 
before this Court in Room 218 on the 26th 
day of April, 2005 at 9:00 am of said day 
to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283418-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Metzler Brothers, 675 Haight St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership, signed 
Joseph B. Metzler. The registrants) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on N/A. The statement was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. 
on 3/3/05. 

MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283434-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Burke Ventures, 226 Grand View Ave. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business 
is conducted by an individual, signed 
Thomas R. Burke. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on N/A. The statement was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. 
on 3/3/05. 

MAR. 10,17, 24, 31 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283439-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Manna Bakery, 1235 Griffith St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94124. This business is 
conducted by a husband and wife, signed 
Albert Torres. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on N/A. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca. on 3/3/05. 

MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282920-00 

The following person(s) are doing busi¬ 
ness as: Holistic Solutions, 2290 3rd St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94107. This business 
is conducted by an individual, signed 
Ken Estes. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above list¬ 
ed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
2/14/05. 

MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 


DIAKADI 

Personal Training and Wellness Center 


DIAKADI Body 

Personal Training and Wellness Center 
Setting the Bar for Personal Training in SF 
Highly Innovative, Private Training Facility 
for Getting Results from Your Workouts. 

c 

Take a virtual tour of our facility 
or view our trainers' bios at: 

www.diakadibody.com 

290 Division Street * 

between 10th Street and Brannan Street 
415.863-4922 
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SmaW condo...* Wry estate... 
\r// \ aveat round Vvome.. .a. vacatvou 

getaway--a ?> teat vrvvestmeut. 
Norn toms can come cmemMm 
Spnn^.OaW me. Man Emen, ^ 

760 - 902-5266 

Ema:A-ManUmevvto\tot@ao\.com 

WJ.Mantoeiv.com 


HILLSBOROUGH Hide-A-Way 


Private retreat on over 1 acre with Canyon views 
and natural light. Elegant Contemporary offers 
gracious floor plan for entertaining. 3 bedrooms 
and 2.5 bathrooms plus 550 SF bonus room. 
Serene setting yet close to commute routes. 

Offered at $1,899,000 


StacyKeller.com 
650.931.2080 Direct 


IalainPinelI 


DOUGLAS 

DELIVERS 


Douglas Bottling 


I Approx. 150' of frontage! Ridge/River views, wrap around deck, marble hearth FP, 

White Dak floors, Hickory cabinets, vaulted ceilings and 4 sliding doors lets nature 
in! 2 Bedrooms, 2 custom baths in an open, bright floorplan. Raised above poten¬ 
tial flood w/ an engineered foundation and septic. Huge backyard, gravel paths, 
towering redwoods, full sun plus the beauty of Sonoma County. Close to SF, winer¬ 
ies, outdoor activities, nightlife and the Pacific Ocean. Offered at S659.Q00. 


Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 
2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 
Larry 760.880.3615 
Email: 

TheTwinRealtors@aol.com 


Let us help you find your 
perfect place in the sun. 


Homes & Condos from 
$100,000 and up. 


it’s “the twins” in palm springs 


delivers Sonoma 
County real 
estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 
or selling, take advan¬ 
tage of his 18 years of 
experience and the 
expertise that has 
earned him a spot in 
the top 6% of all pro¬ 
ducers in the national 
Prudential network. 


Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! Prudential 

(800) 200-2011 x204 ^ California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruReaity.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohiing 


MAUI REAL ESTATE 

<p 

www.michaelhealey.net 


808 875 5651 


Michael Healey ~ i 

Broker Partner 

Integrity 

Experience 

Performance 

n 

*2 


Call or email for Maui's best values! 


SAN LEANDRO 

$837,000 857 Estudillo St. Sun. 12- 
4. Beautifully Restored Victorian 
Georgeous Details thru-out. 

4Br/2BA, 11' ceilings, 2 verandas, 
2fplcs, wine cellar, 4car garage, huge 
lot! 510-357-0120, virtual tour: 
robertjonesandassociates.com 


HEALDSBURG 

Opportunity to purchase 4 furnished 
cottages/suites located on 2 adjoining 
separate parcels for daily/weekend 
rentals in downtown Healdsburg. 

Just steps from shops/restaurants and 
one block to the Plaza. $1,450,000. 
Call 707- 953-2772 or 
707-292-3152. 


PALM SPRINGS 

DEMUTH PARK 

Sm 3Bdr 2BA 
FIXER $299,000 
415-860-4874. 


130 ACRE RANCH-NORCA. 
3BR+2BR 25 MIN. EAST 
OF REDDING CITY LHTS 

View. Stream, Ponds 
Anual Inc 15K Spr. 

Wtr. 415 860 4874 
Asking $1,025,000 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


ROOMMATES 

San Jose houseshare 280/880 $550+ 
1/2 util, Smoke OK 408-244-6640. 

'E14 

ROOM FOR RENT 

On 23 Monterey Bus Line 
Near SF State. Call 334-3353 


$650 EZ pkng, shr w/3 GM Ige hse 
Upper Mkt/D Hts, big sunny bdrm. 
No pets. 415-641-5564/658-4370 wk. 


$495 Mo. Room, private entrance. 
Redwood City M/F. 650-369-9045. 

___Ell 

East Bay Pleasant Hill. Tahoe Set¬ 
ting. Bdrm w/pvt bath, enclosed 
garage, 1/2 util, incld. $700. 

Mike 925-947-5550 


REAL ESTATE 


#1 Real Estate Co. for the past 10 
years on the Russian River. 


^ Prudential 

W7/M California Realty 

West County 

www.prudentialsonoma.com 



IDEAL RE ¬ 

TREAT 


This 2 bedroom 
home with bonus 
room is situated 
high above the 
Russian River with 
wonderful privacy. Character plus vaulted wood 
beamed ceiling in living room, fireplace, decks, 
storage/laundry, spacious bonus/guest space 
comes to market this weekend, $449,900. 


Don’t forget - www.orudentialsonoma.com. 
check out this week’s hot properties! 


(707) 869-9011 (800) 974-9013 

Russian River 

16315 Main Street. Guerneville 


RENTALS 

STYLISH. SPACIOUS. 
CONVENIENT. 


www.theviliasparkmerced.com 

415/405-4600 


Now Leasing Tawnhomes and Flats 
with Amenities Galore. 


SFS CAY HOTEL 

LUZ HOTEL 725 GEARY 

$65/Night Wkly & Monthly avail. 
Check our Daboyz Rm - A must see! 

415-928-1917• 866-STAYLUZ 


SOUTH OF MARKET APT 

lBdrm IBath, Spacious, Great Loc¬ 
ation, newly renovated, laundry, 
$1,350. For appt call 415-974-5707 ; 


mm 

MALE SENIOR NEEDS A 
PLACE TO LIVE IN SF. DO 
YOU HAVE ANYTHING 
WITH BATH AVAILABLE? 
CAN AFFORD $550 PLEASE 
CALL RAY 282-5297 


iik 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283324-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: KAVI Skin Solutions, Inc. 75 Casa Way, 
#6 San Francisco, Ca. 94123. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a corporation, signed 
Kaveh Aiizadeh. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
3/1/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/1/05. 
MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283375-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Idea Gems Art & Frame, 274 Capp St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Carolina 
Tan-Bautista. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 3/2/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/2/05. 
MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is/are: Universe LLC. The ap¬ 
plicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
at 71 Stevenson Street, Suite #1500 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94105, to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: 518 Haight St. San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. 94117 Type of License applied for: 
41 - ON-SALE BEER AND WINE - 
EATING PLACE 
MAR. 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283506-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Rue Saint Jacques, 1098 Jackson St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94133. This business 
is conducted by an individual, signed Cher¬ 
ry L. Sta-Ana. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on N/A. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca. on 3/7/05. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283566-00 

The following person(s) are doing busi¬ 
ness as: European Psychic, 890 Sutter 
St. San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Mike Adams. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under 
the above listed fictitious business name 
or names on N/A. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. on 3/9/05. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283577-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Royal Loan, 1024 Mission St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Tengiz 
iosebashvili. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
8/11/92. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
3/9/05. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283661-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
The Nutshell Corporation, 867 McAllister St 
San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Lavon 
Jones. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 10/1/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/14/05. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283624-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
U.S.S. Repose, 4220 Cesar Chavez #211 
San Francisco, Ca. 94131. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed David A. 
Lara. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 3/1/05. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 3/11/05. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE# CNC 05541898 

In the matter of the application of Patrick 
Augustus Walsh for change of name. The 
application of Patrick Augustus Walsh for 
change of name having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Patrick Augustus Walsh has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Aldo Veranzo. Now therefore, 
it is hereby ordered, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Room 218 on the 17th day of 
May, 2005 at 9:00 am of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 
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VACATION RENTALS 






Hilo Hawaii! 

I Vacation Cottages on 8 Acres ^ 

I Tropical Paradi&ei jj 

f Walk to tine beach and botanical gardens. 
“The Fails at Kawainui” in Onemea Bay 

Tel. 808.964.5994 
|www.V R BO.com749625 


DESERT HOT SPRINGS 

Bed & full Bkfst $25 per person. 
Reservations only 760.288.4811 E 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com EIB 


INSTRUCTION 



• All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441-2062 



W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

SIS 41^-252^7552 
www.weltax.com 


Financial District 
Tax Service 

APPOINTMENTS IN SF AREA 

Evenings and weekends 

From $139 

Professionally Prepared 
Includes Electronic Filing 
Fast Refunds 
Direct Deposit 
Accuracy Controlled 
Reasonable Rates 
Personal Service 


Stan Vossler Since 1986 


415-647-5566 


IEEHort 





PALM SPRINGS VACATION HOMES 


get polished, buffed, wrapped and 
rubbed at our full service spa, then 
after dinner, relax in front of your 
own fireplace in nothing but a fluffy 
robe...and a smile. 


reservations | 707.869.2706 
866.73. RE LAX 

www.retreatresort.biz 

info@retreatresort.biz 


14711 ARMSTRONG WOODS ROAD . GUEfiNEVlUE . CA 95446 


Hundreds to 


choose from. 


Nightly, 
Weekly or 
Monthly. 


McLean Company Rentals 

Reservations: (800) 777-4606 
Website: www.ps4rent.com 


experience the new russian river 



Computer Help 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp’d pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: www.jzk.info 
Celt: (415)431-6766 


Need PC help? 


Experienced / 

c 

Friendly 

Reasonable j ~ 



Ed: 415-282-0383 L 




~ m m 

* Communications 

Telephone 5 Computer Cabling 
Telephone 6 Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems ■ Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfo@allwired.net 

Lie. # 796389 Ph: 468-9400 


Upside down? 


Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


remain.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office 
throughout the Bay Area. 

415-552-7909 
www.sf-remain.com 



PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 


JOBS OFFERED 



o^JEmail^c^jobs@adultsuj^ersource^con^ 


BREAKFAST HOST / 
ROOM ATTENDANT 

Friendly, hardworking, dependable 
individual needed for Castro Area 
Guest House. 

Full time position Sat-Wed Prompt 7:00AM start time. Mature outgoing person with 
strong people skills, knowledge of SF area, as well as cleaning/laundry experience. 
Some heavy lifting required. $ 10/hr to start. Terrific Work Environment. 

Apply in person with resume/refernces to Bob @ 520 Church Street between 
1 lam -4pm Mon-Thurs. or fax @ 415.621.4139 


WWW.PARKERGUESTHOUSE.COM 



EN ERG Y 9 2.7 FM - S ales / Ac count E x e c utive 
Energy 92.7, San Francisco’s dance hits radio station, is 
looking for outside sales representatives. Candidates must be 
self-motivated, focused, and have a proven track record in 
both personal and professional achievement and excellent 
interpersonal and telecommunication skills. Previous outside 
sales experience is also preferred. 

Job duties include— Extensive prospecting, cold-calling and 
face-to-face presentations to retail and corporate business, 
developing and growing relationships with new customers, 
developing and executing effective marketing campaigns for 
radio, internet and event marketing. v 

Please forward a letter and/or resume to: 
salesjobs@energy927fm.com . Energy 92.7 is an equal 
opportunity employer and is committed to a diverse workplace. 



SAN FRANCISCO 


MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

with experience in one or more of the 
following: plumbing, electrical, light 
carpentry, landscaping and pool 
maintenance. Position requires good 
communication and organization 
skills and the ability to work with 
outside services and contractors. 
Medical and dental benefits included. 
Accepting applications and resumes at 

THE WATERGARDEN 

A PRIVATE GAY MEN’S CLUB 

1010 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 
95126 408-275-1242 or email: 
wginc@pacbell.net Ask for Dave 


Drywall Trainee, hard detail work w/ 
cjf, part-time $12-16. 995-4782 ^ 

BARBER OR STYLIST WANTED 

Chair rental in a very mellow 
unpretentious space. $125/week for 
people who have experience in the 
business and don't want a boss. Call 
Dave 999-2883 Haight & Market 

El 

Resident Manager for SOMA reno¬ 
vated property, with shared bath¬ 
rooms; 1554 Howard/Van Ness, in 
exchanged for reduced rent plus 
commission. Fax resume to 
415-775-8824. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541867 

In the matter of the application of Senada 
Caus for change of name. The application 
of Senada Caus for change of name having 
been filed in Court, and it appearing from 
said application that Senada Caus has filed 
an application proposing that his/her name 
be changed to Nadia Caus. Now therefore, 
it is hereby ordered, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Room 218 on the 5th day of May, 
2005 at 9:00 am of said day to show cause 
why the application for change of name 
should not be granted. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF AL¬ 
COHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

To whom it may concern: The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is/are: Sergio Enrique Bel- 
transilva. The applicants listed above are 
applying to the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control at 71 Stevenson Street, 
Suite #1500 San Francisco, Ca. 94105, to 
sell alcoholic beverages at: 2833 24th St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110. Type of Li¬ 
cense applied for: 

41-ON-SALE BEER AND WINE- ? 
EATING PLACE 
MAR. 17, 2005 
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mwfiiin 


SERVICES 


Bjorn Landscapes 

Landscape Design • Services & Maintenance 
Creating Sanctuaries for over / years 
Shade Gardens • Water Features • Stone Ratios 
Rock Wails • Irrigation & Lighting Systems 
For a free consultation, please contact: 
Anders Bjorn • 

BjornLandscape@eakthlink.net 


Fernando Cleaning Services 


Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

io Years Experience • Great References 
(415) 567-6213 / (415) 571-7894 cell 
Call Free Estimates 


amiomiMKAfim 


FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS f 
DESIGN m SPECIALIZE IN: 

PONDS & WATERFALLS 
STAMPED CONCRETE mwiRC 

SOD • PUNTS IN & 0UTD00RS * 

FENCES (WOOD & METAL) 

IRRIGATION 


PHONE: 650.557.1543 • 415.310.4857 


a f>J ^ 




LAND 


HIGH INTEGRITY LANDSCAPING ■ 415 269 6609 


LinK Landscape Design & Construction 

Creating Beautiful Bardens. 

Low-maintenance, irrigation Sgstems. 

Becks. Hot Ms. Fences. 

Jim Linn # 731605 •his) 282-0288 






STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415 - 978-2463 

Portraits/Online Photos 

http ://www. steven u n derh i ll.com 


^GOT*? 

PETS? 

PET SITTING a DDG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR CDNSULTRTION 

GRLL JERNINE 

415 861-5381 iai 


HOUSECLEANING 

Since 1979, many original clients. 

All equipment and supplies. 

Richard 415-255-0389. 

Cleaning Professional 19 yrs exp 
(415) 664-0513 • Roger Miller 

Housecleaner, personal assistant 
Organizer, driver, errands, pet sitter, 
moving, packing, caregiver 
Mike 495-2312. 

BEST CLEAN $40 WEEKLY 

or bi-weekly. Once $55/flat rate. 
Whole house clean. Best basic clean 
in the business. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed. Call John 420-2926. Reliable. 
In B.A.R. since 1991. Honest. 

'Cleaning Professional 17 yrs exp. 
Home or Office • Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513. 


British Bulldog 
Hardwood 
Flooring 

Free Estimates 
Refinish - Installation 
15 years experience 
Excellent references 
Residential 
& 

Commercial 

( 510 ) 834-0162 


1 IKKA 

WEmmmtmm 

CUSTOM 

° New Construction 
° Remodeling 
° Repairs 
° Replacements 

Tel: 415.786.1221 

mm 

Lie # 849533 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 


PRUNE YOUR TREE 

Expert in pruning all varieties of 
trees & more. Please call 334-3334 

_Ell 

Handsome WM will do you pleasure 

For a paint job lOhr 835-4735. 

_ ' _§20 

FLOWER ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 


Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs exp. Free Est. 370-4341 

1 *£13 

We do the work so you don't have to... 

Wizard's Clean Team 

487-0114 

We get there and like magic, when we 
leave...it's clean! nR 


UPKEEP 


JUST HAUl. IT t JUST PAINT IT ! 
JUST PLUMB rr ! JUST SHOCK IT ! 
JUST err IT TOGETHER ! 

•jusTfix nvxjto 

JUST CALL JIM! WW? 

415-864-6850 " 


ti&V A// ’PUP&TZIC'IAH'? 

uj oz Omcz 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeling, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 
No Job Too Small • Low Rates 


cotoms T 

PAINWQ CO. 


• Commercial/Residential 

• Interior/Exterior 


Winter Special 

10 % Off Interiors 


’ Quality Craftsmanship 
' Over 20 Yrs. Experience 


(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 



NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


I1IHLITY ROOFING SINCE 1981 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
Ail Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured a & PD-State Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


' CALIFORNIA 
»CARPENTRY CO. 


BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 
DECKS & FENCES 

TEL: 415.244.8523 

CaliforniaCarpentry.com 

UC# 841971 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

( 415 ) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


n 

mm 

INTERIORS ONLY 
COLOR CONSUIimTION 

GREAT PRICES 

w. 

CLEAN,FAST ’ 

415.370.4849 

JPPCOMPANY@AOL.COM 


PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK • 

415 - 374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


Drywall/Plaster - Highest Quality 
New/Repair/Patch. Artistic Detail. 
Textures. $30/Hr. 995-4782 


Brookline 
Aries 
We 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


( 415 ) 239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@ pa cbell .n et 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY ELECTRIC 


fPH £415£ 563-56451 


Hai 


timatesL 


Old Houses • Condo Conversions 
New Panels • Service Calls 
Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 


TOP 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


i CARPENTRY 

!■■■■■■■■ 

i Specializing in 

i Kitchens 

i 8c Baths 

Interior 

1 Remodeling 

Crown 8 a 
Custom Trim 

i Windows 8c Doors 

I Impeccable References 

! 1 - 415 - 505-2427 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 

Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 

( 415 ) 519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured_State Uc.# 792783 



Kitchen 

Bath 

Counter tops 
Marble 
Slate 

Impeccable 

References 

1-415-505-2427 


JUST HAUL IT I 
JUST PAINT IT I I 
JUST PLUMB IT ! 
JUST SHOCK IT I I 


JUST FIX IT ! 

- AN ALL PURPOSE HANDYMAN SERVICE - 

JIM - (415) 864 - 6850 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415.584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

RICK GERHARTER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 rgerharter@igc.org 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com ^ 

Good dish on any one in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com ^ 

WANT TO STAY ON TOP 

of leather events around the world? 
Click regularly on www.LeatherPage. 
com weekly. Stay informed. Stay on 
top. Stay in the loop! Do it now! 


npartylist . com 

; The :/ —- 

Essential 
| Resource 
For All 
Party 8pys 
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hauling 


^ ( 415 ) 621-5164 W 

CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Sofas, Padding, 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


&$&**** 




'Hauling in general 
•Careful & Dependable 

650557-1543 
415310-4857 


“•415 665-0800 - 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer-Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


TOM’S TRANSFER 

Entire household 
Removal Service 

Free On Site 
No-Obligation Estimate 

Tel: 415.902.2227 


HAULING RELIABLE ON TIME 
Call Mike • 415-577-7180. 

_E14 

2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 


MOVERS 


Pat Ryan 
Moving & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS S WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189309 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


[~PAI 


FREE ESTIMATES 




PACKING*M0VIN0* STORAGE 


415 * 821-4755 

WWW*JACKTRUX*COM 


COUNSELING 


DC 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 


(415) 431-3220 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 

Serving the Bay Area Since 1973 


415.987.9347 

CA License: PSY 1979S 


Mark Jurek, PhD 

Licensed Psychologist 

Quality, Affordable Care for our Community. 


‘ Free initial consultation ' 


Therapy for Individuals & Couples 



relationship & family issues • grief & loss 
lesbian/gay/queer concerns • life transitions 
sexuality • depression * struggles with addiction 
personal & spiritual growth • help in articulating goals 

Long or short-term therapy available. Depth-oriented. 
Conveniently located on Divisadero Street at California. 
Call 415-820-9620 for a free initial consultation. 

Don Mack, M A, M.F.T.I. 

Marriage and Family Therapist Intern #46243 
Supervised by X. Mai Le, MFT #23656 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 


raylesta 

d amtpsc&eopc easoi 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CAU TOIL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA'S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wwwgaylesta.org 


O VERBATIM©? 

| Experienced, Compassionate, 
effective therapy. 

ELLEN DEKKER, MFT 
(415) 979-6830 


Brief, 

solution- 

focused 

therapy and 

coaching 

for individuals 

and couples 


Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY 18892) 

(415) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 



Vm sad. / wish I 
knew where to find 
some help. 





David Lai, Ph. D. 

Psychologist (PSY 17205) 

My approach fuses western science and 
eastern philosophy to hefp you with 
Depression, Anxiety, 

Drug Use, HIV. 
Individuals and Couples. 
Castro Office 
No Charge for First Consultation 
415 - 608-7092 
www.DrDavidLai.com 


HEALTH 


Eye Exams - Contacts 
Fashion Frames 
in Pleasant Hill 

925.687.7638 

Dr. Thomas Ophardt, O.D. 

VSR Spedera, tyeMed, Others 



LIFE COACH 


LIFE COACH 

Joseph Osborne I V 



Live Your Dreams 
Have More Fun 
Find Your Purpose 
Re-Invent Yourself 

415.293.8204 


NOTICES 

“BOUND BUT 
NOT GAGGED” 

is the name of Mister Marcus's new 
book coming in Spring 2005. 

It has ALL the facts, figures, 
anecdotes and YES...dirt on the 
worldwide leather community. 

Don't miss it! 


»c 


ES 


Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

Wills, Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.heckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 

( 415 ) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 


£ 


Law Offices 

Thomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (415)956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw I @aol.com 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEYS. FEINBERG 

Mi 

Serving the g 

Flood Building 

870 Market SL 

Probate 

Wills and Living 

Trusts 

Estate Planning 

AB 2580 Property 
Rights Agreements 
FLAT FEE 

ay community since 1999 
ssfeinberg msn.com 
415.421.1893 


Law and Mediation Solutions 
Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Business/Famiiy) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 
•Wills/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership Issues 

15 yrs. experience 

Proud to serve the LGBT Community 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

( 415 ) 656-1968 


1ftLS 


thepinksofa.com 



meet other SF lesbians 


PAY, REA EPORTER 


CLASSIFIEDS ORDER FORM 


X-BOLDs 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


| RATES 


First line, Regular 6.00 
All subsequent lines 4.00 
CAPS double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 




BOLD Stops Here V 

J L 




I I 


I 1 


J L 


J L 


J L 




1 I 


Regular Stops Here ’ 

1 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


3-Digit Security Code 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 























































































































































Call us about the SCULPTRA Assistance Program. 
You may be eligible for free product. 

415-734-9700 0 www.drfrechette.com 


Gervais Frechette MD 


Now With Offices in BOTH NYC and San Francisco! 

New-Fill / Sculptra Available to All Patients 

The first FDA-approved treatment for facial wasting 
Dr. Frechette trained extensively with Dr. LaGlenne (developer of 
New-Fill) and has performed over twelve thousand reconstructive 
procedures, with outstanding results on patients throughout the 
U.S. and Canada. Thanks in part to Dr. Frechette's testimony before the 
FDA earlier this year, New-Fill/Sculptra is finally approved and available 
to individuals who experience HIV-related facial wasting. 


■ Offering comprehensive medical 
care 

- On site diagnosis and treatment of 
all sexually transmitted diseases 
including HIV 

■ HIV Specialist (17 years of 
practice) 


■ Latest, most advanced treatment 
for lipodystrophy (HIV related) 

■ On-site laboratory including quick 
HIV testing (30 minutes) 

■ Pre & Post travel medicine 
consultation with specific 
immunization against such 
diseases as yellow fever, typhoid, 
rabies, Hepatitis A & B, etc. 

Confidential , Discreet & Professional 

4052 18th St @ Hartford, San Francisco, CA 94114 
Phone: 415.734.9700 (SF) 212.337.9663 (NYC) 


■ Investigator in numerous HIV 
clinical trials 








Christopher Rice's 'glorious accident' Stages set for spring 

Author talks with B.A.R. about writing 7 Am My Own Wife / 

and his new novel ‘Light Before Day\ more theatre to come. 

page 33 | page 32 



Lovely ladies 

‘Painted Men of Chinese 
Opera show at SFPALM. 

page 40 
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Pretty young things 
do screwball 



Erotic 
comedy 
Eating Out 
plays the 
Castro 
Theatre 

by David Lamble 

hot in the desert around 
Tucson in 130-degree tern- 
peratures and no air-con- 
ditioning, the erotic com- 
edy Eating Out invades our 
Castro movie temple with digital- 
video images of aggressive women dri¬ 
ving humpy poli-sci majors gay. Q. 
Allan Brocka admits to writing the 
script to provoke the eye-candy-deli¬ 
cious straight boys in his college 
screenwriting class to figuratively un¬ 
dress for his pleasure each week. 

“I’d get this one cute guy to read all 
this gay sex stuff, and the only way to 
make him describe the sex was to have 
an incredibly long phone-sex scene, 
which is the centerpiece of the film.” 

In addition to Brocka’s snappy 
one-liners, and our perception that 
sweat has been freshly wiped from 
hunky beefcake just before the take 
we’re seeing, a nice mind-blowing 
moment is the sight of Emily Stiles 
approaching her prey in an uncon¬ 
scious homage to a ’30s brand of ag¬ 
gressive female, say Katharine Hep- 
page 44 ► 


ay and 
reen 


Queer films 
for the 
Irish in us 

by David Nahmod 


Cowboys and Angels (TLA Releasing) 

A delightful surprise, Cow¬ 
boys and Angels (2004) 
can be looked upon as an 
Irish take on Queer Eye 
for the Straight Guy. 
David Gleeson’s film tells a sim¬ 
ple, charming tale of a straight, nerdy 
loser whose life is changed for the 
better after he shares a flat with an 
out-and-proud art student. As in the 
popular Queer Eye TV series, the gay 
guy becomes the straight guy’s men¬ 


tor and teacher. 

Shane (Michael Legge) is a shy, 
frustrated civil servant who stutters 
when he’s around attractive women. 
He hates his job, but doesn’t know 
what he wants to do when he grows 
up. Living on his own for the first 
time, he meets Vincent (Allen 
Leech). The two agree to share an 
apartment. Soon after they move in, 
Shane realizes that Vincent is gay. 

Vincent is studying art and fash¬ 
ion design. He’s outgoing, popular, 
talented, and quite happy with who 
he is. He’s everything that Shane is 
not. Shane appears intrigued by his 
new friend, and allows himself to be 
taken under Vincent’s wing. Soon 
Shane has a new wardrobe, a new ’do, 
and is attracting the attention of the 
ladies. He even goes to a gay club 
with Vincent, and the two have a 
page 34 ► 
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Letters from the editor 


by Roberto Friedman 

I ear Constant Readers, 

4 The other day around 
■Mr our fifth double espresso, 
Out There got to thinking how 
charming it always is to get per¬ 
sonalized correspondence from 
the great unwashed masses, i.e., 
you. And we thought how unfair 
and unbalanced that is, and de¬ 
cided then and there to rectify the 
situation. So for a change, here are 
letters from us this week — 
signed, sealed, delivered, we’re 
yours! 



Eric Roberts, please call again. 

Dear Julia Roberts. 

We’ve long been wondering 
what on earth ever happened to 
your older brother Eric Roberts, 
once a boner-fide star in his own 
right (see Star 80). But lo and be¬ 
hold, he’s still alive and kicking, 
because he showed up in a recent 
issue of Entertainment Weekly. 
Seems he’s been cast in a music 
video for buzzy rock band the 
Killers. Roberts had never heard 
of the band, but he was quickly 
brought up to snuff. 

“They’re adorable,” the actor 
told EW, adding that he especially 
has his eye on singer Brandon 
Flowers. “I love the length — 
kind of short — of Brandon’s 
pants, and the childlike way he 


walks.” Strange traits to look for in 
a rocker, duncha think, but there 
you go. 

Julia, what can you tell us 
about where big bro Eric sets his 
preferences? 


We’re all ears. On second thought, 
TMI, too much info! 




Gore Vidal, thanks for sharing. 

Dear Gore Vidal, 

That was sure a stimulating sit- 
down between adorably curmud¬ 
geonly, 77-year-old you and Kin¬ 
sey director Bill Condon in VLife 
magazine recently. The meeting 
dredged up memories for you of 
meeting the fabled sex re¬ 
searcher. 

Dr. Kinsey read your 
landmark gay novel 
The City and the Pillar 
in ’48, sent you a gushy 
fan note, and invited 
you to add your own 
sex history to the other 
28,000 histories he’d 
collected. “He 
wanted to do a 
book on the 
homo/hetero bal¬ 
ance in the arts,” you revealed to V 
Life. “He was a little suspicious be¬ 
cause so many people in the arts 
seem to sway both ways. He was 
always trying to interview actors 
and musicians. He got to Leonard 
Bernstein, and afterwards you 
just couldn’t keep Lenny away. I 
think he became the 
Scheherazade of the Kinsey re¬ 
port.” 

Well, that’s droll. But Gore, 
how exciting was your history? 



Genesis, viva pandrogyny! 

Dear Genesis P-Orridge, 

OK, so you’re our favorite 
countercultural polymath/provo¬ 
cateur. Your latest publicity 
promises a brand spanking new 
Psychic TV album later this year. 
You remixed a “very dubbed-out” 
version of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ 
“Y Control” with “lots of sub 
bass.” 

But the real news in 
your delirious p.r. is the 
lowdown on your re¬ 
cent “pandrogeny” 
surgery. You say, “The 
three procedures were 
minor liposuction on 
my waist to try and get a 
little closer to Lady 
Jaye, who is 
adorably thin and 
Twiggy-ish. Simul¬ 
taneously my 
breasty implants were replaced, 
larger. I am now a 38 D. Our doc¬ 
tor cum sculptor decided that the 
gestural effect is more close than 
an attempt at exactitude of mea¬ 
surements. Finally, just for the fun 
of it, our doctor also took some of 
my own body fats and injected 
them under my eyes to freshen 
them and make them more like 
Lady Jaye’s in shape. The days fol¬ 
lowing are a blur of painkillers 
and weird constricting bandages. 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 


Winner 2004 GLAAD Media Award 


Miss Coco Peru is 

UNDAUNW 



Coming Soon 


CONFESSIONS 
of a 

MORMON BOY 

April 13 to 24, 2005 


'nty 



it performed by 

Steven Fates 


Jack Hofsiss 


Extended Weekends Thru March 20 

rescue and 

recovery 

a comedy by Steve Murray 

directed by 

Christopher jenhins 


*1 Coming March 31 The Blue Dress, a new comedy written and performed by 
\ Bruce Bierman about a unique 6 year-old boy who lip synchs Judy Garland and 
\ becomes a infamous psychiatric case study. 




25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco • (415) 861 -8972 
visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 




Basquiat, this is your moment: Brooklyn Museum hosts retrospective. 


Sounds like one of my parties! 
Jpegs available on request.” Uh no 
thanks, the description alone is 
worth a thousand jpegs. 

Dear Leah Garchik, 

Listen, we know what it’s like 
to churn out column inches of da 
gossip week after week, as you do 
so well, with a staff of able-bodied 
assistants, for the morning daily. 
You must be a master of multi¬ 
tasking. Plus you’re on that radio 
show at some god-awful hour of 
the morning on weekends, and 
the other day we even heard you 
spin your favorite discs on the air! 
Desert island Leah! 

But an item from one of your 
recent columns last week stood 
out in a rather unfortunate way. 
“Paulson is right. Cats have other 
events (my neighbor J [on] C[ar- 
rollj’s homages, for example) all 
to themselves; what this city needs 
is a Gerbil Gala. I’m counting the 
days till the Folsom Street Fair.” 

We know it’s a gag, but the 
“Gerbil Gala” joke is predicated on 
an awfully passe prejudice. Punch¬ 
lines about R.G. and his supposed 
predilection for penetrative sex 
with gerbils were so over, like, two 
decades ago. Even the straightest 
SFers know that Folsom St. Fair- 
goers only have consensual sex 
with rodents. 

But we can tell from reading 
your columns all these years that 
you’re no bigot; in fact, your work 
shows you are consistently hu¬ 
mane. Too much gin poured on 
the breakfast cereal that morning? 
Oh wait, that was us. 

Dear Catastrophe Waitress, 

Oops, what’s the title of a re¬ 
cent Belle & Sebastian album 
doing here? We must be listening 
to records at work again. Slap us. 

Dear RuPaul, 

WTF, you dropped off the 
radar for quite a queer while, and 
then suddenly here you are all 


RuPaul, we hardly knew ye. 

over the media again, in Gawker, 
in Musto’s column, and now in 
friggin’ Out There! Looking sharp, 
but all that the mysterious source 
of a cache of photos that were sent 
to us would let on is that they were 
taken “the day he was fired from 
the radio station.” What day, how 
fired, which radio station? What’s 
the frequency, RuPaul? 

Dear Jean-Michel Basquiat, 

Your moment of greater fame 
has arrived, with the advent of a 
major retrospective of your work 
currently mounted at the Brook¬ 
lyn Museum in NYC. But alas, 
you’ll never see it because you’re 
dead, overdosed on narcotics in 
1988 at the age of 27. You may 
have been eminently self-destruc¬ 
tive, but then again, we’re the one 
writing letters to dead people. 

Your strange genius lives on in 
your paintings, but darling, the 
things that are being said in your 
name. Bloated Aussie art critic 
Robert Hughes said in American 
Visions, “The only thing the mar¬ 
ket likes better than a hot young 
artist is a dead hot young artist.” 
Ain’t it ever so. 
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Celebrated drag queen tells all 


'Miss Coco Peru Is Undaunted' at the New Conservatory Theatre Ctr. 



Clinton Leupp as Miss Coco Peru: proud to be a drag queen with issues. 


by Richard Dodds 


he first drag queen I ever saw 
I onstage closed out her act by 
Is lip-syncing to Shirley 
Bassey’s “This Is My Life.” It was a 
showy close, but also a little sad, 
for while it might be her life, the 
fact had to be declared in some¬ 
one else’s voice. 

But when Clinton Leupp, as 
Miss Coco Peru, finishes his show 
with “This Is My Life,” not only is 
it belted out live, it puts an honest 
exclamation point on an evening 
that really has revealed a life. With 
issues. Lots of them. 

Miss Coco Peru Is Undaunted 
marks the first SF performance for 
the celebrated drag queen, a term 
she refuses to shed despite its ca¬ 
reer liabilities. For more than 90 
minutes, Coco solidly holds the 
stage at the New Conservatory 
Theatre Center in a carefully 
wrought collection of ramblings 
and unexpected songs, staged by 
Michael Schiralli and with Eric 
Cole providing piano accompani¬ 
ment. 


Spearing pseudo patriots 


Dennehy brings ' Trumbo' to life on Post St. 



Brian Dennehy plays blacklisted screenwriter Dalton Trumbo. 


by Richard Dodds 


an you imagine anything 
more disconcerting than 
getting a letter from your fa¬ 
ther on the joys of masturbation? 
Well, Christopher Trumbo re¬ 
ceived such a letter during his col¬ 
lege years, but if he first shuddered 
with embarrassment, he was soon 
showing off the elaborate paean to 
onanism to all his college friends. 
Now, decades later, he is sharing it 
with everyone — or least anyone 
who has a ticket to Trumbo: Red, 
White & Blacklisted. 

As the play’s title indicates, 
Trumbo is not really about spilling 
one’s seed. Dalton Trumbo, 
Christopher’s father, was a leading 
Hollywood screenwriter when his 
career screeched to a halt after he 
cockily refused to cooperate with 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, spent time in a feder¬ 
al penitentiary, and was blacklist¬ 
ed for a dozen years. 

The story of the Blacklist and 
the shameful excesses of what is 
known as the McCarthy era have 
been considerably chronicled, but 
never in the cantankerously poet¬ 
ic way that Trumbo manages. 
Christopher Trumbo constructed 
this tribute to his father from Dal¬ 
ton’s letters that were fueled by 
soaring passions, devastating in¬ 
dignation, and a precision of lan¬ 
guage. That Brian Dennehy is 
their interpreter at the Post Street 
Theatre makes them seem like 
epistolary arias. 

Dennehy is one in a long list of 
notables who have performed 
short runs in Trumbo, a play set 
up so its star can read from a 
script while seated at a desk. It’s a 
diverse list, careening from 
Nathan Lane to Eddie Izzard to 
Gore Vidal to Paul Newman, to 
name but a few. Each performer 
will bring a different edge to 
Trumbo’s words, but it’s hard to 
imagine anyone topping Dennehy 
for forceful delivery. 

Trumbo was able to eke out a 


living during the Blacklist by writ¬ 
ing scripts credited to others, and 
finally saw his name returned to 
the screen in 1960 with the epics 
Exodus and Spartacus. He lived 
until 1976, long enough to see 
himself honored on many occa¬ 
sions from an industry that had so 
easily shut him and many others 
out not so many years before. 

Dalton Trumbo was not an 
easygoing fellow, as we are told by 
son Christopher (in a friendly, un- 
actor-y performance by William 
Zielinski). After all, this is a man 
who began a letter to a local mer¬ 
chant with the following saluta¬ 
tion: “Dear Burglars.” This is one 
of Trumbo’s acidly playful letters, 
probably written as much for his 
own amusement as for the plea¬ 
sure/horror of the recipient. 

But there is no play in his let¬ 


ters to friends and colleagues 
when he rips at any hint of 
hypocrisy in their actions. Even 
Hubert Humphrey gets it for 
sponsoring a bill with scary over¬ 
tones of today’s Patriot Act (just 
switch communist for terrorist). 
“Barbarism parading as American 
virtue” is a big Trumbo target. 

It’s a condition easy enough to 
condemn when it’s in the past, but 
don’t you know that Dalton 
Trumbo would have some choice 
words for those leaders who never 
leave home without an American 
flag pinned to their lapels. ▼ 


Trumbo will run at the Post 
Street Theatre through March 
20. Tickets are $42.50-$62.50. 
Call 771-6900 or go to 
ticketmaster.com. 


Looking like the hyper- 
groomed Brie on Desperate 
Housewives and sounding like a 
cussing Anne Meara, the rubbery¬ 
faced Bronx entertainer is alter¬ 
nately bitter (“I’ve been at this for 
13 years, and I’m still handing out 
flyers”), big-hearted (stories about 
her mother are priceless), and a 
realist (she sings “Beauty and the 
Beast” about herself). 

While Coco can dangle her feet 
into a pool of sentimentality, she 
always yanks them out before 
going too deep. But when she 
imagines herself a gay Charles 
Bronson, taking out homophobic 
assholes and even obnoxious par¬ 


ents, she lets the vigilante fantasies 
stand. 

It is the brutal honesty behind 
the comic facade that makes Miss 
Coco Peru a special event. When 
she tells us of her dream to star in 
a stage production of The Little 
Mermaid, we laugh before she 
convinces us that, damn it, she’d 
be perfect. ▼ 


Miss Coco Peru Is Undaunted 
will run at the New 
Conservatory Theatre Center 
through April 3. Tickets are $25 
& $30. Call 861-8972 or go to 
nctcsf.org. 
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Springtime for theatergoers 

Promising attractions coming to Bay Area stages 


by Richard Dodds 


ith the official demarca¬ 
tion between winter and 
spring about to be 
crossed, this is a good time to take 
a look at promising stage attrac¬ 
tions due to arrive before summer 
sets its own theatrical tone. 

One doesn’t usually look to 


Best of Broadway series for di¬ 
versely stimulating fare, but the 
SF variation on the national 
model plays by its own rules. 
After all, arriving in close succes¬ 
sion, we will see Sir Peter Hall’s 
acclaimed production of As You 
Like It, the world-premiere of the 
Broadway-bound musical 
Lennon, and, especially, Tony win¬ 
ner Jefferson Mays recreating his 
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“★★★★! WALK ON WATER' HITS A BULL’S-EYE! 

Touching, highly original and sure to shake up audiences" 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, Dana Stevens 

“A SUBSTANTIAL MEDITATION ON CONTEMPORARY 
POLITICS, SEXUAL AND OTHERWISE. 

The movie’s quiet intelligence sneaks up on you. 

Director Eytan Fox is a talent to watch!’ 

LOS ANGELES TIMES, Kenneth Turan 

“FASCINATING! The film has the spirit to investigate 
the consequences of giving an enemy a human face.” 
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ALSO PLAYING AT THESE SELECT BAY AREA THEATRES 

LANDMARK'S SHATTUCK, Berkeley CINEARTSOPLEASANT HILL, Pleasant Hill 
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Alvin Aiiey American 
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Fri, Mar 11, 8 pm; Sat, Mar 12, 

2 pm* & 8 pm; Sun, Mar 13, 3 pm 
Wed-Fri, Mar 16-18, 8 pm 
Sat, Mar 19, 2 pm & 8 pm 
and Sun, Mar 20, 3 pm 
Zellerbach Hall $32, $42, $54 
*Ages 16 and under 1/2 price! 
JUDITH JAMISON ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

Masazumi Chaya ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

Program A (Mar 11,12 mat, 19 
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David Parsons/ Shining Star, music 
by Earth, Wind & Fire (Bay Area 
premiere); Caught, music by Robert 
Fripp; Ulysses Dove/ Vespers, 
music by Mikel Rouse (Bay Area 
premiere); Billy Wilson/ The Winter 
in Lisbon, music by Dizzy Gillespie 

Program C (Mar 16,17,19 eve, 
20 mat): Donald Byrd/Burlesque, 
music by Louis Armstrong (Bay 
Area premiere); Elisa Monte/ 
Treading, music by Steve Reich; 
Robert Battle/Juba, original score 
by John Mackey; Alvin Ailey/ 
Revelations 

National Sponsor: Morgan Stanley 
Corporate Sponsor: Bank of America ^ 
Event Media Sponsors: ^ 
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bravura solo turn in I Am My 
Own Wife. 

Running May 3-29 at the Cur¬ 
ran, I Am My Own Wife is Doug 
Wright’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 


Jefferson Mays: / Am My Own Wife 

play that has Mays playing 40 
characters. But the central char¬ 
acter is Charlotte Von Mahlsdorf, 
a real-life German 
transvestite who man¬ 
aged to survive both the 
Nazis and the Commu¬ 
nists. 

Like crocuses, a cou¬ 
ple of new attractions 
have recently sprouted 
on New Conservatory 
Theatre Center’s 
spring schedule. 

One is the return of 
a new-and-im- 
proved version of Confessions of a 
Mormon Boy (April 13-24). 
Steven Fales’ solo drama chroni¬ 
cles his life as a Mormon thor¬ 


oughbred who cracks under the 
strain of keeping his homosexu¬ 
ality a secret, and the fast-lane life 
that follows his ex-communica¬ 
tion. 

Also newly added to the 
NCTC bill is The Blue Dress (April 
3-17), a solo play by 
Bruce Bierman about 
his unwitting childhood 
participation in a now- 
famous psychological 
study of “sissy boys.” 
Bierman has performed 
the show at two festi¬ 
vals, but his New Con¬ 
servatory run is 
billed as its theatri¬ 
cal world premiere. 
Lamplighters, 
the area’s veteran Gilbert and Sul¬ 
livan troupe, is taking on Bern¬ 
stein’s Candide for its spring pro- 
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Michael Austin as Groucho, Darlene Popovic as Minnie in Minnie's Boys. 


Steven Fales in ...Mormon Boy. 


Ladies of the flowers 

Lean and mean ' Lilies' at Zeum Theatre 



by Richard Dodds 


Les feluettes in its Montreal production, also directed by Serge Denoncourt. 


ehind the scenes, could life 
be repeating art? In Lilies, 
parents in a small town in 
1912 Quebec rise up in anger at 
the homoerotic theatricals a priest 
is staging at the local school. You 
do have to' wonder how the par¬ 
ents of the MFA students in the 
ACT production of Lilies feel 
about their sons variously in drag, 
in nothing, in embraces, and in 
lip-locks. “We spent all that 
money for this?’ 

OK, I’m probably projecting 
here, recalling how my parents 
thought my college imperson¬ 
ation of a marsh hawk in The 
Birds was a little bit “effeminate.” 
And I was trying so hard! 

Of course, attitudes about ho¬ 
mosexuality have changed radi¬ 
cally since 1912, and even since 
my flapping performance the 
same summer as the Stonewall 
riot. Even so, the play’s displays of 
intolerance and hypocrisy — not 
to mention dangerously misdi¬ 
rected homosexuality in the 
priesthood — don’t seem so far¬ 
fetched today. 

Michel Marc Bouchard’s play, 


originally staged in Montreal in 
French in 1985, is a powerful, 
imaginative work that is receiving 
a production of commensurate 
quality at the Zeum Theatre. The 
production is something of a hy¬ 
brid, featuring advanced students 
from ACT’s conservatory and 
professional actors, and is co¬ 
sponsored by Theatre Rhino. 

The play ( Les feluettes in 
French) was revived in Montreal 


in 2002 with a new director and a 
new concept, and it was a hit all 
over again. In a masterstroke, ACT 
has brought in that director, Serge 
Denoncourt, whose lean-and- 
mean production has an abun¬ 
dance of heart and heat. This is 
Denoncourt’s first time directing 
in English, but there are no signs 
of any language barriers on the 
Zeum stage, which has been en- 
next page ► 


Yves Renaud for Espace GO 
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The hideaway you Te looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St at Castro 
285-5598 call for hours 


Lilies 

M previous page 

cased in bars in Alexander V. 
Nichols’ set. 

Lilies, set in a prison in 1952, is 
a play within a play, as the convicts 
recreate a scenario from 40 years 
ago for an audience of one. It is a 
bishop, brought to the prison 
under false pretenses, who is 
forced to watch scenes from the 
past in which he was a principal 
character. 

At the heart of the 1912 story 
is the halting, timorous love affair 
developing between two students 
(well played by Steven Strobel and 
Clayton B. Hodges) and its 
calamitous ramifications. The 
bishop, as a teenager (a prissily 
mannered Andy Butterfield), di¬ 
rected his repressed desires for one 
of the boys into manslaughter and 
perjury that sent the object of his 
distorted affections to prison for 
30 years. That prisoner (a gruff 


Steve Irish) is the mastermind of 
the vengeful pageant. 

The mood is not all grim, as 
several subplots provide a bitter¬ 
sweet levity. Gregory Wallace de¬ 
lightfully plays an increasingly 
pixilated French countess, while 
Kevin Cook creates a fascinating 
exotic bird of a woman as a visit¬ 
ing aviatrix. Wallace and Cook are 
the prime models for Francois 
Barbeau and Cassandra Carpen¬ 
ter’s imaginative costumes con¬ 
structed from prison detritus. 

This is only the second US pro¬ 
duction of Lilies, which is better 
known in this country for the 
1996 movie version. It’s a lovely 
film, but on stage it is a far clearer 
and more affecting experience. At 
least it is in this highly memorable 
production. ▼ 


Lilies will run at the Zeum 
Theater through April 2. 
Tickets are $25. Call 749-2228 
or go to act-sf.org. 


Mil WORLD PREMIERE ENGAGEMENT MARCH 18-24 

DAILY AT 7:00 AND 9:15 PM • PLUS SAT. & SUN. MATS. AT 1:00, 3:00 AND 5:00 PM 
CASTRO of MARKET STREET. SAN FRANCISCO 415421-6120 I DIRECTOR Q. ALLAN BROCKA & STAR JIM VERRAROS IN-PERSON OPENING NIGHT! 


Walk on the sordid side 


Christopher Rice on 'Light Before Da/ 


by Kevin Davis 


hristopher Rice’s sociopolit- 
| , ical thriller Light Before Day 

(Miramax Books, $23.95) 
forces white lady Christy’s gay 
boyfriends to view their tragic re¬ 
flections in the same enlightening 
mirror they snort bumps from. 

Rice combines Marine Corp 
outing, inland empire meth-lab ex¬ 
plosions, kiddie porn, and de¬ 
praved sugar daddies in settings 
ranging from WeHo coffeeshops to 
the Central Valley hamlet of Avenal, 
to our own shady Tenderloin, while 
drawing parallels between genera¬ 
tional cycles of sexual abuse and in¬ 
ternalized homophobia. 

Adam Murphy’s editor rejects 
his hard-hitting pieces at a crotch- 
es-n-gin gay rag while he ap¬ 
proaches the shallow bottom of a 
short drinking and drugging ca¬ 
reer. When Murphy investigates 
the disappearance of his two-week 
boyfriend and trips up on his first 
day by spooking a developing 
source, a pimp for slightly post- 
pubescent callboys, he agrees to 
work under the wing of a grizzled 
true-crime writer, whose sharp 
deductions humble him. When 
the mentor calls off the pursuit 
and surveillance, grounding him 
for his protection, Murphy sneaks 
out to finish the job himself. 

“Jimmy says there’s always a 
point where the major character 
takes over and the author’s just a 
spectator,” the elderly writer’s wife 
tells their “little man,” neatly sum¬ 
ming up ties between both Mur¬ 
phy and his pseudo-parents and 
Rice and his real-life ones—goth 
godmother Anne and late SFSU 
Creative Writing Department 
Chair Stan. “It’s his least favorite 
part of the process, but it’s gotta 
happen,” she says. 

In a phone conversation with 
the Bay Area Reporter from his 
West Hollywood home, Rice said 
the words also address the writer’s 
need to let go and watch “glorious 
accidents” occur. 

“Writing is accompanied by a 
feeling of powerlessness, because 
no matter how much prepping 
you do, you eventually have to let 
the muse take over,” said Rice, who 
moved from a 17th-and-Noe St. 
Victorian to New Orleans’ affluent 
Garden District at age 10. 

“Once we moved, gay people 
were invisible to me,” he said. “It 
was very traumatic, a huge culture 


'My only goal is to keep writing/ 


shock, like night and day, going 
from a small, hippie grammar 
school where we called our lesbian 
teacher by her first name to an 
Episcopal school where we wore 
polo shirts and parted our hair on 
the side.” 

Rice heads off critics who might 
blame queer youth suicide and gay 
bashings on this story of wealthy 
old chicken hawks assaulting teens. 
His Murphy tells his mentor, 
“There’s a gay kid in Wisconsin 
who’s fingering a box of razor 
blades right now. You’re giving am¬ 
munition to the assholes who 
shove him in a locker each day.” 

“My creative process doesn’t 
take place on a political plane of 
thought,” said Rice. “I have no in¬ 
terest in stopping discussion of 
the darker aspects of [the gay 
community] because it arms the 
right wing. I treat those feelings, 
the same as I do voices that say 
‘I’m Anne Rice’s son, so I must be 
a fraud.’ My only goal on a daily 
basis is to keep writing from a per¬ 
sonal standpoint. 

“Things are going to be dark. 
Yes, there are happy, well-adjusted 
people in our community, but 
Murphy lives in the world of the 
thriller. He meets damaged people.” 

In Rice’s novel, a smile drops 
from a face “like a married father’s 
pants in a rural rest stop.” In a 
Tenderloin residence hotel, Mur¬ 
phy hears the groans of dead pros¬ 
titutes angry that no one made a 
musical about their lives. 

“I had hurt his feelings, and in 
his world that was a crime,” Mur¬ 
phy says of an unhinged pretty 
boy who is “too many fantasies all 
at once, and they all belonged to 
someone else.” 


One yacht-dwelling child-porn 
fan voices his creepy “profound 
truth” about pedophilia, “Without 
it, the boy is never fully realized.” 

“The perpetrators think it’s an 
act of love,” said Rice. “It’s not like 
a serial killer. We use the word 
perverse, meaning to pervert 
something that at its core is good. 
Intimacy and love are noble. A 
textbook pedophile distorts that. 

“There is a love of youth and 
beauty among gay men,” he ad¬ 
mitted. “But we are more open 
and frank about our sexual wants 
than straight people. Heterosexu¬ 
al porn is saturated with barely 
legal things. It’s just not plastered 
all over.” 

Murphy, the otherwise courte¬ 
ous underworld host, appears in¬ 
appropriately exhibitionist in de¬ 
scribing his graphic sex acts, a place 
Rita Mae Brown’s crime-solving 
cat, Sneaky Pie, would never go. 
The writer also seems to mean his 
journey from bottom boy to top 
man, when he turns dominant on 
his friend and messy tweaker- 
turned-model of recovery. 

But Rice said his point is only 
that Murphy’s maturity and 
courage have allowed him to ex¬ 
periment. “The message is that 
surrender to someone brought 
him to a very scary place,” he said 
of Murphy’s submission to a 
strong, silent, mysterious man. “I 
don’t think one position is superi¬ 
or. Adam’s trying something new, 
the dominant position, to see if he 
can do that.” ▼ 


Taking the high road has never been so complicated. 

THE VOYSEY 

INHERITANCE 
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DIRECTED BY CftREY PERLOFF 
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Broadway musical bonanza 

Five classic American musicals are released on DVD 


by John F. Karr 


he main difference between 
a Broadway show and a 
It Hollywood film musical is 
that on Broadway, they remove as 
many words as possible to make 
room for the songs. In Holly¬ 
wood, they remove songs and add 
talking. 

It was the DVD release this 
week of The Classic Musicals Col¬ 
lection that led to this thought. 
The five musicals included in the 
set (available singly but offered 
collectively at a marvelously low 
price of $59.95, from Warner 
Home Video) are, chronological¬ 
ly, Easter Parade, The Band Wagon, 
Brigadoon, Bells are Ringing, and 
Finians Rainbow. The middle 
three titles are a mini-Minnelli 
festival, bracketed by two cherish- 
able classics. Yes, I know Finians 
Rainbow was not too well greeted 
when first released, but it fully de¬ 
serves reappraisal. It’s a swell 
movie. 

Easter Parade and The Band 
Wagon, in extensive 2-DVD sets, 
have been painstakingly refur¬ 
bished. Check the color and 
sound against the footage that ap¬ 
pears in the new documentaries 
that were made for this release, 
and you’ll see the striking differ¬ 
ences. Easter Parade is great fun, 
with Judy Garland, Fred Astaire, 
and Ann Miller at their best. 
What’s to complain? There are 
Irving Berlin songs, and lively di¬ 
rection by Charles Walters. A for¬ 
mer dancer and choreographer, he 
knows the numbers are where it’s 
at. The set has great extras, like the 
PBS American Masters documen¬ 
tary, Judy Garland: By Myself, and 
commentary by Garland scholar 


John Fricke that’s abrim with facts 
and arcana. And though Judy’s 
performance of the song “Mr. 
Monotony” has already been re¬ 
leased, it’s here with outtakes — 
20 minutes of Judy repeating and 
repeating the number for other 
camera angles and editing pur¬ 
poses. It’s amazing to watch her at 
work like this. 

On Broadway, The Band 
Wagon was a revue. The movie’s 
feat was to take the famous songs 
and work a script around them. 
Comden and Green managed 
that, with their usual middle-brow 
writing passing for sophistication. 
Minnelli provided brilliant colors 
and a flamboyant style that’s de¬ 
cidedly stagy. Oliver Smith created 
lavish sets for the numbers, which 
Michael Kidd snappily choreo¬ 
graphed. It’s on this set’s com¬ 
mentary track (Michael Feinstein 
playing quietly factual to Liza 
Minnelli’s cackling hysteria) that 
Liza talks about a script distilling 
the dialogue to its essence. But this 
story’s contrivance has no real 
essence, although it does have a lot 
of flavor. It’s not, as Liza claims, a 
great musical. But it is one of great 
interest. There are several classic 
numbers (“Dancing in the Dark,” 
moving from reality to abstrac¬ 
tion and back again; “A Shine on 
Your Shoes,” with amazingly long 
takes). It has the only screen ap¬ 
pearance (!) of endearing Broad¬ 
way star Nanette Fabray, plus dis¬ 
armingly handsome James 
Mitchell in a supporting role. He’s 
a real wet dream. He was “Dream 
Curly” for the Oklahoma movie 
(and can still be seen on television 
in All My Children ). Too bad he 
doesn’t dance here. But Fred As¬ 
taire and Cyd Charisse do, quite a 
bit. 
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Butch Don Francks and charming Petula Clark in Finian's Rainbow. 


Bungled ‘Bells’ 

The talky film version of Bells 
are Ringing sticks too closely to the 
script of its stage version, as writers 
Comden and Green admit in an 
accompanying documentary. Too 
bad the movie didn’t bring along 
original director Jerome Robbins’ 
production, because the movie’s 
lost his shaping and snap. Ever 
heard of the movie’s choreograph¬ 
er, Charles O’Curran? A slew of C- 
grade musicals culminated in the 
five Elvis Presley flicks he did; how 
he got this assignment is a mystery. 
Fortunately, it’s not a dance show, 
but he’s no help to the director in 
keeping things going. Minnelli’s 
formulas—the abstracted skylines, 
stagebound sets, performers play¬ 
ing for the camera as if it were an 
audience, and holding for ap¬ 
plause at the end of their numbers 


— are showing their age. This one 
needed to feel modern, and does¬ 
n’t. It preserves Judy Holliday’s 
beloved performance, and she’s 
got all her songs (the one that was 
filmed but cut is included as a 
bonus). The pizzazz of Broadway 
stalwarts Jean Stapleton and Eddie 
Foy, Jr. isn’t entirely becalmed, 
Peter Gennaro pokes his head in 
for a moment, and co-star Dean 
Martin is, well, Dean Martin. But 
Minnelli’s running out of juice; 
Brigadoon is almost entirely a 
plodding mistake, and though 
Minnelli had another good drama 
or two left in him, for his next mu¬ 
sical, he embalmed On a Clear Day 
(also recently issued on DVD). 

Finian's Rainbow was filmed in 
1968, 20 years after its Broadway 
version closed, and it also adheres 
too adamantly to its original. But 


Gay and green 

^ Arts cover 

wonderful time dancing the night 
away. 

At first you might think that 
Shane is going to come out, that 
the two will live happily ever after, 
but this is not the case. Cowboys 
and Angels is without question a 
love story, albeit a platonic one. 
Shane and Vincent grow to love 
each other deeply, yet neither of 
them compromises their sexual 
identity. Vincent is gay, Shane is 
straight, yet they can love each 
other deeply without having sex. 
Cowboys and Angels is an honest 
love story that remains true to its 
characters from start to finish. 

The film takes a sharp dramat¬ 
ic turn when Shane, again inspired 
by Vincent, decides he’d like to go 
to art school. He turns to drug¬ 
running to raise money for his 
classes. The boys’ friendship is 
tested when Vincent finds Shane’s 
stash in the house. Shane’s very 
foolish choice causes both boys to 
have a close brush with the law, 
and their friendship is tested as it 
never has been before. 

Cowboys and Angels is a beauti¬ 
ful film about the true meaning of 
love and friendship. Filmed in the 
picturesque city of Limerick, Ire¬ 
land, and in spite of the platonic 
relationship of the leads, it’s one 
of the most romantic, films to 
come along in years. Actors Legge 
and Leech are both jaw-dropping- 
ly beautiful. They are also superb 
actors, and the deep love they 


come to feel for each other is ab¬ 
solutely believable. 

TLA Releasing presents Cow¬ 
boys and Angels letterboxed. Pic¬ 
ture and sound quality are superb. 
Beautifully shot, the film also 
serves as a travelogue for Limer¬ 
ick, and makes the viewer want to 
visit this grand old city. Extras in¬ 
clude a commentary track with 
director David Gleeson and his 
leads, and several deleted scenes. 

2 by 4 (Ariztical Films) 

Dublin native writer/direc¬ 
tor/star Jimmy Smallhorne shot 
the hard-edged film 2 by 4 (1998) 
not in his hometown, but on the 
mean streets of New York City’s 
North Bronx. Smallhorne plays 
tough-talking, hard-drinking 
Johnny Maher, a construction 
worker who likes to party. He 
hangs out in smoke-filled pubs, 
plays cards, performs karaoke 
with his friends, and has a girl¬ 
friend, Maria (Kimberly Topper). 
Johnny is one tough dude, but 
looks can often be deceiving. 

Johnny likes to sleep with 
men. He admits this to Maria, 
who, though resigned to his bi¬ 
sexuality, says that she doesn’t like 
sharing. 

First-time director Smallhorne 
has the courage of his convictions. 
Johnny has two male sexual en¬ 
counters in the film. One of them 
is brief. The other is a one-night- 
stand with a hustler that is long, 
slow, and surprisingly erotic. 
While other films have hinted or 
talked about the offscreen bisexu¬ 


novice director Francis Ford Cop¬ 
pola, on his first Hollywood as¬ 
signment, can only be faulted for 
loving the show and its wondrous 
songs too much (they’re all there 
but one). His camera moves cre¬ 
atively, the cinematic techniques 
with which he sought to update 
the material still look pretty fresh, 
and even though he couldn’t go 
on location (the movie was filmed 
on the back-lot forest left over 
from Camelot ), he’s created a 
breezy confection. His cast is re¬ 
markable. Finian is played by Fred 
Astaire in his very last musical 
role, and his interaction and danc¬ 
ing with charming Petula Clark, 
who plays his daughter, are lovely. 
Little-known Canadian actor Don 
Francks is Clark’s love interest. In 
a word, he’s butch. Discounting 
Gene Kelly for his self-love, I can’t 
think of another musical film star 
as virile. With his hairy chest, tat¬ 
tooed bicep and husky whisper of 
a singing voice, Franck’s a real ro¬ 
mancer. As Og, the leprechaun, 
Tommy Steele’s a scenery-chewer, 
but likable. There are strong sup¬ 
porting players like Keenan Wynn 
and the legendary Avon Long. 

Coppola has recorded a com¬ 
mentary track for the DVD, with 
an illuminating discourse on di¬ 
recting musicals. Although he 
successfully enlivened the screen 
musical genre, and the film’s not 
at all stagebound, he regrets not 
paring the script way back. “All 
that dialogue isn’t necessary,” he 
says. “I’d like to have gotten just 
the essence of it.” It’s long at 145 
minutes, but still a full half-hour 
shorter than The Sound of Music, 
and devoid of its sap. It’s a movie 
of great charm, with great songs, 
delivered in great performances, 
and yes, at great length. But we’re 
lucky Finians Rainbow was 
filmed, and filmed so well. Treat 
yourself to it. ▼ 


al dalliances of male characters, 2 
by 4 isn’t afraid to show Johnny 
and the beautiful Christian un¬ 
dressing each other, kissing, and 
lying in bed, arm in arm. 

Much of the film follows John¬ 
ny’s day-to-day life on the job and 
with his buddies. In these scenes, 
we see his tormented struggle with 
his dual sexuality, a struggle 
caused by suppressed memories of 
child sexual abuse. Smallhorne, a 
larger-than-life actor, plays these 
scenes for all they’re worth, and 
makes the viewer feel the magni¬ 
tude of Johnny’s torment. 

2 by 4 was filmed in Throggs 
Neck, a self-contained Irish en¬ 
clave in the Bronx. Most of the 
characters, like Johnny, are off- 
the-boat immigrants, and per¬ 
form their scenes in thick Irish 
brogues. It’s a fascinating look 
into a community far different 
from our own. 

For some unexplained reason, 
2 by 4 features English subtitles, 
and removing the titles is not an 
option. One assumes that Small¬ 
horne wanted his audience to be 
able to understand the heavily-ac¬ 
cented dialogue, but the titles are 
not needed. The actors are speak¬ 
ing English. With or without ac¬ 
cents, they are easy enough to un¬ 
derstand. 

Ariztical Films presents 2 by 4 
letterboxed. Parts of the film are 
poorly lit, as the director was 
going for a tough, “on the mean 
streets of New York” look. The 
film’s theatrical trailer is the disc’s 
only extra. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all! T 
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Jean-Luc Godard, give it up. 


Out There 

<4 page 30 

Dear Jean-Luc Godard, 

We went to see your early film 
Masculine Feminine (1966) at the 
Opera Plaza cinemas the other 
evening, and it was cute, twee and 
somewhat dated. Still, great fun to 
see what passed for envelope¬ 
pushing in the heady days of New 
Wave cinema. Probably the most 
shocking thing for us was to see 
how much and how casually actor 
Jean-Pierre Leaud smoked his 
beloved ciggies, and how often he 
was able to catch them in his 
mouth from a toss. 

Still, the movie has a great line, 
when one character notes (as 


translated in the English subtitles) 
that the word “masculine” con¬ 
tains within it both the word 
“mask” and the word “ass.” We 
were chewing over that one for 
days afterward. 

But Jean-Luc, why was your 
latest film so nihilistic and de¬ 
pressing? Why not quit while 
you’re ahead, you know, like 
smoking? 

Dear Superior Court Judge 

Richard Kramer, 

Thank you for recognizing the 
essential truth about same-sex 
marriage: Civil rights are not de¬ 
termined by majority vote. You’re 
so adorable for a Superior Court 
Justice! OT kisses your puss: 
Mmm-wah! ▼ 


■ 1 
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Ballet on wry 

Possokhov debut graces SF Ballet program 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


hen I first looked at the 
San Francisco Ballet sub¬ 
scription program # 4, it 
resembled a hugely indigestible 
deli sandwich. The filling consist¬ 
ed of Hans van Manen’s bloated 
Grosse Fuge, while the “bread” was 
Balanchine’s Square Dance, a piece 
I thought I loathed, and a world 
premiere from Yuri Possokhov, al¬ 
ways an interesting dancemaker, 
but set to Mendelssohn’s First 
Symphony, written when the Ger¬ 
man prodigy was only 15. As my 
cat would say, struggling with a 
hairball, Gaaack! 

My problem with Square 
Dance (1957) dates from the only 
time I saw it; I can’t remember 
where or when, maybe at Joffrey 
Ballet? The men wore hokey red 
bandanas around their necks, the 
string combo was on stage and 
there was a “caller” telling the 
dancers to “do-si-do.” Balanchine 
in his “Americana” mode may be 
fine for the feet, but the look is 
often pure Coney Island. Critic 
Joan Acocella, reporting on the 
tacky costumes that Barbara 
Karinska designed for so many 
Balanchine ballets, once said, 
“What do you expect from a man 
who wears bolo ties?” 

The program note suggests 
that Balanchine himself corrected 
Square Dance in 1976 (no cos¬ 
tume credit is given), but I suspect 
that Helgi Tomasson, who is noth¬ 
ing if not tasteful, and maybe Bart 
Cook, who staged this revival, also 
helped elevate its visual look. 
There is no problem with the ac¬ 
tual choreography, it is pure Mr. B 
in his exhilarating neo-classical 
mode. 

Tina LeBlanc excelled in the fe¬ 
male solo, her feet darting like tiny 
tropical fish, her arms floating like 
butterflies, a goofy half-smile of 
pleasure on her face. Gonzalo 
Garcia partnered her as if she were 
fragile Baccarat crystal. She’s actu¬ 
ally as tough as a polycarbonate 
poolside tumbler, but it is sweet to 
see him being so gallantly solici¬ 
tous. 

Balanchine used pieces of Vi¬ 
valdi and Corelli for his score; 
they are as close to baroque wall¬ 
paper as you can come, and the 
SFB Orchestra consistently plays 
this music out of tune and with 
scratchy string tone. When he re¬ 
vived the work, Balanchine added 
a solo for Cook to a Corelli sara- 
bande. I don’t know how Cook 
danced it, but I doubt he came 
within shouting distance of Gar¬ 
cia, whose limpid, expressive yet 
always masculine movements 
sucked the air out of the auditori- 


SFB's Gonzalo Garcia takes a solo turn in Balanchine's Square Dance. 


um. 

Inventive pleasures 

Possokhov is still a choreo¬ 
graphic novice, though I liked his 
new piece, Reflections, even better 
than his first successful work for 
SFB. Because the Mendelssohn 
music is so formal and innocent, 
it allowed the choreographer to be 
busy and inventive without over¬ 
whelming the stage. Employing 
Sandra Woodall’s sassy red and 
white tutus for the girls and black, 
one-piece tank-topped boy-shorts 
for the men, Possokhov made the 
first movement into a war be¬ 
tween those formidable antago¬ 
nists in white (Kristin Long) and 
red (Lorena Feijoo). With four 
soloists and a large female corps, 
the two duked it out, slipping and 
sliding on the floor, stabbing their 
feet and flexing their biceps. Hi¬ 
lary Swank, eat your heart out. 

In the second movement, the 
backdrop of mirrors and open 
panels gave a hint of backstage in¬ 
timacy as Damian Smith wor¬ 
shipped the imperious Muriel 
Maffre. (If that new fluffy ’do is a 
wig, it’s adorable.) The tradition¬ 
al scherzo opened with a burst of 
aerial hysteria from Nicolas Blanc. 
The handsome, diminutive 
Frenchman, supported by male 
corps and soloists, sparkled like his 
country’s best bubbly, exhilarating 
the blood and tickling the tongue. 

Can you top this? Well, yes, SFB 
can when Blanc’s countryman Pas¬ 
cal Molat roars on doing his py- 
rotechnical Fourth of July routine, 


fireworks above the fog. And they 
both look so happy. Yes, 
Mendelssohn goes on too long, but 
Possokhov was up to the challenge. 
Bottom line: I can’t wait to see Re¬ 
flections again, something I rarely 
say about new choreography. 

I don’t want to see Van 
Manen’s Grosse Fuge (1971) again, 
unless it is cut in half. It starts 
promisingly to an orchestration of 
Beethoven’s “Great Fugue,” origi¬ 
nally the final, overextended 
movement of the op. 130 String 
Quartet, a piece that belongs to 
Beethoven’s deaf period. The 
bare-chested men, wearing long 
black skirts, posture before four 
quivering girls in Kabuki eye- 
makeup and skimpy pink teddies. 
There is some pairing off, but 
nothing resembling sex as we 
know it. 

If the choreographer had left it 
at that, it would be okay, especial¬ 
ly when the boys — Stephen 
Legate, Peter Brandenhoff, James 
Sofranko and Moises Martin — 
are so watchable. But when the 
fugue ends, Van Manen produces 
the lovely, operatic cavatina from 
the same Quartet. Now the men 
drop their skirts, and with the 
women hanging onto their belts, 
there is a lot of pushing, pulling 
and simulated oral sex that feels 
misogynistic, physically ugly and 
about as erotic as sit-ups. Euros 
are always bragging about how 
open they are about sex. So how 
come it seldom looks like fun in 
their films, theater, opera and 
dance? Tickets: sfballet.org. Y 
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Circle of friends 


Schubert set songs to the moon 


by Tim Pfaff 


% Jr ou could take Harmonia 
Mundi’s new Schubert song 
SI CD, An den Mond {To the 
Moon), at face value (and a hand¬ 
some face it has, too) and have a 
fine time with it. I did, for the first 
couple of spins. Baritone Dietrich 
Henschel and Helmut Deutsch, 
his regular partner at the piano 
(Deutsch is too good to be dis¬ 
missed as “accompanist”), give en¬ 
thralling accounts of 20 mostly 
rarely heard Schubert songs, and 
if morbidity poses no particular 
problems for you (two songs ex¬ 
press the thoughts of gravedig¬ 
gers, for example), you could have 
a swell time just listening. 


songs, make the most of their con¬ 
siderable expressive variety, and 
accord them all the same artistic 
respect. The songs aren’t all lu¬ 
natic, it turns out, and some even 
verge on the funny. The bump¬ 
tious “Lebensmut” celebrates the 
sheer joy of being young, a senti¬ 
ment Schubert doesn’t exactly 
overwork. 

Suddenly I noticed that, with 
one telling exception, a haunting- 
ly simple setting of Goethe’s 
Meeres Stille in the dead center of 
the CD, the songs gathered here 
are set to texts by Schubert’s Vien¬ 
nese friends, none of whom was a 
Goethe (who, for the record, did 
not return the admiration, verging 
on worship, Schubert had for 
him) but who together just may 
have given the world more time 
with this inestimable genius of a 
composer. There’s no more solid 
proof that any of them was gay 
than there is that Schubert was, 
but it enriched my listening to the 
CD greatly to consider that many 
of them probably were. 

The most interesting song on 
the disc is “Der Zwerg” (“The 
Dwarf”), which, if no “Erlkonig” 


or “Gretchen am Spinnrade,” is 
one of the composer’s most dra¬ 
matic (and weirdly so) songs. Its 
text is by Matthaus Karl Edler von 
Collin, who held in his flat the first 
of the so-called “Schubertiad” 
evenings that introduced the 
young composer and his music to 
like-minded men of Vienna soci¬ 
ety. 

Predictably, “Meeres Stille” is 
among the CD’s high points, with 
Henschel going to the trouble of 
finding a way to express the free- 
floating anxiety of the sailor on a 
dead calm sea with something 
other than the going cliche of 
draining his voice of all color and 
expression. Instead, he finds a 
genuinely creepy head tone and 
sustains it to the point of the near¬ 
ly unbearable. 

In addition to the scattered 
songs in which the moon appears 
is an interesting couple of sub¬ 
groups. The first is a set of songs 
by seamen (some addressed to the 
moon) and the second is devoted 
to the “wanderer” who morphed 
into the “voice” of the great song 
cycles, Die Schone Mullerin and 
Winterreise. 


The CD’s tracks 7-10 take you 
from “Der Schiffer” (“The Boat¬ 
man”) to “Meeres Stille” (“Calm 
Sea”); prefacing the latter with the 
well-known “Auf dem Wasser zu 
singen.” Henschel’s darkening of 
each of its three stanzas paves the 
way for the creepiness of “Meeres 
Stille.” It’s by Johann Mayrhofer, 
one of Schubert’s best and 
longest-term friends (and, for a 
time, roommate), 46 of whose 
poems he set. One, “Nachtstuck,” 
is another of this CD’s high- 
points. 

Moonlit sonata 

In Leif Ove Andsnes’ ongoing 
Schubert sonata cycle for EMI, the 
most compelling musicianship 
usually has been in the “fillers,” 
Schubert songs in which Andsnes 
accompanies the ubiquitous Ian 
Bostridge. As it happens, in And¬ 
snes’ new CD of the great, valedic¬ 
tory B-flat Sonata, D. 960, the 
three songs that end the CD are 
also set to texts by members of 
Schubert’s friendship circle. Franz 
von Schober’s “Viola” yields 13 of 
the most luscious minutes of 
Schubert singing anywhere on 



disc. “Der Winterabend” emerges 
a haunting evocation of a, yes, 
moonlit German evening, and 
“Abschied von der Erde” is a fasci¬ 
nating example of one of the few 
surviving Schubert “songs” whose 
words are spoken. 

Although it’s becoming in¬ 
creasingly clear that Andsnes is at 
his best as an ensemble musician 
playing technically difficult music, 
the B-flat gratefully comes out the 
most satisfying of his Schubert 
sonata CDs to date. Although he 
saves his most individual playing 
for the two spritely final move¬ 
ments, he plays throughout with 
grave, reverent beauty. ▼ 



Since Graham Johnson’s land¬ 
mark recordings of all of Schu¬ 
bert’s 600-plus songs for Hyperi¬ 
on, it has become almost de 
rigueur for singers to create Schu¬ 
bert CDs around themes. Greatest 
hits: been there, done that. This 
CD’s subtitle, Chants nocturnes, 
helps with the fact that, on even 
casual listening, you soon notice 
that not all the songs are about the 
moon. I assumed it would include 
the moonstruck “Der 
Gondelfahrer,” a personal favorite, 
and was initially disappointed that 
it did not. 

But the more time you spend 
with An den Mond, the more in¬ 
teresting it gets. Credit is in large 
part due to the keen musicality of 
the two musicians, who bother to 
get all the way inside each of the 
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duction. A 40-member cast and 
21-piece orchestra will offer the 
West Coast premiere of the Royal 
National Theatre’s adaptation of 
the 1956 musical. Only one SF 
performance is scheduled, on 
March 26 at Herbst Theatre, but 
the production also has dates in 
Mountain View, Walnut Creek, 
and Napa. 

Charles Randolph-Wright is a 
regular visitor to ACT as a direc¬ 
tor, but he is also a notable play¬ 
wright not lately seen on local 
stages. The Lorraine Hansberry 
Theatre is addressing that with its 
production of the autobiographi¬ 
cal Blue, running March 24-April 



17. Seen in New York in.2001, this 
memory play looks back on a 
well-to-do black family with a se¬ 
cret that both sustains and threat¬ 
ens to destroy it. Nona Hendryx 
(of LaBelle) has supplied the 
songs. 

Following its winter hiatus, 
42nd Street Moon returns with a 
rare staging of Minnie’s Boys 
(March 30-April 17). The short¬ 
lived 1970 musical looked at the 
early days of the Marx Brothers, 
and at their forceful mother who 
urged them on. Shelley Winters 
played Minnie Marx on Broad¬ 
way, a role that local favorite Dar¬ 
lene Popovic will take on in the 
staged concert at the Eureka The¬ 
atre. 

Rising-star Liz Duffy Adams, 
the recent recipient of the local¬ 
ly awarded $4,000 Glickman 
Award for her wildly imaginative 
play Dog Act, is back with anoth¬ 
er world premiere that Crowded 
Fire is staging at the Exit The¬ 
atre. One Big Lie (March 18- 
April 16) follows three time-tra- 
versing siblings who must dis¬ 
cover in each age who holds the 
real power. 


Magic shows 

The Magic Theatre is back 
with its Hot House project (April 
23-June 19), offering three world 
premieres presented in rotating 
repertory. Two of the three hap¬ 
pen to be by gay playwrights. 

Arizona-based playwright Vic¬ 
tor Lodato, represented at the 
Magic in 2002 with The Eviction, 
returns with 3F, 4F. The residents 
of apartment 3F are a married 
couple whose carefully wrought 
balance of repressed desires and 
buried secrets is upset when two 
flamboyant young men move in 
upstairs. 

New York playwright John Bel- 
luso, who has used a wheelchair 
since age 13, makes his Magic 
Theatre debut with The Rules of 
Charity. The play focuses on a dis¬ 
abled gay man who finds poverty 
to be his biggest disability. 

At Theatre Rhino, Artistic Di¬ 
rector John Fisher returns to the 
show that put him on the main¬ 
stream map a decade ago. Medea: 
The Musical (May 26-June 29) 
was born at UC Berkeley when 
Fisher was a doctoral candidate 
there, and moved to downtown 


SF for a successful commercial 
run. Think of it as a gay Hellza- 
poppin variation on Euripides’ 
tragedy. 

Another tragedy, this one for 
real, looks at the Jonestown mas¬ 
sacre/suicides of 1978 through 
first-person recollections, pub¬ 
lished histories, and gospel music. 
The People’s Temple, having its 
world premiere at Berkeley Rep 
April 15-May 29, is the creation of 
Leigh Fondakowski. She was head 
writer on The Laramie Project and 
later created the lesbian-themed I 
Think I Like Girls in SF. 

ACT snagged the rights to offer 
the Bay Area debut of The Goat, or 
Who Is Sylvia? (June 10-July 10), 
Edward Albee’s recent play in 
which a gay son is the least of a 
family’s sexual crises. Instead, bes¬ 
tiality is thrown into the equation, 
a development with nothing like a 
PFLAG to comfort the relatives of 
the newly out ruminant lover. The 
play is actually quite funny — in a 
perverse sort of way. ▼ 


Richard Dodds can be reached 
at BARstage@aol.com. 



-4:00am 


US EDDY ST. BETWEEN TAYLOR AND MASON STs. ONE BLOCK FROMHALWE’S PLAZA (CABLE CAR, BARTAND MM STATION) 
InfwmtmTele; 


OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION 
LIVE EROTIC J/O SHOWS 


JSUM THRU THUR: 
TOO - <4.00 - 7.30 JPM . 

RRX JkMJD HJkT: 

TOO - 4.00-7.30-10.00 JPM. 


JkUJDTXOM&JRS F'OJR Jk LIVE SHOW 
<JOB JkJRJS WKTL.aOMK WHEW THMJRJE 
TS JIM OJRSJhiTMO:. 

um BIRD SPECIAL ADMISSION PRICE (MON. THRU FRI. 0NOT) SUBJECT 
TO CANCELLATION OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

FREE LOCKER WITH REFUNDABLE KEY DEPOSIT. 

WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEMS LOST FROM LOCKERS. 


SMOKERS ARE ALLOWED TO EXIT TO SMOKE. 5 TO 10 MIN. ONLY 
PERSONS REMAINING OUTSIDE THEATER LONGER THAN 10 MIN. 
WILL HAVE TO PAY NEW ADMISSION FEE. 



ONE OF THE MOVIES NOW PLAYING 
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Survival of the fittest 

Veteran actress Pam Grier keeps on going 



by David R. Guarino 

: erhaps one of the most 
compelling performances to 
be found on Showtime’s 
continuing lesbian drama The L 
Word is the profile of reformed al¬ 
coholic/singer/older sister Kit 
Porter, brought to vivid life in an 
outstanding portrayal by veteran 
actress Pam Grier. 

As the outgoing, ostensibly 
wiser yet misunderstood older sis¬ 
ter to Jennifer Beals’ character of 
Bette Porter, Grier shines as a 
well-meaning yet undeniably 
flawed sibling. The character of 
Kit unfolds as a lovable but gritty 
survivor who takes nothing for 
granted, even the love of her own 
son or her sister. If anything seems 
certain in the world of Kit, it’s her 
innate ability to survive. As an op¬ 
timist, she has to make it; it’s al¬ 
most as if she doesn’t really even 
have a choice. 

It’s a role that mirrors Grier’s 
own life and career. No stranger to 
darkness and strife, the Winston- 
Salem, NC native has repeatedly 
rebounded from illness and 
tragedy that could easily have 
brought down someone with a 
lesser spirit. 

While filming in the Philip¬ 
pines in the early ’70s, Grier con¬ 
tracted a rare and deadly tropical 
disease that nearly ended her life. 
It took her a year to recover. In 
1988, Grier’s career was put on in¬ 
definite hold when the star was di¬ 
agnosed with cancer. Cancer also 
claimed the life of Grier’s sister in 
1990 and resulted in the suicide of 
the son of Pam’s late sister. But 
through it all, Grier fought the ill¬ 
ness with a vengeance, and the 
cancer went into remission. 

With no formal training but 
plenty of ambition and talent, the 
former beauty queen (second- 
runner up in the Miss Universe 
Pageant) went on to star in over 
60 films, many of which high¬ 


lighted strong black characters 
who won the hearts of feminists of 
all ethnicities. Among her most fa¬ 
mous films are Foxy Brown (’74), 
Scream, Blacula, Scream (’73), 
Coffy (’73), Roots - The Next Gen¬ 
erations (’79), Bill & Ted's Bogus 
Journey (’91), Escape from LA 
(’96), Mars Attacks! (’96), Quentin 
Tarantino’s Jackie Brown (’97) and 
Bones (’01). 

Among Grier’s numerous dis¬ 
tinctions are her nomination for a 
Golden Globe and NAACP Image 
Award for her performance in 
Jackie Brown. She was named as 
one of Ebony magazine’s “100 
Most Fascinating Women of the 
20th Century,” and she also holds 
the distinction of being the first 
African-American woman to ap¬ 
pear on the cover of Ms. magazine 
(Aug’75). 

David Guarino: What's the most 
exciting part of playing Kit Porter 
on The L Word? How do you feel 
about the controversy surrounding 
the show? 

Pam Grier: Kit is extremely 
complex, and certainly in a lot of 
emotional pain. So the role chal¬ 


lenges me. As far as the controver¬ 
sy is concerned, the way I see it is 
that at least the audience and var¬ 
ious communities are thinking 
and feeling. So that’s a good thing, 
don’t you think? 


You play the older sister to Jen¬ 
nifer Beals' character, Bette. 
What's it been like playing oppo¬ 
site her? 

It’s coming along quite well. 
And it’s always great fun to watch 
another actor’s progress. 

There have been some criticisms 
that The L Word does not honest¬ 
ly represent the lesbian communi¬ 
ty. Critics say all of the charac¬ 
ters on the show are "lipstick les¬ 
bians" who are perfectly coifed, 
stylish, and well-to-do. They con¬ 
tend that there are no bull dykes, 
softball players, etc. represented 
at all. How do you respond? 

Not all of the characters have 
great jobs or homes. We’ll cover 
the spectrum of lifestyles and 
character variations as the show 
progresses. Bear in mind that each 
episode is not a miniseries. It will 
take some time to address all in¬ 
terests for the need to be repre¬ 
sented. 

How do you personally feel about 
amending the US Constitution to 
prohibit same-sex marriage, 

Pam? 


My feeling about this emotion¬ 
ally highly charged issue is really 
quite simple. I think that as long 
as Church and State are separate, 
and both have clarity, we are on 
the right path. But we must have 
clarity that is comprehensive and, 
most importantly, democratic. 

Why do you think L Word execu¬ 
tive producer llene Chaiken chose 
you for the role of Kit Porter? 

To be honest, I have no idea! 
I’m really too shy to ask her. I 
guess it must be a secret. 

The sexuality of your character 
Kit seems ostensibly to be 
straight. Are we perhaps in for 
some surprises? 

I guess you’ll just have to wait 
and see. I’m pretty much sworn to 
secrecy on that one! But we won’t 
disappoint! 

Is your glass usually half-empty or 
half-full, Pam, and why? 

Well, let’s see, it depends on the 
size of the glass. Super-size, 14 oz., 
or 8 oz.? We like jelly jars in my 
house. 

What is the major benefit the les¬ 
bian community has gleaned from 
the success of The L Word? 

First, a chance for the lesbian 
community to have their say. Sec¬ 
ond, to create a comfort zone for 
those who cannot find the an¬ 
swers. It goes without saying that 
fear stems from ignorance. Hope¬ 
fully, we can help to alleviate the 
fear and contribute to educating 
people about this very visible and 
viable community. ▼ 


The L Word airs on Showtime 
cable network on Sunday nights. 


1 1 think that as long as Church 
and State are separate, and both 
have clarity, we are on the right 
path. But we must have clarity 



$1/min. * $2 conned fee 18+ Discreetly billed to your telephone 
_ €> npp pnxl!jC!X3r,s, rang, r.v customer service (888) 183-333f 


Producciones ESTA NOCHE presents: 

MISS GAY PRIMAVERA 2005 


En dos etapas: 



ESTANOCHE. 3079 16th 


2,~ TRAJE DE BANO, 

TRAJE DE NOCHE, 

Y GRAN FINAL. 

Miercoles 30 de marzo. 


1 .- 


PRESENTACION Y TALENTO 

Lunes 21 de marzo. 



Good Clean 


g together 
of in ages, 
■£, shapes, 
and sizes. 


THE CASTRO’S SEX CLUB 


NOW OPEN 2 pm Sat. & Sun. • 4 pm weekdays 

2051 Market at Church • Info: 864-3767 • massage appts: 255-4921 • erossf.com 
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Out&About 



Aaron and DJ Bus Station John @ The Tubesteak Connection 


aienaare 


by Mark Mardon 


Got Tubesteak? 

M y guide to the local club scene last Thursday night was 
Aaron Dolson (formerly “Abraxas”), the ultimate party boy 
turned yogi and consort to local DJs and artists. He took 
me to Aunt Charlie’s Lounge (133 Turk St.) in the lovely Ten¬ 
derloin, where on Thursday nights, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., the hot, up-and- 
coming DJ Bus Station John has created a blast from the past 
called The Tubesteak Connection, a scene with a ’70s/’80s gay 
bar/bathhouse vibe so authentic, people were actually cruising! 

Why is Aaron my guide? Because he’s rad and hangs with the 
artist/clubber crowd. You’ll find him hobnobbing with the folks at 
Glama-Rama, Bootie, Trannyshack and the like. He’s always styled 
to the teeth, friendly and articulate. He knows everybody who’s a 
somebody. It’s been that way since he was a Texas teen. He grew up 
in Dallas-Fort Worth and escaped to Austin where he became a 
hard-core club kid hanging with the artist/DJ/music community. 
He lived in a club-kid collective run by Jesse Vasquez, and says the 
notorious NYC club diva Michael Alig would come and get drugs. 
“Michael was a brat,” says Aaron. “A trainwreck.” Aaron himself was 
a promoter who cleaned up his act in SF and went the yogi route 
after too much partying. He now suspects that the “powers-that-be 
want the gay community to kill themselves” on speed. 

To show me an outstanding party that thrives not on speed, but 
on good old-fashioned booze, great music and cool people, Aaron 
took me to DJ Bus Station John’s club at Aunt Charlie’s. The joint 
is renowned for its nightly drag shows, though it’s basically a tiny 
neighborhood bar. Normally it’s lit by a profusion of Christmas 
lights, but for “Tubesteak” it’s turned into a dark, shadowy, deca¬ 
dent den/din of “late ’70s/early ’80s gay bar and bathhouse sleeze 
n’ cheeze, including Hi-NRG, Eurodisco, electrofunk, disco rarities 
and more.” So rare are his tracks, Bus Station John declined to pro¬ 
vide me a set list, not wanting to alert the competition to his recipe 
for success. Says he: “I came out in the early ’80s and have all these 
musical hooks in my head from all these years. This music was huge 
in its day, the soundtrack for a whole generation. It was an amaz¬ 
ingly creative window when electronic musicians concocted unque 
hooks without computer software. That was pre-MTV; today’s 
dance music is formulaic and derivitave, a rip-off.” 

He sure knows his stuff. The place was kickin’. I’m a veteran of 
early ’80s gay bar and bathhouse cruising, and can recall the vibe 
well; Bus Station John gets it, perfectly. Some classic campy sleaze 
video played from a monitor, casting most of the light in the room 
early in the night; later, as the young, cruisy crowd poured in, the 
strobes came up. The place erupted in dance energy. Since I was 
imbibing friendly spirits and conversing with patrons, I didn’t catch 
all the songs, but I sure caught the enthusiasm. One customer, the 
charming Linda Hughes, curator of nearby Red Ink Studios (1035 
Market St.), told me The Tubesteak Connection was her favorite 
hangout; she loved the positive energy of the place. She pointed me 
to fellow customer Dino Dinco, a photographer currently taking 
images for Members Only, a penis book (before & after erections). 
He too loved the music and vibe, and probably the fact that 
“Tubesteak” draws some of the cutest studs you’ll find anywhere. 
Mere pups. Just the way it was back when. Minus the poppers. ▼ 


DJ Bus Station John also spins Saturdays at “The Rod” 
(Underground SF, 424 Haight St.), and Sundays in March at 
“Wreck the turntables!” with Juanita MORE! at Cafe Flore. 



Clifton Brown performs Caught with Alvin Ailey at Zellerbach Hall. 


Fri IS_ 

Alvin Ailey @ Zellerbach 
Hall, UC Berkeley 

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
(AAADT) continues its annual Cal Perfor¬ 
mances residency with Program B: includ¬ 
ing Shining Star by David Parsons, set to 
music by Earth, Wind and Fire; and Ves¬ 
pers (1986) with music by Mikel Rouse and 
choreography by Ulysses Dove, restaged by 
Masazumi Chaya. Plus Caught (1982) and 
The Winter in Lisbon (1992). $32, $42, 
$54. Tonight's 8pm show is the final perfor¬ 
mance of Program B. Program A plays 
Mar. 19 at 2pm, and Program C plays Mar. 
17 &19 at 8pm and Mar. 20 at 3pm. 
Zellerbach Hall, U.C. Berkeley, Bancroft 
Way at Telegraph Ave. Tix: 510-642-9988; 
www.calperfs.berkeley.edu 

Radical Performance Fest 
@ SomArts Cultural Center 

The Radical Performance fest presents 
more than 20 conscious, visual and per¬ 
forming artists in a two-night benefit cele¬ 
bration of dance, poetry, performance art, 
hip-hop, a cappella singing, live music and 
more. Featuring Deep Dickcollective; Cop- 
perWimmin; Sistas in the Pit; Kreatibo; 
Colored Ink; Soulography; Dancers Without 
Borders. Emceed by Nafis, with guest ap¬ 
pearances by Matt Gonzalez, Julia Butter¬ 
fly and more. Food & beverages available 
by donation. $10-$25 sliding. Doors 7:30; 
show 8pm. SomArts, 934 Brannan. Info: 
415-282-3104; www.cultural- 
links.org/rpf.html 

Miss Coco Peru Is 
Undaunted! @ NCTC 

The New Conservatory Theatre Center pre¬ 
sents the NCTC and San Francisco debut of 
the one-and-only Miss Coco Peru in her 
newest cabaret show, Miss Coco Peru is 
Undaunted! — an intelligent, theatrical, 
musical and witty drag autobiographic 
monologue with New York-style satire. $30 
Thu.-Sun.; $25 Wed. Runs thru April 3, 
Wed.-Sat. at 8pm and Sun. at 2pm. NCTC, 
25 Van Ness Ave. (near Market). Tix: 415- 
861-8972; www.nctcsf.org 

Gorgeous, A Journey of the 
Body @ NCTC 

The New Conservatory Theatre Center's 
YouthAware Program again presents Gor¬ 
geous, A Journey of the Body, a one-woman 
play by Anna Furse, starring Natalie Saibel 
and directed by Gwen Lobe. It's a theatre- 
in-education program for teens about the 
struggles that young people have with body 
image and aspiring towards "ideal" beauty. 


$7 students; $10 adults; $5 per person for 
groups of 10 or more. Shows at 10am and 
11:45am, Mon.-Thu., through Mar. 24. 
NCTC, 25 Van Ness Ave. Tix: 415-861- 
4914, ext. 109; email 
youthaware@nctcsf.org 

Men Connecting 
@ AHP Services Center 

The AIDS Health Project workshop: "2005 
Men Connecting: Dating: The 1st Date." 
does dating sometimes seem far from being 
simple or fun? Learn the basics of dating, 
including getting a first date, making it a 
success, and maintaining your health and 
well-being in the process. Fri., Mar. 18, 
6:15-9:30pm. AHP Services Center, 1930 
Market St. Space limited, pre-registration 
required: 415-476-6778, ext. 1. 

Mandonna @ GAMH 

Mandonna, the all-male tribute to the Ma¬ 
terial Girl, play their "St. Patrick's Day 
Hangover Show" at the Great American 
Music Hall on March 18, the day after St. 
Patrick's day. Tom Jonesing opens. $15 
gen'l adm.; $34.95 dinner ticket. Doors 
open 8pm; show at 9pm. All Ages Always 
(no babes in arms). Tix: 415-478-2277; 
Virtuous.com and Tickets.com. Info: 
www.mandonna.com 

‘Arts Ravished’ @ YBCA 

Double feature screening of the films 
Frightened Woman and Glimpse as part of 
Yerba Buena Center's "Arts Ravished: 

Retro and Recent Kink" film series this 
March. $8 regular/$5 YBCA members, stu¬ 
dents, teachers, seniors. 7:30 pm Fright¬ 
ened Woman 9:30 pm Glimpse. Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts Screening Room, 
701 Mission St. at 3rd. Tix/info: 415-978- 
ARTS (2787); www.ybca.org 

Tomorrow is Today 
@ Destiny Arts, Oakland 

Tomorrow is Today, the new dance/the- 
ater/martial arts performance from the Des¬ 
tiny Arts Youth Performance Company. An 
entertaining and urgent plea from potent 
youth voices to begin creating a better to¬ 
morrow today. Written and choreographed 
by Company youth in collaboration with 
professional artists, the show tells of indi¬ 
viduals stuck at an airport waiting for a de¬ 
layed flight, a metaphor for the characters' 
"stuck-ness," providing an opportunity for 
self-reflection/dialogue on issues of race, re¬ 
ligion, class, culture and youth leadership. 
$12-$20 sliding ($6 youth under 18). 
7:30pm Fri. & Sat., Mar. 18 & 19; 3pm 
Sun., Mar. 26. Malonga Casquelourd Cen¬ 
ter for the Arts (formerly the Alice Arts 
Center), 1428 Alica St., downtown Oak¬ 
land. Tix: 510-597-1619; www.destin- 
yarts.org 


Daniel Tousignant 
@ Geras-Tousignant Gallery 

Opening reception: "Recent Works by 
Daniel Tousignant," an evening of art, 
champagne and chocolate. This is the first 
one-man show for Tousignant in seven 
years. Born into a family saturated in the 
arts, and raised on a dairy farm in Min¬ 
nesota, Tousignant started painting at the 
age of five. His works today have an antique 
quality, the antithesis of the contemporary 
painter. His landscapes are a memory of 
places visited, the result of an emotional re¬ 
sponse to the beauty around him. Cham¬ 
pagne & chocolate reception on Fri., Mar. 
18, 5-9pm and Sat., Mar. 29, 5-9pm. Open 
to the public; reservations required. 437 
Pacific Ave. (btwn Samsome & Mont¬ 
gomery). Info/res: 415-986-1647; 
www.gtfineart.com 


Harvey Milk Civil Rights 
Academy Auction & Concert 

Here is your chance to get great bargains 
and support public education. Don't miss 
Harvey Milk Civil Rights Academy's Annual 
Silent Auction on Sat., March 19 from 12 
noon-4pm at 4235 - 19th St. (at Colling- 
wood). Find great bid items like hotel, spa, 
and restaurant certificates, yoga, pilates, 
voice lessons, wine, art, entertainment, and 
sport events like Giants games. Live music, 
including harmonica player James Loose 
Reed. Fresh baked goodies. All profits sup¬ 
port the school's Outdoor Education Pro¬ 
gram. Info: 415-241-6276, 
www.sfusd.edu/schwww/sch505/fundraisers 

Anything Goes Chorus 
@ Community Music Center 

Director Ellen Robinson presents the Any¬ 
thing Goes Chorus in a lively, inspiring 
evening of harmony and song, tunes in a va¬ 
riety of styles including jazz ("Fly Me To 
the Moon"), pop ("Fever"), Broadway 
("One Brick at a Time"), Latin ("Oye La 
Musica"), and songs of peace ("Silk La¬ 
goon"). Sprinkled with a bit of choreogra¬ 
phy, colorful costumes, hilarious props and 
punctuated with audience sing-a-longs. Do¬ 
nations welcome. 8pm. CMC, 544 Capp St. 
Info: 415-647-6015; www.sfcmc.org 

One Big Lie @ EXIT Theatre 

"All the truth in the world adds up to one 
big lie." — Bob Dylan. Crowded Fire the¬ 
ater Company and the Playwrights Founda¬ 
tion present the World Premiere production 
of New York playwright Liz Duffy Adams' 
One Big Lie, a musical fable that pits gods 
against mortals in a search for ultimate 
truth that takes us from the ancient world 
to a future that seems all too familiar. Lie 
follows two sisters and a brother whose 
dilemmas repeat in each age as they strug¬ 
gle to discover who's really holding the 
cards. It's a hilarious romp that abruptly 
turns serious as the heroes are forced to 
stand trial for "anti-patriotic acts." $25 
Opening Gala (Mar. 19); $15-$20 Thu., 

Fri. & Sat., Mar. 24-Apr. 16. Pay-what- 
you-can preview Mar. 18, and Mon., Apr. 
11. 8pm. EXIT Theatre, 156 Eddy St. 
Tix/info: 415-675-5995; www.crowded- 
fire.org 

Fairy Butch Strip Contest 
@ 12 Galaxies 

In Bed With Fairy Butch: The First Anlnual 
Amateur Strip Contest! For Women, Trans¬ 
folks & Their Pals. Amateur strippers take 
over the In Bed with Fairy Butch to com¬ 
pete for fame and prizes! A jury of illustri¬ 
ous stripping professionals and other SF no¬ 
tables will determine the winners! All col¬ 
ors, styles, single or coupled, butch, femme, 
andro and none of the above sorts of dykes 
and trannies and their pals are welcome. 
The club will also feature our fabulous Tin¬ 
gle & Mingle Game! After the show, enjoy 
an old school dance party with hip-hop, 
disco, 80's, R & B spun by DJ, Atomic 
Pop! Come at 8pm to register for free mini 
speed dating, (w/full cover). $10-$15 slid¬ 
ing (includes a sex toy extravaganza raffle 
ticket). Doors open 8pm; Show at 10pm. 

12 Galaxies, 2565 Mission St. at 22nd St. 
Info: 415-FEY-8000; www.fairybutch.com 

Tuxedomoon @ Cafe DuNord 

KFJC Presents the legendary art-rock band 
Tuxedomoon, fresh out with a new album, 
Cabin in the Sky. Plus: Tussle and DJ Steve 
E. Nicks. Tuxedomoon was formed in SF in 
1977 by Blaine L. Reininger and Steven 
Brown, working out of the electronic music 
lab of SF City College. They were joined 
shortly after by Peter Principle. In 1979 
Tuxedomoon recorded their now classic 
album Half Mute. The group was semi-offi- 
cially dissolved in 1989. The new album 
Cabin in the Sky is the first studio record¬ 
ing by the band's reunited original line-up. 

It finds Tuxedomoon in absolute top form, 
as romantic, rebellious and boundlessly 
imaginative as they ever were. $12 at door. 
Show at 9:30pm. 21+w/ID. 2170 Market 
St. Info: www.cafedunord.com 


SF Hiking Club 
@ Pine Mtn. & Carson Falls 

This outing will take hikers up Pine Moun¬ 
tain for unimpeded views of the Mt. Tam 
watershed and then down into the Little 
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Smash-Up Derby, the world's only mash-up rock band, plays Thursday Nite Live at the SF Eagle. See Thursday. 


Carson Creek canyon with its beautiful 
rocky falls. It's a moderate 7-8 mile hike 
with a 1,500-ft. elevation gain. Meet 9am 
under the large Safeway sign at Market & 
Dolores. Info: www.sfhiking.com 

Palm Sunday @ MCC-SF 

MCC San Francisco, "A house of prayer for 
all people. A home for queer spirituality," 
kicks off Holy Week 2005 with Palm Sun¬ 
day observances at 9am, 11am, & 7pm. 
Commemorate Jesus' entry into Jerusalem 
with the festive waving of palm branches. 
MCC-SF serves an open communion; you do 
not need to be a member of the MCC com¬ 
munity, any synagogue, mosque or sangha 
to share in God's gifts from God's table. 
Morning Worship: "Queer Catechism - 
Preparing for Death." 11am service: "A 
Procession of Children & Families," with 
special music for Palm Sunday by Aaron 
Priskorn, Trumpet. A Dedication of "MCC 
Children's Place" takes place after the 
11am service. Children are invited to join 
the party in Room 108. Every child will 
have the opportunity to decorate a quilt 
square for the Children's Place memory 
quilt, which will be revealed on Easter 
morning. Evening Worship: "Skipping To¬ 
wards Gomorrah - Pride." Come hear about 
a new version of pride and be "righteously 
proud" as Rev. Dr. G. Penny Nixon, Rev. 
Karen Foster and friends join together in 
commissioning Rev. Terri Echelbarger and 
the new MCC congregation being planted in 
the Peninsula. Special "Hosanna" (7pm 
only) Choral Anthem with words & music by 
Kirk Franklin, featuring Rap Artist Julie F. 
Potter. 150 Eureka St. Info: 863-4434; 
www.mccsf.org 

Nature's Pharmacy @ SF 
Conservatory of Flowers 

Be immersed in the sights, sounds and 
scents of four culturally themed market 
places as the new exhibition, Nature's Phar¬ 
macy: The Healing Power of Plants, takes 
visitors on a virtual journey to Africa, Asia, 
South and North America to learn about 
medicinal plants, their many uses and the 
issues that surround them. $5 gen'l; $3 
sendiors, students, youth 12-17. 9am- 
4:30pm Tue.-Sun. Conservatory of Flowers, 
Golden Gate Park. Info: 415-666-7001; 
www.conservatoryofflowers.org 

Green Beat @ Hotel Utah 

The Green Beat Acoustic Songwriter Show¬ 
case provides a rare opportunity to see local 
and national singer/songwriters break from 
their full band appearances and perform un¬ 
plugged. Tonight's showcase will feature 
rising star Garrin Benfield, along with Gary 
Rosenberg, Duff Ferguson, and Justice. In 
addition to a great setting for live music. 

The Hotel Utah Saloon offers a full dinner 
menu and bar. Limited-edition 14-song 
sampler CD available "by donation" to the 
first 30 ticket buyers. $7 at door. Sun., 

Mar. 20 at 7pm. 500 4th Street at Bryant; 
Advance 2-for-l tix at www.acousticsong- 
writers.com 


M o n 21 

One Voice—Gospel Artists 
Respond to AIDS 
@ Herbst Theatre 

Yvette Flunder, Edwin Hawkins, Tremaine 
Hawkins, Terrance Kelly, Shirley Miller, 
Allowyn Price, S.P.I.R.I.T., and Rusty Wat¬ 
son are the internationally known, Califor¬ 
nia-grown gospel artists who will perform 
at the annual One Voice — Gospel Artists 
Respond to AIDS concert at the Herbst The¬ 
atre. The concert will benefit the Yvette A. 
Flunder Foundation, which supports or¬ 
phanages in Uganda, Ghana, Zimbabwe and 
South Africa as well as numerous HIV- 
AIDS education, housing and social service 
programs in the Bay Area. Rev. Dr. Yvette 
Flunder is Senior Pastor, City of Refuge 
United Church of Christ, Presiding Bishop, 
Refuge Ministries/Fellowship 2000 Rev. 
General Seating $30. VIP Tickets $125. 

VIP Reception from 6pm w/ wine and 
Southern style buffet dinner. One night only: 
Mon., Mar. 21, 7pm, at Herbst Theatre, 

401 Van Ness Ave. Tix: City Box Office, 
415-392-4400; www.cityboxoffice.com 

Miss Gay Primavera 2005 
@ Esta Noche 

Producciones Esta Noche presenta: Miss 
Gay Primavera 2005 — presentation y tal- 
ento, leading up to the Gran Final on March 
30, with a 1st prize of $500.10:30pm. Esta 
Noche, 3079 16th St. Info: 415-861-5757. 

Eating for Immune 
Enhancement @ The Center 

The Immune Enhancement Project (IEP) 
presents a free workshop: "Eating for Im¬ 
mune Enhancement, Part 2." The workshop 
will help you learn how to cook and eat to 
attune your body to the upcoming Spring 
season. It will also give you techniquest to 
strengthen and cleanse your system. Speak¬ 
er: Nishanga Bliss, L.Ac. & Nutritionist. 
Mon., Mar. 21 from 3-5pm at the SF LGBT 
Community Center, 1800 Market St. 



OUT Spoken V 
@ Comcast Ch. 11 

OUT Spoken V, a video magazine for the 
LGBT community, hosted by Janine Shiota 
and Tim Gaskin. Featuring Heklina's back- 
stage interview with the Scissor Sisters, 
plus segments on Jose Sarria, Absolute Em¬ 
press 1, the widow Norton, founder of The 
Imperial Court; openly-gay Jose Cisneros, 

SF City Treasurer; butch lesbian Skyler 
Cooper who plays Shakespeare's Othello; 
socialites/fundraisers China Silk and Donna 
Sachet; SF lesbian cab driver Ann Bailey; 
and gay author/yoga instructor Darrin 
Main. Watch Comcast Ch. 11 on Mar. 22 
at 6:30pm; Encore presentations on Wed., 



Daniel Tousignant unveils his uniquely antique landscapes of memories at 
the Geras-Tousignant Gallery. See Friday. 


Mar. 23 at 8:30pm; Sat., Mar. 26 at 7pm; 
and Sun., Mar. 27 at 8pm. Info: www.out- 
spokensf.com 

Crickett Bardot 
@ Trannyshack 

Join Crickett Bardot as she takes you on an 
acid-drenched carpet ride through the bow¬ 
els of exotic beyond. $7 cover. 9pm-2am 
(show at midnight). The Stud, 9th & Harri¬ 
son. Info: www.heklina.com 


Public Meeting in the Castro 

Public meeting about a "Commercial Bene¬ 
fit District" (similar to the Business Im¬ 
provement District in Union Square) in the 
Castro. Local businesses would pay into a 
fund to pay for services such as sidewalk 
cleaning, security, etc. Meets Wed., Mar. 
23, 5 pm, at 501 Castro St. (Bank of 
America meeting room). 

JenRO/Conscious Daughters 
@ El Toro Nightclub 

Spoken Word and Hip Hop Showcase in the 
Portola, featuring the Bay Area's finest 
spoken word and hip-hop artists, including 
Pride Main Stage sensation JenRO (The 
Revelation, La Movida Records), Conscious 
Daughters, LadyTragik, Mo' Betta and 
more. Located at 2470 San Bruno Ave. 
Doors open 7pm. Free b4 8pm; $7 after. 
$5 w/student ID. 


Smash-Up Derby 
@ Eagle Tavern 

Smash-Up Derby rocks "Thursday Nite 
Live" like a totally kick-ass indie cover 
band - except the singers think they're in a 
pop band. So while the band is cranking out 
renditions of songs by Nirvana, Franz Fer¬ 
dinand, the Sex Pistols, or Black Sabbath, 
singers Adrian Roberts (the BAR'S Art Di¬ 
rector and resident music diva) and Trixxie 
Carr are belting out Madonna, Michael 
Jackson, Christina Aguilera, or Pink - at 
the same time. On paper, it sounds like a 
train wreck, but in actuality, it melds beau¬ 
tifully. With the band's skillful execution, 
these "hybrid songs" sound like they were 
always meant to be together. You'll never 
hear the originals the same way again. 
Playing with the Mandarins and the Girl¬ 
friend Experience. $5 cover. 9pm. 12th & 
Harrison. Info: www.smashupderby.com 

Lizz Roman & Dancers’ 
CellGround @ CellSpace 

Lizz Roman & Dancers present CellGround, 
a site-specific installation designed for the 
architecture of CellSpace. Featuring nine 
dancers and a live soundscore by Alex Kelly 
(cello) and Clyde Sheets (DJ). Conceived 
and directed by Lizz Roman. The cavernous 
warehous/theater becomes a multi-tiered 
playground as dancers utilize the rafters, 
beams, ramps, banisters, stairs, roof, walls, 
doorways, counters and ladders to explore 
the raw elements of the building's architec¬ 
ture. The first half of CellGround is viewed 
from the main floor; the second half invites 
the audience upstairs while the performers 
transition downstairs to dance in unexpect¬ 
ed places. $20 gen'l adm. 8pm Thu.-Sat., 
March 24-26. CellSpace, 2050 Bryant St. 
at 19th St. Tix: 415-269-1283. 

Left Coast Chamber 
Ensemble @ Mill Valley 

The Left Coast Chamber Ensemble presents 
In the Spotlight: The Flute, featuring the 
premiere of FLING, a work for flute and 
strings by Nathaniel Stookey. In addition, 
two infrequently heard gems for flute and 
string quartet: Alberto Ginestera's Quintet 
for Flute and Strings, and Amy Beach's 
Quintet for Flute and Strings. By popular 
demand, LCCE once again presents a group 
of Renaissance songs, including works by 
John Dowland. Tonight's program takes 
place at 8pm in downtown Mill Valley at 
142 Throckmorton Theatre; it repeats 
March 7 at 8pm in San Francisco at the 
Green Room. $20 gen'l; $15 student/senior. 
Mill Valley tix: 415-383-9600; 
www.142ThrockmortonTheatre.com 



SF BADLANDS 


THURSDAY NIGHT 
is LATIN NIGHT!* 


DOMESTIC BOTTLED BEER .25 AT ALL TIMES! 

"THURSDAY NIGHT DANCfcTO HOT LAIfN 
MUSIC VIDEOS, CORONA s 2.50 MARGARITA5 s 4.00 


18 th STREET NEAR CASTRO/DANCING EVERY NIGHT/ EVERYONE WELCOME/MUST BE 21 



Free HIV/STD testing 

1st Thur, 8:30-10:30pm 
3rd Fri, 10pm-12:30am 

Get tested or ask a question. 

Confidential. Private area. 

933 Harrison @ 5th 

In cooperation with AIDS Health Project 

Get tested every 6 months! 

(4i5) 777-HEAD; www.blowbuddies.com 




729 Bush St.@ Powell 

$5 ALL NIGHT PARKING BUSH & STOCKTON 


75 CHANNELS! 
WQLOKY HOLESh 

8Live 
Sex Cams 

on the webll 


\ fit?* 

ftiiralsFrlm TheOajWeOpened" 

INFO: 415.781.9468 
www.nobhilltheatre.com 
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Men who made ‘ideal females’ 

'Painted Men: Chinese Opera Backstage' at SFPALM 


by Stephanie von Buchau 

t some time or another, 
every major society has had 
a ban on female singers, ac¬ 
tors and/or dancers. During these 
periods, young men, often 
teenaged boys, impersonated fe¬ 
male characters in plays, dances 
and operas. In the West, we have 
the hideous yet mellifluous exam¬ 
ple of the castrati, young boys cas¬ 
trated before their voices broke so 
that a pure adolescent sound was 
preserved. Fortunately, the last 
Western castrato died in 1922. 

In Asian countries, where 
change is often agonizingly slow, 
the tradition of female imperson¬ 
ation still exists in the Kabuki and 
Chinese opera. Asian actors are 
trained from early youth, their 
calling is honored (and often well- 
paid), and no major mutilations 
are required for their art (except 
for bound feet; see below). This 
central fact is a theme of Painted 
Men: Chinese Opera Backstage, a 
major exhibit of photographs, 
costumes and artifacts from the 
branch of Cantonese Opera that 
flourished in San Francisco, now 
showing at the Performing Arts 
Library and Museum (PALM) on 
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A Chinese Opera 'actress' applying theatrical make-up backstage. 


the fourth floor of the War 
Memorial Veterans Bldg., through 
June 4. 

Since Asians — Confucians, 
Buddhists, Taoists, Shintoists — 
tend to look at sexual behavior in 
a less judgmental manner than 
most Western cultures, the fact 
that these beautiful stage creatures 
are not what they seem is part of 
the popularity of the artform, but 
also not as big a deal as it is in the 
West. Whether female imperson¬ 
ators are gay is something that tit¬ 
illates (or concerns) the Western 
viewer more than it does the Asian 
theatergoer. 

Many Kabuki onnagata are 
married and have children and 
grandchildren, which does not 
preclude them being gay, it just 
means that basically nobody cares. 
Yet in the early 1900s, after the 
Cantonese Opera was established 
in San. Francisco as both a tourist 
attraction and a meeting place for 
lonely Chinese men who were 
working in the city but sending all 
their earnings back to their fami¬ 
lies in China, there was a scandal 
over a late Ch’ing dynasty Can¬ 
tonese Opera actor named Tzu- 
hou-hai. 

His photo is not terribly pre¬ 
possessing — though most late 
19th-century/early 20th-century 
portrait photography is stiff and 
uncomfortable — but he is ac¬ 
knowledged as the first known 
Chinese gay male actor in SF. The 
staff of PALM didn’t know much 
about the actual circumstances, 
but apparently his outing caused 
a controversy within the Tongs 
and the Six-Companies Organiza¬ 
tion. They were bankrolling the 
city’s Cantonese Opera, and prob¬ 
ably also controlling the gambling 
venues and brothels that were part 


of the single Chinese male’s exis¬ 
tence. Eventually, Tzu-hou-hai 
was deported and replaced by a 
(supposedly straight) comedian. 

Banned opera 

The other notable female im¬ 
personator appearing in this ex¬ 
hibit is Mei Lan-fang, a Peking 
Opera star who toured America in 
the ’30s. Yet the Peking (now Bei¬ 
jing) Opera, while easily the most 
famous Chinese company in the 
world, did not have nearly the in¬ 
fluence in the West as the Can¬ 
tonese Opera. This style had 
flourished in China’s Kwangtung 
and Kwangsi provinces until 1854, 
when an actor named Li Wen- 
mao gathered an army of actors to 
rebel against the government in 
support of the Taiping Rebellion 
(1851-64). When the rebellion 
was squelched, Cantonese Opera 
was considered subversive and 
banned. In the meantime, a 
troupe of 123 Cantonese Opera 
actors, singers, dancers and musi¬ 
cians traveled to the US in 1852. 



Cantonese Opera performer Wong Chew Moo as a general in full regalia. 


The female impersonators were all 
young male teens, well-versed in 
producing the “ideal female” on 
stage. American audiences were 
entranced, calling them “the most 
beautiful and lovely young fe¬ 
males in SF.” 

Cantonese Opera has survived 
until the present day, traditionally 
unaltered, though it was modern¬ 
ized after WW II. Representing 
“family values” (diligence, thrift, 
hard work, justice, etc.), the Opera 
combined fantasy entertainment 
with political stances. If it weren’t 
for the shrill, nasal, high-pitched 
sound of Chinese music in gener¬ 
al and singing in particular, this 
splendid artform could easily have 
been a predominant one in SF. 
The gymnastics, martial arts (at 
one point the swordfights were 
real) and richly exotic costumes 
recommend Cantonese Opera to 
anyone who delights in overt the¬ 
atricality. 

Among the standouts in this ex¬ 
hibit are gorgeously embroidered 
robes for emperors — a huge drag¬ 


on created of orange bugle beads 
will thrill anyone passionate about 
costumes and glitter — generals 
and courtesans. Footwear demon¬ 
strates that even the young men 
sometimes had bound feet to cre¬ 
ate the traditional “lily walk.” Ex¬ 
travagant headdresses are to die 
for. Helmets, armor, fans, masks all 
activate the acquisitive nature of 
this art collector. There is even a 
dressing room scene, with a man¬ 
nequin seated before a mirror, 
about to apply his makeup, with all 
his trunks and accoutrements 
around him. 

Less glamorous but still fasci¬ 
nating are SF photographs of 
artists, theaters and actual perfor¬ 
mances. There are tickets, ciga¬ 
rette cards, wigs and beards, paint¬ 
ings, posters, woodblock prints, 
puppets. The entire show is con¬ 
tained in two rooms, easy to view 
in under an hour and well worth 
the time. Admission is free. T 


Info: 255-4800, sfpalm.org 


Worldly ensembles 



by Jason Victor Serinus 

The Classical Underground 
Imani Winds (Koch) 

hearty welcome to this 
debut album from the five 
young African-American 
musicians of Imani Winds. These 
talented wind players (flute, oboe, 
clarinet, bassoon, and French 


Join a community 
working 
to fight AIDS 



Project T 


Project T will test whether HIV negative gay/bi men can safely take an HIV drug. 
If so, further studies may test it as an HIV prevention strategy. Participants will 
receive free STD & HIV testing and counseling, and $35-50 per visit. 

(415) 554-8888 
www.sfaidsresearch.org 

HIV Research Section, SFDept of Public Health 


horn) thrive on the unusual, grav¬ 
itating toward music that fuses 
European, African and American 
traditions. That their delightful 
repertoire is played with refresh¬ 
ing freedom and sensuality is rea¬ 
son aplenty to hear this disc. 

It begins with a delicious per¬ 
formance of Astor Piazzolla’s 
“Liber Tango” arranged by the 
only male in the quintet, French 
horn player Jeff Scott. The perfor¬ 
mance, graced by Rolando 
Morales Matos’ percussion, is free, 
wild, insinuating, and Latin to the 
core. Atmosphere is the name of 
the game on clarinetist Paquito 
D’Rivera’s seven-movement Aires 
Tropicales. D’Rivera, who’s a joy to 
watch in person, clearly loves life; 
his spirit is positively infectious. 
Especially compelling is Jeff 
Scott’s arrangement of Aires Trop- 
icales‘ final, extended “Afro” move¬ 
ment, featuring guest Rene 
Marie’s enticing vocals and some 
unexpected, jungle-like sounds 
from the winds. 

Scott also offers his own 
“Homage to Duke,” which pays 
tribute to Ellington’s more sacred 
offerings. Flutist Valerie Coleman 
contributes a three-movement 
Concerto for Wind Quintet whose 
“Vocalise” is filled with interesting 
harmonies, and final “Danza” is a 
lively affair. Lalo Schifrin’s “La 
Nouvelle Orleans” presents a fan¬ 
tastic opportunity for the group to 
explore ever-changing rhythms, 



wild leaps, and a serpentine 
melody that morphs into bluesy 
chords before finally segueing into 
a unique take New Orleans jazz. 
Great stuff. 

Homenaje a Revueltas 
Ebony Band Amsterdam 
(Channel Classics) 

In the astounding music of Mex¬ 
ican composer Silvestre Revueltas 
(1899-1940), the joy and exuber¬ 
ance of Mexican life and its virtual¬ 
ly phantasmagoric shadow side of 
superstition, Catholic repression, 
and suffering go hand in hand. 

Revueltas was a true original. A 
violin player from age eight, he 
matured to tour the southern 
United States and Mexico as a vi¬ 
olin soloist and conductor in the 
1920s. Coming to the attention of 
composer Carlos Chavez, he was 
summoned to work with the 
Orquestra Sinfonica de Mexico to 
page 45 ► 


Peter Perkins, SFPALM-collection 
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Low-key in Walnut Creek 


Welcome to the Club 1220, Contra Costa Co/s oldest gay bar 




Alameda, 2298 A South Shore Ctr., (510) 523-8159* 
Napa, 3219 Jefferson St., (707) 252-9272* 

Petaluma, 201 S McDowell Blvd., (707) 763-4801* 
Redwood City, 1087 E! Camino Real, (650) 365-7468* 
San Francisco, 1303 Van Ness, (415) 346-1978* 

San Francisco, 3301 Geary Blvd., (415) 751-3711* 
Santa Rosa, 1331 Guernevilfe Rd., (707) 528-2822* 


•u U M WHEREHOUSE 

MUSIC • MOVIES 


Friday nights draw a younger crowd, with hip hop and house music. 


Country 8c Western night. Inter¬ 
estingly, notes Jon, this country 
crowd is the source of the club’s 


major food events, at Thanksgiv¬ 
ing and Christmas. 
Every three months, there’s Club 


Check him out 

LIVE! 


Gus Presents 


Underworld Party San Francisco, CA 03/19/2005 

Coliseum Ft Lauderdale, FL 04/02/2005 

Resurrections Detroit Ml 04/18/2005 

Heat (Fiesta Weekend) San Antonio, TX 04/22/2005 

“Mike Lane’s Birthday Bash" ©Fresh San Francisco, CA 04/24/2005 

Babylon Tour Club Fly Toronto, Ont 04/29/2005 

Babylon Tour p Talbott Street Nightclub Indianapolis, IN 05/06/2005 

Babylon Tour @ Firestone Orlando, Fi 05/14/2005 

Babylon Tour @ Velvet Nation Washington, DC 05/21/2005 

Tribe Long Beach, CA 05/22/2005 

For all other events go to www.djrdlandbetmares.coni 


PRESENTS 


BH 




by Mike Sher and 
Mark des Jardins 


here are no bright lights 
outside the Club 1220, and 
no neon signs. No windows 
open to the world, as at the Twin 
Peaks Tavern on Castro Street, 
just a small sign with the number 
1220, like the bar with 
no name in Sausali- 
to. The front door, ^ 
surrounded by ^4 
flagstones, has a ( 

solid look. It’s on a 
quiet street a few blocks 
away from the cen¬ 
ter of town, and 
around the corner 
from a 7-11. But 
the Club 1220 at 1220 Pine Street 
in Walnut Creek is Contra Costa’s 
oldest gay and lesbian bar, and the 
longest owned under the same 
proprietorship in the East Bay. 

Brothers Jon and Steve Crovo, 
the owners of 1220, became own¬ 
ers in a slightly unusual way. They 
were running a gas station and 
liquor store on Clayton Road in 
Walnut Creek, and began manag¬ 
ing a small bar nearby. The 
owner sold the bar, bringing their 
management to an end, but they 
liked the work and wanted to stay 
in the business. 

In 1976, after being turned down 
in Concord and elsewhere, they 
found a location in Walnut Creek 
and looked to their parents for fi¬ 
nancing. This took courage, since 
their dad was a former Marine, 
and the family devout Catholics. 
After some consideration, their 
parents agreed. The brothers 
sought advice and counsel from 
Catholic priests in their diocese. 
Then, after remodeling and 
restoration, they were on their 
way. 

Walk in, and you’ll see what the 
Crovo brothers achieved. The bar 
has become a friendly and safe 
gathering place for gays and les¬ 
bians who don’t want the com¬ 
mute to the city. Past the front 
door on the left, a dance floor and 
DJ booth stand. On the right, 
there’s the bar itself, with 
barstools and a small mirror/flo¬ 
ral display behind it. A popcorn 
machine is next to the bar, and a 
pool table is ready for action in 
the back. A small outdoor deck 
beyond allows smokers a tranquil 
spot for their pastime. 

The only night the bar closed 
was when the Dan White verdict 
came in on the Harvey Milk and 
Mayor George Moscone assassi¬ 
nations. While rioting took place 
in San Francisco by the gay com¬ 
munity that night, threats were 
being phoned into Club 1220. 
Both the bar and the police want¬ 
ed to avoid any trouble in Walnut 
Creek. 

There’s another Harvey Milk 
connection at the bar. After a de¬ 
bate with John Briggs in Walnut 
Creek, Harvey dropped by the bar 
to give a speech. He noticed that 
the gay guys were sitting on one 
side of the club, and the lesbians 
were on the other, a sign of the 
growing pains of the time. The 
speech was inspiring and well-re¬ 
membered. 

There’s been controversy at the 
bar over the years. The club hired 
a lesbian bartender. Her name 
was Shirley Coleman. At first, 
there was anger from the men, 
but she became the club’s first 
manager. Later, a straight female 
bartender aroused controversy, 
too, but she was attractive enough 


to gain lesbian attention, and that 
turned out fine. 

Decades ago, there were sepa¬ 
rate bars for gays and lesbians. 
The turning point seems to be the 
start of the AIDS epidemic. With 
it came an outpouring of sympa¬ 
thy, support, and fundraising 
from the lesbian community. “I 
think it was the start 
f of our community 

t ' coming together,” says 
Jon. 

Country cookin’ 

The 1220 offers a 
variety of events to 
appeal to various 
elements of the 
community. 
Wednesday is 
Karaoke Night, with TV monitors 
scattered about the bar viewing 
the performances. Every Thurs¬ 
day is Latino Night. Friday draws 
a younger crowd with hip hop 
and house music. They do have a 
$5 cover on Friday and Saturday 
nights. Every other Saturday is 


Nasty for the leather crowd. 
There are drag shows a few times 
a month, with former Finocchio 
stars on the bill. People not only 
come from the city for this, but 
from Sacramento and the Valley. 

Happy Hour is Monday to Fri¬ 
day, 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. No minors 
are ever allowed, and they have no 
afterhour operations, so the Wal¬ 
nut Creek PD considers the 1220 
to be a model liquor-business op¬ 
eration. On occasion, there have 
been problems with local punks 
who don’t like gays, but the police 
have backed the bar every time. 
Over the years, a number of bars 
and clubs in the East Bay have 
come and gone: Just Rewards, 
Club 21 and Blue, to name a few. 
But Club 1220 maintains itself 
still as a safe, friendly suburban 
space for gay men and lesbians 
alike. ▼ 


Club 1220, 1220 Pine St., 
Walnut Creek. Open 4 p.m. - 
2.a.m. (925) 938-4550 


© 2005 Trans World Entertainment. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. Void where prohibited by law. March 2005. , > 0503-156 BAR 


■ 


HI 































42 BAY AREA REPORTER 17 March 2005 



wo buy 


photos, dvd’s, magazines & videos 

call 

Steve 

41 5-621 -11 S3 

days, or 

Patrick 
41 5-81 0-21323 

evenings & weekends 


fiuto Erotica 

purveyor of vintage porn 
(St fine dildos 
4077ft 18th Street 
415-861-5787 
open every day 


the Inter-Club Fund is pleased to congratulate all of the nominees 


and salute the winners of the 39 ih Annual Motorcycle Awards. 

Mark your calendars now for the 

40 th Annual Motorcycle Awards 

Saturday 18 February 2006 


I NTER-CLUB FUN D oi SAM FRANCiSCC 




THURSDAY 
MARCH 17 

10PM - 1AM 
AT THE POWERHOUSE 

1347 Folsom Street (between 9th/10th) 


(415) 621-7551 


9 AM - 10 PM, Mon - Sat 
11 AM-7 PM, Sun 
2199 Market St, SF, CA 94114 
Or send $3 for our Catalog 


Image Leather 


ftes/l 


CALENDAR 

2006 


CONTESTANTS SHOULD ARRIVE BY 9:30PM 


2006 calendar photographer: 

steven underhill 


www.stevenunderhill.com 


WWW.SOMABARECHESTCALENDAR.ORG 
WWW.POWERHOUSE-SF.COM 


BENEFITING AIDS EMERGENCY FUND & POSITIVE RESOURCE CENTER 


Spotlight on L.A. 



The world's greatest "sound man/' Randy Shiller, was one of several 
recipients of commendations from California Assembly member Mark 
Leno via Mama Reinhardt. Mr. Shiller earned the honor for his voluntary 
contributions to the annual BCEF Dinners. 


by Mister Marcus 


he Mr. Los Angeles Leather 
2005 contest will be taking 
place this weekend in my 
old hometown, when Marc Watrel 
will step aside for a successor out 
of nine men qualifying for the 
title. Here are a few highlights 
scheduled for the weekend: 

First of all, the host hotel is the 
Wilshire Grand Los Angeles at 930 
Wilshire Blvd. (close to down¬ 
town), and the rates range from 
$119 (for a standard room) to 
$129 for a Deluxe room, and $149 
for an Executive Floor Room. You 
can reserve by calling 1-888-773- 
2888. 

Shuttle buses will be provided 
to all venue events, and the week¬ 
end has the Southland Honors 
Dinner and Honor Awards Cere¬ 
mony, and the Mr. L.A. Leather 
Contest, with a post-contest vic¬ 
tory dance, both at the El Rey 
Theater. Plus there’s a vendor fair, 
a street fair in Silverlake on Sun¬ 
day, and LAL educational semi¬ 
nars all day Saturday. 

A large contingent from San 
Francisco will make the trek to the 
Southland, and I’ll be there, too, 
so you can expect to know the re¬ 
sults here next week. Thanks to 
Marc Watrel for a great year with 
the title. 

More information on the con¬ 
test is obtainable from the web; 
click on www. www.mrlaleather. 
com 

Bonanza for Breast 
Cancer Emergency 
Fund 

Another record 
crowd materialized at 
the ARC in San Francis¬ 
co last Saturday night, 

March 12 as the faith¬ 
ful flocked to support 
the 5th annual Breast 
Cancer Emergency 
Fund Dinner produced by Sandy 
“Mama” Reinhardt and her faith¬ 
ful crew of volunteers. Even 
Mama’s own blood family were on 
hand to hear accolade upon acco¬ 
lade heaped on “The Mama” for 
her fundraising efforts. Queen 
Cougar, Carolyn Kelly and Jorge 
Caste provided musical entertain¬ 
ment. Superb! 

California Assemblyman Mark 
Leno was on hand with a handful 
of “official” commendatory docu¬ 


ments from the California Assem¬ 
bly for various people whose good 
works with this project were offi¬ 
cially appreciated and endorsed by 
California’s Assembly. Those hon¬ 
ored included Mark Paladini, Ray 
Tilton, Dirk Burns, Kay Filgo, Dan 
Bernal, Glennon Sutter, Randy 
Schiller and Peter Fiske. Bravo! 

It was a splendid evening, 
with everyone was dressed to 
the nines. There leather people 
galore, Imperial Family 
members and the grass¬ 
roots supporters of a very 
worthy cause. 

No one was actually 
counting heads, but some 
very conspicuous ab¬ 
sences were noted — 
and dished to no end. 
It is both dishearten¬ 
ing and notable how many people 
have two faces in our little family. 

The farthest travel award was 
given to Sean Cribbin, Mr. Toron¬ 
to Leather 2005, who made the 
trek to our turf by way of a bene¬ 
fit for the BCEF Dinner in a joint 
fundraiser held the night before 
with Mr. SF Leather Dodger Allen 
at Daddy’s Bar. Declaring that he’s 
“single” again, former Mr. SF 
Leather Gary Virginia was gussied 
up in a notable “GQ” outfit that 


had heads turning. 

A splendid array of silent auc¬ 
tion items was on display and 
satellite cocktail bars were avail¬ 
able for the thirsty ones and din¬ 
ers had a great choice of gourmet 
quality entrees. Kudos once again 
to Mama and her many volunteers 
who made it a smashing evening 
of success and pride to benefit the 
Breast Cancer Emergency Fund. 
And thanks to all of you who sup¬ 
ported this worthwhile cause. 

Int’l Clitoris Day 

A lot of women in our com¬ 
munity will join forces to cele¬ 
brate International Clitoris Day 
this Saturday, March 19. A big cel¬ 
ebration/show will take place at 
the Brava Theater for Women in 
the Arts at 2781 - 24th St (at York) 
at 2000, with a stunning show 
scheduled with notable female 
performers. For info, go to the 
web at www.celebrateclitoris.com. 

E. Nixon/Boy Beetle win 
Int’l Leather Sir/boy 

The march toward the finals of 
the International Leather Sir/boy ti¬ 
tles being held in St. Petersburg, 
Florida in October is in progress. 
Last weekend in Baltimore, the 
next page ► 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Weekend, March 17-20 

Los Angeles grabs the spotlight this weekend with 
their Mr. L.A. Contest with myriad of events culmi¬ 
nating in a street fair in the Silverlake area on 
Sunday. 

Thursday, March 17 

Another round in the Bare Chest Calendar season 
at the Powerhouse tonight around 2200. Who will 
make the grade? Does the AEF appreciate the 
color ads in various magazines that the Power¬ 
house is paying for? Hmmm? 

Saturday, March 19 

International Clitoris Day around the world, with a 
big celebration here in San Francisco. More info 
at: www.celebrateciitoris.com 

SF Dyke Girl Hayden is throwing a "step-aside" 
beer/soda bust at the Eagle Tavern today from 
1500 to 1900 with Lady Hilary and Evil Mommy 
Tina MC'ing. Hayden is going to compete at ABW 
so help her with the travel fund. 

Sunday, March 20 

Ms. New Jersey Leather Amanda hosts a military 
ball at the Paradise in Asbury Park, NJ to benefit 
New Jersey Chapter of AVER (American Veterans 
for Equal Rights). $20 in advance or $25 @ door. 
Need info: msnjleather2005@yahoo.com. 


Wednesday, March 23 

Leather Buddies at 933 Harrison. No cologne! No 
white sneakers. Only leather, latex, uniforms ad¬ 
mitted. Call 777-HEAD. 

Weekend, March 24-28 

Mr. Leather Germany 2005 contest in Berlin this 
Easter weekend. For more information, surf to: 
www.blf.de. 

Friday, March 25 

Leather & Uniform Night at Renegades Bar in San 
Jose from 2100 to 0100 next day. It's called 
"Good Friday Gone Bad". Demos, bootblacks, Jell- 
0 shots. For more info: sarmento@earthlink.net. 

Saturday, March 26 

Voting begins today for the 2005 Golden Dildeaux 
Awards. Ballots are $1 each. Vote early and often. 
The Awards take place on April 19 at the Eagle. 

The 15 Association monthly play party at that 
secret location. For invite, call 673-0452. 

The SF Leather Contingent in the Pride Parade 
in June meets at the Center (1800 Market St.) in 
Room 300 at 1400 hours. Nominations for male 
and female leather grand marshals will be accept¬ 
ed. Cali: 415-722-3128 if you need more informa¬ 
tion. 
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Discipline matters 

Meet the Men of Discipline, SF 


by Victor Torres 


O nce shrouded in a veil of 
mystery, the Men of Disci¬ 
pline, San Francisco, are 
now coming out of the playrooms 
and secret meeting halls to attract 
new members and associates. The 
chapter hopes to bridge the gap 
for the younger players in the 
community whd are looking for a 
safe place to explore BDSM 
among peers. According to their 
official Recruit Manual, “The Men 
of Discipline is an alternative 
Leather and Uniform Fraternity 
for gay men who are serious about 
BDSM, the leather lifestyle, and 
who practice discipline in their 
daily lives.” But that is just one of 
the many facets of the Men of Dis¬ 
cipline. 

The Men of Discipline [MOD] 
as a concept started in 1995 in 
New York City as a military-style, 
SM fraternity that combined both 
the Old Guard and the New 
Guard of the leather scene. With 
the lack of a template in leather- 
club creation and with leadership 
disagreements, the NY group dis¬ 
banded in ’97. Still, the seed was 
planted and destined to grow. The 
original members created the 
unique, leather-pride-colored in¬ 
signia, and the black military uni¬ 
form you see today. All the club 
needed was more structure and 
willing participants to join in its 
creation. 

In ’98, MOD re-emerged in 
Washington, DC, creating much 
of the framework that still stands 
today. Uniform styling based on 
the US military, finalized by-laws, 
a protocol manual, the Recruit 
Manual and the motto all came 
into being through the efforts of 
MOD DC. In ’99, the Men of Dis¬ 
cipline, San Francisco, was creat¬ 
ed. Later that year, a chapter in 
Maryland formed, but soon dis¬ 
banded in 2000. 

The SF chapter of MOD began 
with three members from MOD 
DC and MOD NY, with the pri¬ 
mary objective of recruiting more 
members to create a fully func¬ 
tioning leather club. Slowly, care¬ 
fully, the group grew in member¬ 
ship, and became a strong frater¬ 
nity. Now in its seventh year, 
MOD SF has eight active mem¬ 
bers, six fraternal members, 10 as¬ 
sociates and three new recruits. 


They have held three intensive 
BDSM, military-themed Boot 
Camp weekends, a pre-Dore Alley 
play party and a pre-Folsom Street 
Fair play party. This year, the fra¬ 
ternity hopes to hold two more 
play parties, another Boot Camp 
(in Washington, DC, with MOD 
DC), assorted bar nights and at¬ 
tendance at various leather events. 

Full house 

MOD celebrated their sixth 
anniversary and with a successful 
Back in Black party held at 
Daddy’s Bar a few weekends back. 
The party, touted as an un¬ 
fundraiser, was all about getting 
the leather crowd back into the 
bar to have some old-fashioned 
fun and friskiness. The bar was 
full from front door to back door. 
Members served dollar Jell-O 
shots and discounted Jagermeister 
shots, so the crowd was kept prop¬ 
erly lubricated and ready for ac¬ 
tion. Free door prizes were sup¬ 
plied by Titan Media, Mr. S 
Leather, Tower Records and 
friends of the MOD. There were 
also four contestants in the jock¬ 
strap and boots contest, with the 
winner walking away with a five- 


Mister Marcus 

A previous page 

Maryland Leather Sir/boy contest 
was held and although details are 
sketchy, the Leather Sir is Emanual 
Nixon and the boy winner is Boy 
Beetle. They advance to compete for 
the Mid-Atlantic Leather Sir/boy 
competition titles later this year. 

At my deadline, no results were 
received from the Mr. San Diego 
Leather contest held this past 
weekend. The winner will not 
compete at IML until May 2006. 

Mr. San Francisco 
Leather 2005 

The contest will be held on 
Saturday afternoon, September 24 
and yours truly will be producing 
it with a dynamic group of talent¬ 
ed volunteers who refuse to let the 
tradition die. Contrary to rumors 
spreading around the community, 
I, Mr. Marcus Hernandez, do not 
own the title, which is still con¬ 
trolled by a committee including 
Audrey Joseph. Progress is being 
made toward making the contest 


disk DVD player. An impromptu 
performance by Mr. Dore Alley 
2004 Tom Orr, and the DJ magic 
of Jeff Chandler kept the packed 
crowd moving to an eclectic beat. 

MOD SF is looking for physi¬ 
cally fit men who have a serious 
interest in BDSM, and practice 
discipline both in play and in real 
life. Skill level is unimportant, be¬ 
cause the group is more than 
happy to teach the basics to the in¬ 
experienced, and eager to learn 
from the experts in the communi¬ 
ty. The club is also a fraternity, so 
it’s important that all the mem¬ 
bers feel comfortable with extend¬ 
ing an invitation to someone who 
will eventually be a member. If 
you happen to catch the group out 
at a local leather bar, you can in¬ 
stantly see the bond of friendship 
and respect shared among its 
members. The Men of Discipline 
is a strong core of like-minded in¬ 
dividuals who just want to have 
fun participating in the larger 
leather community. ▼ 


Victor Torres is a member of 
Men of Discipline SF. Info: 
www.menofdiscipline.com. 


a 501(c) (3) nonprofit entity. The 
title belongs to the leather com¬ 
munity of San Francisco, not to 
me, personally. 

Watch for ads coming your 
way; it is expected that the usual 
bars and businesses will be spon¬ 
soring a contestant. 

Stay healthy, happy, and sup¬ 
portive of worthy charities, indi¬ 
viduals and events. See you next 
week with the results of the Mr. Los 
Angeles Leather 2005 contest. ▼ 


Clarification 

The March 10 feather Col¬ 
umn, "Spirit of Saint 
Louis/' which contained an 
item on the Mr. San Fran¬ 
cisco Leather contest under 
the heading "Dances with 
dish/' should have contained 
a discl<isure that the author 
of the column, Bay Area Re¬ 
porter leather columnist 
Marcus Hernandez, aka Mis¬ 
ter Marcus, is now the sole 
producer of the Mr. San 
Francisco Leather contest. 
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The Men of Discipline, San Francisco, celebrated their sixth anniversary with a Back in Black party at Daddy's. 
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Leather 
Buddies 
Wed., Mar. 23 

door 8-11pm 
play 'til 1 or 2am 


Buddies 

Parties 

Hundreds of hot guys visit 
each Thursday to Sunday;. 
Cum see why! t 


m -v 

photo (c) Bfian Theis ^ 


(41,) ,i 1 

www.blowbuddies.com 

South of Market - 933 Harrison St (@ 5th) 


A tMtt 

Nasty toys for nasty boys 


SALE 

All 

Leather Items 

10% Off 
Regular Prlce^ 


Lubes 

3ys Co,t T °y s 

Shower-shots 
Tit Clamps 

DVD’s from: 
Falcon 
Raging Stallion 
All Worlds 
Factory Video 

VacuTechPumps 
Leather Pants 
w/retroreflect stripes 
Chrome Cock-rings 
Arm/Wrist bands 
Studded Belts 
Tit Suckers 
Ball Stretchers 


1285 Folsom @ 9th 


415-252-9166 
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Liza in the Big Apple 

'New York, New York' out on DVD 


by Tavo Amador 



he success of Cabaret (’72) 
suggested that the Holly¬ 
wood musical had been res¬ 
cued from ossification by direc¬ 
tor/choreographer Bob Fosse, 
composer/lyricists Kandler and 
Ebb, and Liza Minnelli. She 
eclipsed Julie Andrews and Barbra 
Streisand because Cabaret made 
their musicals seem dated. Just 26, 
Minnelli won an Oscar to go with 
her Tony and Emmy awards. 
Many thought Minnelli had in¬ 
herited Judy Garland’s unique 
hold on audiences and would 
match her mother’s acclaim, while 
avoiding her tragedies. Unfortu¬ 
nately, they were wrong on all 
counts. 

Minnelli’s next two movies, 
Lucky Lady (’75) and A Matter of 
Time (’76), the latter directed by 
her father, Vincente Minnelli, were 
critical and popular flops. She re- 



Portraits 
Online Photos 

Steven Underhill 

Photography 

415 . 978.2463 

stevenunderhill.com 


don't you think you’ve waited long enough? 


Fridays 
The test D/'s 
spin the latest 
in Latin, Hip-Pop 
4 House music 

Free 

Before 10pm 
with Ad. 

21 + Over 
ID Required. 


'Paw not valid for «jpeeiat <ma t*. 


Saturdays 

Cumbia. 



Norteha 
& Pop 

Midnight show 
with special guest! 


The AH NEW Bench and Bar 
2111 Franklin St. @ 21st. Street. 
Oakland, Ca 94612 (510)444-2266 
www.bench-and-bar.com 



sponded by putting her cinematic 
future in the hands of Martin 
Scorsese, who would direct New 
York, New York (’77), a saga of a 
singer/actress set in the late ’40s 
and early ’50s, featuring Big Band 
music and new songs by Kandler 
and Ebb. It seemed like the ideal 
vehicle to re-establish her while 
resuscitating the genre. Sadly, it 
failed, killing her screen stardom. 
Its recent release in DVD allows 
for a reappraisal. 

Singer Francine Evans (Min¬ 
nelli) and saxophonist Jimmy 
Doyle (Robert De Niro) meet in 
’45 during a huge New York City 
celebration marking the Japanese 
surrender ending World War II. 
They fall in love while touring 
with a small-time band. They 
marry, but pregnancy forces her to 
leave the band just as she’s on the 
verge of a major breakthrough. 

Jimmy resents her achieve¬ 
ments and the unborn baby, but 
doesn’t stop her from returning to 
Manhattan to give birth. He has 
an affair with her untalented re¬ 
placement (the campy Mary Kay 
Place), but without Francine, the 
band doesn’t fill clubs. 

Francine’s pregnancy puts her 
career on hold, but her loyal agent 


(Lionel Stander) arranges some 
radio work. A record company ex¬ 
ecutive offers a contract, con¬ 
vinced she’ll become a major 
recording star. Jimmy reacts with 
boorish hostility. Francine gives 
birth to a son, divorces Jimmy, 
and soon has a hit record, “And 
the World Goes Round.” She even¬ 
tually becomes a Hollywood mu¬ 
sical comedy star. When she re¬ 
turns to New York for a major 
concert, Jimmy comes backstage. 
It’s clear they’re still drawn to each 
other. Will they reunite? 

The biggest problem with the 
movie, then and now, is Jimmy. In 
the painfully long sequence 
chronicling his meeting Francine, 
we’re meant to find his brashness 
charming, unconventional, ap¬ 
pealing. But as portrayed by De 
Niro, he’s obnoxious, self-cen¬ 
tered, someone to be avoided. 
Since Francine appears level¬ 
headed and likeable, the audience 
wonders what she sees in him. 
Throughout the tediousness of 
their stormy relationship, the 
viewer keeps asking when she’s 
going to wake up. 

Things improve with 
Francine’s success. Minnelli is in 
fine voice, singing the era’s stan- 




NEWYORK. 

NEW YORK 


dards smoothly and with re¬ 
straint. Classics like “A New Kind 
of Love,” “Once in a While,” “My 
Lucky Star,” “Just You, Just Me” are 
beautifully performed. She starts 
“The Man I Love” slowly, then 
builds to the big-belter finale, but 
it works. She delivers powerhouse 
renditions of the new songs, espe¬ 
cially the title number. The ex¬ 
tended sequence of a movie with¬ 
in the movie, called Happy End¬ 
ings, is delightful, showing what 
the picture could have achieved. 

The late Broadway star Larry 
Kert, who created the role of Tony 
in West Side Story, and starred in 
the original production of Com¬ 
pany, brings a poignant, sexy 
charm in his musical scenes with 
Minnelli. The rest of the big, 
largely unknown cast does well. 

next page ► 


Eating Out 

M Arts cover 

burn or Jean Arthur, who could 
both out-wisecrack and intimi¬ 
date the hell out of their guys. 
Stiles — in the time-out while her 
gay roommate Mark ( Desperate 
Housewives’ gay gardener Ryan 
Carnes) pretties up for a date with 
the homo-virgin Caleb (Scott 
Lunsford) — decides to poke 
Caleb about where he squats on 
the Kinsey scale. 

“Okay, so sue me, but I have to 
say it, if you’ve never tricked with 
a chick, are you sure you picked 
dick?” 

“Well, I’ve never done it with a 
dude, and I’m, you know, gay.” 

“God! You’re a virgin? A virgin 
homosexual. Let me touch you. 
What about Kyle?” 

“Oh no, we never.” 

“Thank god. You just don’t 
look right together.” 

Kyle (writer/singer Jim Ver- 
raros, popped out of the closet 
fresh off a stint as a popular con¬ 
testant on American Idol ) is an¬ 
other sharply etched, hilariously 
embittered sidekick from the 
Thelma Ritter school, with a de¬ 
tour through the Valerie Harper 
school and maybe even the Cloris 
Leachman school. Kyle plants the 
gay-for-a-date bug in Caleb, who’s 
frustrated after a botched porn- 
dream trick with voluptuous Tififi- 
ni (Rebekah Kochan). Kyle, his 
world-weary sarcasm undercut by 
furtive glances at Caleb’s gym- 
trained six pack, explains Faux 
Gay 101. 

“Being gay is more than listen¬ 
ing to good music and eating low- 
fat foods. There are certain things 
you have to do to convince the 
general public.” 

“We could stage a bashing.” 

“No, what you need to do is 
find the loudest queen on campus 
and smoke his pole.” 

Gay uncle 

Eating Out’s creator Q. Allan 
Brocka has filmmaking in his 
DNA, being a nephew of the cele¬ 
brated out Philippine director 
Lino Brocka, who gained interna¬ 
tional acclaim for films critical of 



(Left to right:) Tiffini (Rebekah Kochan), Gwen (Emily Stiles), Marc 
(Ryan Carnes), Caleb (Scott Lunsford), Kyle (Jim Verraros), director Q. 
Allan Brocka (kneeling) of Eating Out. 


the Marcos dictatorship, but who 
died in 1991, before young Allan 
(born in Guam, educated in Seat¬ 
tle) could meet him. “I was always 
told I had an uncle in the Philip¬ 
pines who was a filmmaker. He 
was prolific, respected and also 
queer. It’s amazing to have such a 
role model in my family who I 
never got to meet.” 

Brocka says his filmmaking 
bug came by way of exposure to 
the Steven Spielberg-inspired film 
Goonies, and by a favorite toy. “I 
got a super-8 camera, and my first 
movies were little Lego movies of 
Lego cities getting destroyed by 
dinosaurs.” Later, Brocka would 
create little plastic-brick people 
for his animation short series Rick 
and Steve, the Happiest Gay Cou¬ 
ple in the World. As IndieWire’s 
Tim LaTorre wickedly noted, 
“Three words say it all: mastur¬ 
bating Lego penis.” 

Eating Out’s piece de resistance, 
the scene that makes it an antidote 
to a decade of self-castrating gay 
characters on Will & Grace, is the 
15 minutes we get to sit in the 
head of a straight boy as he’s si¬ 
multaneously seduced by a 
woman on the phone and a guy in 
his crotch. 

“The version of it that’s in the 
film is actually the first draft of the 


script. I never really rewrote it. 
There are all these movies where a 
gay guy has sex with a woman, 
and I just wanted it to be the other 
way around: I wanted a straight 
guy to have sex with a man, and it 
not be because he was a closet case 
or that he was really gay and just 
homophobic or afraid of his own 
sexuality. And I used this guy in 
my class as the model: what would 
have to happen for me to be able 
to get with him. I sort of put my¬ 
self in his head. And after we read 
that scene in class, he came up and 
said, ‘I could see myself doing 
that.’ That was the ultimate com¬ 
pliment, and I knew I shouldn’t 
change a word.” 

Brocka says the challenge of 
shooting a full-length story, even 
with lightweight digital cameras, 
in the desert in under 10 days, was 
met through the talent and spunk 
of an amazing core cast. 

“Emily Stiles: her entire por¬ 
tion of the scene was done in one 
take. It’s one wide shot that slow¬ 
ly pushes in to a close-up. That’s 
all we could afford to do. The 
other two guys, we have a master 
and two close-ups of them. It just 
all had to be in their faces and 
their delivery. They’re so beautiful 
and so compelling that they made 
next page ► 
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NY, NY 

◄ previous page 

The movie looks sensational. 
Scorsese and production designer 
Boris Levin recreate the ’40s and 
early ’50s beautifully. Cinematog¬ 
rapher Laslo Kovacs photographs 
Minnelli extremely well. With the 
exception of one ghastly hat, 
Theodora van Runkle’s costumes 
are knockouts, accentuating Min¬ 
nelli’s slim figure and gorgeous 
legs. Sydney Guilaroff’s wigs re¬ 
capture the era’s hairstyles, which 
suit Minnelli very well. 

Earl MacRauch and Marouk 
Martin may have imagined their 
script had the heartbreak of A Star 
Is Born (’54), Garland’s great mu¬ 
sical melodrama. But that film’s 
male lead (James Mason), though 
flawed, convinced audiences that 
he loved Garland enough to sacri¬ 
fice himself for her happiness. In 
contrast, despite the lavish atten¬ 
tion Scorsese gives De Niro’s 


Jimmy, he remains unsympathet¬ 
ic, alarmingly close to Travis 
Brickie in Taxi Driver (’76). Only 
when he apologizes for his brutal 
remarks about the baby is he 
moving, but by then it’s too late. 

New York, New York was made 
by MGM, the studio where Min¬ 
nelli’s parents met, married and 
worked. Indeed, Guilaroff had 
often dressed Garland’s hair. Al¬ 
though her second marriage, to 
Jack Haley, Jr. (son of the Tin 
Woodsman in The Wizard ofOz), 
was ending, Minnelli was roman¬ 
tically involved with Scorsese, a 
lover of Hollywood’s Golden Age. 
She must have felt these were all 
good omens. The script suggests 
Francine will survive the pitfalls of 
stardom and have a happy life. In 
hindsight, the failure of New York, 
New York forecast trouble of all 
kinds for Liza Minnelli, which 
makes it sadder still. As for movie 
musicals, audiences had to wait 
until ’02’s Chicago to find magic 
again. T 


Eating Out 

M previous page 

the scene work.” 

As a huge American Idol fan, 
Brocka was eager to convince the 
now-out-of-the-closet, former 
Idol star Jim Verraros to play 
straight hunk Caleb’s gay room¬ 
mate Kyle. 

Raised in a far-flung suburb of 
Chicago by deaf parents (a Greek- 
born father and American moth¬ 
er), Verraros says his was a road- 
rage, nightmare version of the 
American dream. 

“Crystal Lake is very straight 
and non-accepting of homosexu¬ 
als, that’s for sure. I was gay- 
bashed every day in junior high, 
and I wasn’t even out at the time. 
When you’re a kid like that, all you 
want to do is just fit in, and ap¬ 
parently I didn’t. I hadn’t hit pu¬ 
berty as quick as the other guys in 
my class. I wasn’t involved in 
sports, and that was threatening. 
Once high school came around, I 
found my niche, and everything 
clicked.” 

Verraros says having two deaf 
parents forced him to grow up 
quickly, becoming the family’s in¬ 
terpreter from the age of six. “It 
kind of allowed me to be close and 
comfortable with adults.” Verraros 
attributes this heightened maturi¬ 
ty with helping him achieve suc¬ 
cess as a singer/actor, starting in 
junior high. 

His coming out took place in 
stages: first, to himself at 18, after a 


furtive kiss with another boy; then, 
to his parents, who were totally ac¬ 
cepting; and finally, in a public way 
in the Advocate in early 2003, after 
finishing with American Idol. 

“I don’t think that I was pre¬ 
pared to be a spokesperson for ho¬ 
mosexuality, but I welcomed the 
responsibility with open arms, 
and I had to deal with a lot of 
youth around the world e-mailing 
me and telling me how much they 
appreciated me coming out.” 

Verraros says he wasn’t put off 
by the rumors circulating around 
Idol sensation Clay Aiken. “Well, 
other than the fact that he is, you 
know, pretty gay just by looking at 
him. To be honest, it didn’t give 
me any trepidation. Me and Clay 
Aiken are two separate artists. I 
think it’s so funny how the gay, 
community is so interested in his 
sexuality and with giving him 
some attention when he hasn’t 
given the gay community any at¬ 
tention. Clearly he’s not ready, 
clearly it’s an issue, clearly he’s 
nervous by it, clearly he has some¬ 
thing to hide, and that’s unfortu¬ 
nate, because I think now is a re¬ 
ally great time, and we need more 
openly gay individuals, especially 
in the entertainment industry.” 

Verraros, whose maturity, sin¬ 
cerity and deft comic timing inject 
erotic appeal in a supposedly geeky 
character, says his favorite scene 
involves sharing a hot kiss with 
Ryan Carnes’ Mark. “Ryan was 
great. We didn’t rehearse that kiss¬ 
ing at all. He’s an amazing kisser.” 
Opens Friday at the Castro. ▼ 


World music 
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help create music with a distinct 
national identity. In the 10 years 
following, he produced a large 
body of colorful compositions 
with a distinctly Mexican and rev¬ 
olutionary flavor. 

In 1936, Revueltas became sec¬ 
retary-general of the League for 
Revolutionary Artists and Writers, 
and visited Spain to show his sup¬ 
port for the anti-Fascist move¬ 
ment. Seeing his hopes for free¬ 
dom seemingly defeated by the 
darkening political landscape, he 
returned to Mexico disillusioned. 
He continued to compose and 
drink excessively until he died of 
pneumonia at age 41. 

Performed by the Ebony Band 
of Amsterdam, the disc begins 
with one of Revueltas’ most fa¬ 
mous compositions, “Sensemaya.” 
Usually heard in its spectacular 
orchestral version, this short, sav¬ 
agely rhythmic piece about the rit¬ 
ualistic killing of a poisonous 
snake is offered in its original 



form for 15 instruments. 

Most striking is the final work 
on the disc, the three-movement 
Hommaje a Frederico Garda 
Lorca, a tribute to the great Span¬ 
ish homosexual poet who was 
slain in 1936 by Fascist soldiers. 
The first movement, “Bade,” starts 
mournfully, but quickly transi¬ 
tions into a bizarre carnival bur¬ 
lesque of Mexican peasant music. 
After the mournful “Duelo por 
Garda Lorca,” the concluding 
movement, “Son,” represents a 
distinctly Mexican celebration 
around a gravesite. This is great 
music from a man whose voice 
must be heard. ▼ 
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MASSAGE 


Luis CMT 

Professional 
Peep Tissue 
Swedish 
Massag 



Brian 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBrian.com 


Deep Tissue 

Shiatsu 

Swedish 




BODY2RELAX 

Alejandro CMT 

415.297.8360 

body2relax@ 

YAHOQ.COM 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 
FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MII\IUTES/$40 
CALL:925-682-5B75 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_EU 

YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

OUT $60 

DAVE 395-9354 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 

E12 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and social programs. 

Roger 707-525-1771 

E12 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck«(510)388-4941 

Ell 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,,33/5'6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 


Michad CMT 
81206929 




NATIVE 
WORK 

^ _ Empower 

TKm ■ 
Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 

hitler, cmt 
!s)447-2700 


LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 


Balancing Touch 

Therapeutic and relaxing. 
Skillfully blending Acupressure, 
Hawaiian Lomilomi, Cranio- 
Sacral, Jin Shin Jyutsu and 
Hot Magical Stones. Non-sexual. 
Ramona 415.374.8963 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT (415) 255-1164 

E13 

Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 5'7" 135# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 
In/Out calls - Nick 415-690-6552 

Ell 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 

_Ell 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

E12 

Magnificent Massage "Huge Hands" 
Relax, Nurture. Rich 510-207-0545 


FERNANDO 


Swedish 

and 

deep 

' I tissue mas^ 

1 sage |f 

J( in and out ||| 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 




QUALITY 

BODYWORK 

Deep Swedish 
Shiatsu 

Energy Healing 
12 yrs. exp. 
$60/hr $85/90min. 

Ed Brophy, MA, CMT 
415-244-5486 


e* 

P p. 

■L. * 


Ecstasy or Berlin 

€MT wm & 
m smz&mtma 0mm.m 

& k $m 

Pfi»p:415450-4333 



MASSAGE • COACHING 
Loss & Grief Work 

5i0-8*>0-8768 
AHPOOO.COM 
Bill Fitzgerald • Practitioner 


f 

MASSAGE BY 

TONYc.m.t. 

r 



1 (415)409-1434 1 
cel# (510) 289-8303| 


EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing 
To Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510-418-0979 Or Go 
To Website: Bradinberkeley.com e ^ 

Vallejo:Massage4Men(925)200-6236 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 


mm 
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Jliilix 


MASSAGE 






„ K * DEEP 
I f> TISSUE 

Passage 

5-640-2836 

Gift%ards Available 



Sore Muscles? 

Call one of our 
Certified Massage 
Therapists 
to get some "relief"! 


Bay4reaJ? 


REAIIEPORTER 



SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

www.SomaHands.com 

415-864-6384 



I Dave Gerdes 

M.A., C.M.T. 

Bodywork & Coaching 

rAj" ' "integral massage" 
for appt. - 415.497.^200 

www.indeerpark.net 







Swedish/Shiatsu 

415 . 505.4351 


Castro Certified *0nly $50 / $70 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur * 415-621-4517 

Ell 

Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 

Playful Massage. Nude, Table 415- 
934-9325. Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 

E14 

Magical Massage Mastery that heals 
while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364. 

_E15 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique Style Therapeutic And Erotic 
Massage In Front Of A Fireplace. 

Out Calls Available Also. Johnny 
505-3060 

Ell 

EASTBAY NUDE MASSAGE 

For A Warm, Erotic Experience 
Enjoy A Nude Fullbody Massage. 
$40/hr • Jim 510-527-7630 

E12 

Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com 

_E13 

CUTE ASIAN CMT 

26Y0 Fit Smooth Hot Nice Nude 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage & 

More Union Square 415 368-4628^ 

24 Y.O. 5'8 x 150 Strt., Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 994-9409 

Ell 

Prostate Massage For Health And 
Intense "Bliss." Plus Full-Body. 

60 In 989-7736 Union Sq Area 

SOMAHANDS.COM 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage By 
Handsome Fit Professional. 

Scott CMT 415/864-6384 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, Energetic And Athletic. 
Fernando CMT 510-325-7725 In/Out 



MI YOU MTi A MASSEUR 

: 35j^511“ 1801*44 e, 82*181/2 a 


gified and licensed lie. #B8Q8C 

P Days and Evenings 

{puertorkancmW .com 

1415 ) 647-4423 


COMPASSIONATE 
SENSUAL TOUCH 

Sensual Swedish Full Body 
Massage. Very Friendly Intuitive 
Handsome CMT. Trim, 49. Private 
Studio. All Amenities. $60/Hr 
$75/90Min. Call Del 415-722-1406 3 

Sexy Jock, Italian, 6', 175 Lbs, 8" 
Sensual Massage, Plus! In/Out 
John (510) 658-2437 

www.SfGaymassage.com 

E20 

HOT AND SEXY LATINO 

For Erotic Massage 28y/o 150Lbs 5/8 
Handsome Masculine And Friendly 
Call Luis 336-0419 In Or Out 

_Ell 

ASIAN EAST BAY 

Sensual Full Body Massage 
In $50, Out $60,510-420-0112 Kenji 

CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY CALLING 
DREW @415-255-0850 
31,511", 175 Lbs. Outgoing. Strong 
Hands. No Attitude. Email Me: 
Massagebydrew@earthlink.net ^ 

Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 650 367-7528 ? 

Eb/Sb/Pen.Therapeutic Discreet, Nude, 
Deep Tissue. Latino/Asian 
In/Out, $60/70. Prostate Option. 
Shower. 650-669-2058 Paul ^ 

Cute Asian Latino CMT 5'7" 135 

EROTIC SWEDISH MASSAGE 

Relaxing Sensual & Playful 
$65/60 Min. or $80/90 Min. 

Miguel 706-7964 In The Castro 

VALENTE 

Massage By Sexy Mexican 
www.gaydar.co.uk/valentemx 
Cell: 415-342-1675 

HOT MUSCLE ASIAN 

Swedish DeepTissue (415)830-7103 



Call RON 

(415) 260-2649 
Body 

$100-2 hr Oeep Tissue 

25 - 5’ 7” - 138 Pressure 

f Therapeutic 

Sensual 


Professional Foot & Body 
with Aroma Oils 


THAI MASSAGE 



San Jose - Full Body - Swedish CMT 
$40/Hr - $55/90 min. - Same Day Appt 
8am-9pm Daily - Showers Available 
408-288-6169 Anthony - Air Cond >E & 

Erotic, Sensual Massage. Hot Boy 
22, Friendly. 415-410-4105 Out 

Sensuality and Sensibility 

www.tgpraxis.net 

415-505-8980 

E17 

Hot Canadian Jock w/10" Is Back 
Fun, Friendly, & Sexy! 510", 

160#, 10 x 6. Massage and More. 
24/7. In/Out. Vince 415 571-3971 n 

15+ yrs Exp., Full Tension Release 

*MID-PENINSULA CMT* 

In/Out, Days/Eves, Tom 650-345-7318 

Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

FOR MEN BY MAN 

EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
415 595-3091 Colombianmassage.com 

MASSAGE BY CUTE GWM 
MASSEUR, CMT 

I combine Swedish, Shiatsu, Reflexol¬ 
ogy and Deep Tissue With A Sensuous 
Touch. Fit, 5'9" 145lbs Blond. SF 
Or Marin 415 225-4081 In/Out. 

Erotic Essential Self April '05 
415 505-8980 www.tgpraxis.net 

PRIMO MANTOUCH 

Full Body Massage + Energy Work 
For Men Who Want It All!! 

CALL TOM 510-251-2480 

Ell 

Asian Massage 

FOR SENIORS ONLY 

In And Out 
415-806-3150 David 

_Ell 

FOOT MASSAGE 

FEET HURT? CALLUS? BUNION? 

CMT - Feet/Body 

Call Josh 415-497-3499 

E14 

SUPERIOR MASSAGE 

Soothing, Nurturing Touch For ‘ 

Body, Mind, And Spirit. Clean, 

Pvt Castro Loc. Table. $50/Hr. 
$75/90 Min. Peter • 415-298-3309 
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illiilliHtl 


MASSAGE 



www.ripeboys.com/steven 



Jay 


Swedish 


Massage 


CMT 

*0Tfy 


415-407-9424 

HRs10am-7pm Monday-Saturday 

jjwagnerl 970@yahoo.com 



a 

i 

a 

511” • 195# 
Masculine 47yo 

i 

sa 

| 

Deep Swedish 
7am-11pm In/Out 

I 

EHiHi 

510.601.6995 



ean &*&” 2401bs 
$7 5/In 
415,225.7743 




ThePowerO ff ouch 
.com 


www.MassageByMack.com 

510 . 237.2248 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Body-Electric CMT Offers Ta'ntric 
Massage, Butt-Prostate, Colonics And 
More. 10am-9pm 510 437-1999 Paul 

WWW.KINKMASSAGE.COM 

Ell 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing 
To Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510-418-0979 With 
Photos At: Bradinberkeley.com 


Young Brown Uncut *24/7* 540-0269 


EROTIC! NUDE! 

MASSAGE! 

Full Body By Masc. Vgl 6' 165# 30w 
Trim & Shave, Too. Jeff 4094076 


INTEGRATIVE BODYWORK 

Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 415 552-7417 
www-fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html 


RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Deep Tissue Massage Performance In 
The Nude. Mutual Touch & Release. 
Visa/Mc/Amex/Discover. Steven, 
CMT. (415) 626-4800 
WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM/STEVEN 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Skilled Intuitive Swedish, Therapeutic, 
Sports & Steamin' Hot Nude Erotic 
Touch In Warm Clean Studio Nr Dolores 
Park By Tall Muse Blond w/Strong 
Hands/60Min = $85, 90Min =$100, 
2Hrs = $120: Heron Saline, CMT 
415/706-9740 Also: Tantra, Hypno¬ 
sis & Deep Hot Prostate Work ** Leave 
Feeling Good! 


SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT3204)302 

NOB HILLUSQUARETL 

Deep Nurturing Strong Touch 
Great Massage Great Price 
Curious? Call Kris CMT 
415 531-2144 Non-Sexual Outcall 


St. Pat's Massage Special! 
Call Mack-415 350-0968 


www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT (415) 255-1164 


Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 5'7" 135# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 
In/Out calls - Nick 415-690-6552 


SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 


RETREAT 

Ecstatic Gatekeepers 552-7417 
www.fleshandspirit.org 

24 Y.O. 5'8 x 150 Strt., Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 994-9409 


Prostate Massage For Health And 
Intense "Bliss." Plus Full-Body. 
60 In 989-7736 Union Sq Area 


SOMAHANDS.COM 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage By 
Handsome Fit Professional. 

Scott CMT 415/864-6384 


TENNIS LESSONS 
OFFERED 
MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr 

Ell 

Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 650 367-7528 

E27 

Eb/Sb/Pen. Therapeutic Discreet, Nude, 
Deep Tissue. Latino/Asian 
In/Out, $60/70. Prostate Option. 
Shower. 650-669-2058 Paul 


Cute Asian Latino CMT 5'7" 135 

EROTIC SWEDISH MASSAGE 

Relaxing Sensual & Playful 
$65/60 Min. or $80/90 Min. 

Miguel 706-7964 In The Castro 


VALENTE 

Massage By Sexy Mexican 
www.gaydar.co.uk/valentemx 
Cell: 415-342-1675 


Hot Canadian Jock w/10" Is Back 
Fun, Friendly, & Sexy! 5'10", 

160#, 10 x 6. Massage and More. 
24/7. In/Out. Vince 415 571-3971 

Ell 





Erotic Massage 
Enrique * Host/Travei 

65O.2i9.2766 


NEW IN TOWN 

LATIN BOY 



www -MassageStlid- C0M 

415.260.5214 



Therapeutic and Sensual 
Deep Tissue 

Various Dptidns Available 


Hey Suzy, Nice Camel Toe! 



Experienced Hands Provide Integrated 
Swedish, Sports, Deep Tissue Massage 
with a Sensitive Approach. 

Jefe CMT, 994-4665 




THURSDAY 
MARCH 17 


10PM - 1AM 
AT THE POWERHOUSE 

1347 Folsom Street (between 9th/10th) 


SnilfilBTL 


CONTESTANTS SHOULD ARRIVE BY 9:30PM 


2006 calendar photographer: 

steven underhill 

www.stevenunderhill.com 

WWW.SOMABARECHESTCALENDAR.ORG 

WWW.POWERHOUSE-SF.COM 

BENEFITTING AIDS EMERGENCY FUND & POSITIVE RESOURCE CENTER 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
VICTOR ARIMONDI 
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liiiiimB 


MODELS/ESCORTS 









RICARDO 

25 yo, S’lO", 175# 

www.latino4men.com 



Most Scenes 
Fetish 


In/Out Calls 
415-540-7410 


Bigmuscle.com 
Profile #44812 


SAMOTH 

6 ’ • 188 # of 
Lean Muscle Mass 


New To SF from Texas 

STRICKLY TOP 

9x7 Hard Tool XXX Thick 
Masculine • Attractive 

Thirty Something 
6am to Midnight. Chemical Free 

Vincent • $110 * Out Only 
415.A10.6369 


AFFECTION STUD 

29 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleanout 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 e 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 



6 , 2"/160Lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

415-596-0734 • SHAWN * 

HORNY 21 YO WM 

HOT COLLEGE STUD 

$120/Hr. Outcalls Only 


LET’S PARTY 9” 

(415) 775-4771, 24 Hours. 


Butch Hunk, 32, 5'8" 155# 7.5ct 

HELLA FINE VERS STUD 

Make U Shoot Hard! 415-640-4045 

E12 


Homy 24y/o Smooth Bottom 57" 135# 

HOT BLONDE BOY 

In/Out Calls - Sean 415-210-1526 


WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM 


24 HOURS 

BROWN HAIR 9 IN 29 IN WAIST 

305-3003 


Domination BD CBT TT SM FF ... 

RYKER LEATHER TOP 

Muscular Built Handsome 6' 180# 
Playroom Toys 596-2737 


AFROCUBAN BOY 

Avail 24/7 57 1301b 8cut 25yo 
Vers Mod Hairy Out and In 
415-336-4188 Domingo 


Latin Macho Hunk 6' 190. Well 
Defined Body, Strong Legs, Big Bub¬ 
ble Butt, Big Balls, Very Well Hung, 
& Versatile. Call Joe 
415-225-4963 


Cute Boy, 22, Smooth, Slender. 
Call (415) 410-4105 Out Only. 


HOT SALSA 

Handsome, Smooth Slender, Hung 
Latino. Any Area. Travel. Easy 
going, masc. & discreet 415-577-8846. e 


Mike, 40,5'10",190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, (415) 863-8932 


-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6’3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 




SF Musclebear Big Built & Hung 
Stud For Hire Chuck 209 481-6361 

_E13 

29yo Latin Top Uncut Smooth 138 
57" Safe Steamy $120 Pgr 313-0347 


TOUGH TOP F**K 

Hndsm 6' Br/BI Fun + Nasty lOTLTop 
Fmdly $100/0ut Matt 415-845-8042 


SEXY MAN-BOY! 

Smooth, Athletic Top 

PICTURE AVAILABLE 

OUT CALL IVAN (415) 756-7714 

HOTMUSCLEBOY 

Lean Muscular Bod, 5'10" 145# 
Very Handsome, Versatile 
Out Only. 831-915-1222 Jay 


HOT TOP 9.5X6 

Thick And Cut. Friendly Companion 
Slim, Handsm/Attr Young Man, 33. 
From Mild To Wild. Leather/Kink + 
Out Calls Only. Beginners Welcome. 
(415) 860-8549, www.Mitch4rentcom 


6'3" 250#, Furry Muscle 

BIKER TOP 

415-596-6235 • DaddyBruno.com^ 

FF Pulls Easter Rabbit From Your 
Ass! Morlex In SF 679-3320 


"The Top Who Knows How 2" 

AGGRESSIVE STUD 

Hot S/M Who Is Rough, Dominant + 
Ready For Hardcore Action, Verbal, 
Long Lasting. Ball Busting 9 Inched 
No Holds Barred Top! FF CBT 
Spanking. Expert Skills. 415-410- 
6369 Call Back Required. Ask For 
"Mac" The Man. Hot & Sane. 


WHO’S YOUR DADDY??? 

Str8 S&M Muscle!! 415-336-1863 

Ell 

HOT BLK COLLEGE BOY 

21 5'11" 145 Smooth 
Ryan 415-713-7098 


10” HUNG, THICK 

And Always Hard! 6'2", 190Lbs, 
32w, 46c, 26yo. 6-Pack Blk/Brn 
Smooth Bubble Butt Top. Nice Guy- 
Private In/Out HIV - 

415*518*2716 STD FREE! 
“DIESEL” 


HUNG 9X7UC TOP 

6'2", 165# Swimmers Build 

415*240*9986 


BLACK BODYBUILDER 
220LBS 6’2 (209) 914-2770 
SAFE ONLY 


Asian 415 370 7925 
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HHIillM 


MODELS/ESCORTS 



Jake Walker 

#1 Rated Escort in S.F. 


•30 y.o., 6ft., 170# 

• 8" cut thick 

• Italian/French background 

• Hot & MASCULINE IT 

• Sexy Blue eyes E 

• Exceptional good looks 

• ZERO Attitude!! 

• Very DISCREET & Professional 


<««) 412-1451 


ASIAN TOP 

$80/$ 100 * JIM 269-5707 

•E14 

Andy 21 y/o. 140#, 5'8", Brn/Hzl, 
Furry, Top/Vers. Outcall Only, Imagi¬ 
nations Welcomed, Up For Almost 
Anything. Partner(s) Available. 
$200Hr 510/593-0716. 

_ Ell 

10” BLK ADONIS 

Horse Hung Top Cut Thick 10 x 7 
25 Sweet Sexy Discreet Student! 
Outcalls Only! Jason 415 724-4796 

___ Ell 

8 1/2 UNCUT 

Marco Downtown 346-8439 

_Ell 

FIREFIGHTER 

6'1", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

_ 

HOT LIVE SHOW! 

Sexy Young Couple Will Perform 
Live. Watch Or Join. 24/7, In/Out. 
Colter And Claire. 

415 571-3971 

_ EU 

MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls only. 

Hot, Masculine, Buzzcut, Goatee 

SHVD. HEAD STUD 

6Ft. Ez-Goin' Well-Hung, Big Balls 
Clint * 415-540-5311 * In/Out - 24 Hrs 
www.geocities.com/swingonmy- 
thingsf/Clint.html 2 see my pics 

COWBOY TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, Muscled. 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage ^ 

DUTCH/HISPANIC 23 YRS 

57", 145, Hung Uncut 

Slim, Smooth, Versatile 

Black Hair Hazel Eyes 

Pg. 415 540-0161 Outcalis Andre 

Prototypelover@aol.com 

SOUTH BAY LATIN 

36yr 6' 165# Masculine 100% 
Versatile 8x5 Uncut Well Built 
Nice Bud, Tattoo, Goatee, Will Travel 
In/Out Call Junior @ 

408-607-5113 


TopSFstud.com 



J 


www.tommybfgboy. 

TOMMY iox6 u/c 
EUROPEAN TOP 



Puerto Rican/Italian 
24/7 Call MARIO 


415 * 430*7838 

mauriclo3u@peoplepc.com 


DEVIN 26YRS 

VERS/BTTM 

Black Male, 5'll" 160lbs, 31w, 8" 
cut ~ Very Sexy ~ Smooth Toned 
Body In/Out (510) 710-9308 
~ Email For Pictures ~ Dev- 

inAcolby@comcast.net ei 

Handsome Confident Italian Top 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Super Hung 10 x 7 415-256-6743 ^ 

Butch Hunk, 32, 5'8" 155# 7.5ct 

HELLA FINE VERS STUD 

Make U Shoot Hard! 415-640-4045 

E12 

AFROCUBAN BOY 

Avail 24/7 57 1301b 8cut 25yo 
Vers Mod Hairy Out and In 
415-336-4188 Domingo 



|ta san francisco, CA 94103 

17-3980. fax:[415] 487-1972 


vww.soundworks-sf.cbm 

e4n^il:sndwrks@best.com 






SHAKE YOUR BASKET... 

H^TLE^&a-NchNo 

I Erjray, March 25 
§■ fiuL 9 -Midnight 


’1347 Folsom San Francisd/'CA 415*552*8689 powtrhow^^gom 


Tired of seeing things in black and white? So are we! 
Now you can have your ad in full sassy 


COLOR, that's right, COLO R ! fiw Area Report.. 




Contact David or Elsa for 
rates and info. 

Phone: 415.861.5019 
Email: BARadv@aol.coni 


Oh, David, that's fabulous. 

But, um, dear...why are you reading 
the personals in the B A.R ,11 


Elsa Darling, Guess what? The 
section in the B.A.R are now in 
Isn't that just the most! 


'Personals' 

color! 
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I / LIVE 
> LOCAL]* 
l\ MEN /• 


PEOPLE 


Strictly 


^ Record & Listen to personal ads 

i HKS©5 

JF code: ioio 


415-247-2000 

510-814-6699 

707-522-5001 

916-489-9800 

209-473-5959 

559-271-9999 

19+ drtjt* CosnsBtcattou. UK. 140M2S-1SM 


Hot 

local Guys! 

73m • Area s hottest ehat/me 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect iive! 
* Try it for 


415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 






► Live Talk 

* Meet Ads 

* Voice Mail 
24 Hours 

$ 2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

(415) 981-8123 


SAN FRANCISC9 


SaWMNK PARTY 

' •<. 1 2ND Ml. EACH MONTH 

3 \ ' mvtTC SESSIONS USI «1MIL«BLE 

Et> 415.8612766 


WHO’S WAITING FOR YOU? ™ 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 

Good Head Sonoma County 
Call Days 707-823-3895 

Bare Assed Spanking. 
Experienced, Safe 
DaddyHoward 929 1185 


MUSIC LOVER 
SEEKS SAME! 

GWM, professional, 54, HIV-, brn 
hair & eyes, 5'11" av build, Loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. ISO fellow music afi¬ 
cionado in his 30's or 40's, HIV-, at¬ 
tractive, upbeat attitude & playful 
wit! San Jose or San Francisco Bay 
Areas preferred. Visit httpv/gaymillion- 
aireslub.com client ad 2738 (FREE) 


San Francisco 

415.402.1010 

San Jose 

408.257.4411 

Berkeley 

510.859.2000 

Pleasanton 

925.426.5588 

Palo Alto 

650.223.0200 

Find Your Number 

1.800.777.8000 


FREE TRIAL 


CODE: 2160 


www.lnteractiveMale.com 
1.900.505.2323 ($1.99/min.) 18+ 


BAffii 


K 


1.900.226.7036 


Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don't want to use the #9 00 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time"' with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time™ ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

Seek Older Bear Or Slim Man 

BM 46yo 185lbs 5'10" big tits, smooth ass, needs 
a hard tool and mouth. Love when you show mus¬ 
cle. 38 or older. S 71506 


Dark Skin Mexican Latin G-Looking 

40 yrs. H-5:07 W157lb. versatile legal resident of 
SF. Slim, muscular body. Lite hair on body nice 
ass/dick ISO GWM/GLM 30/45 yrs. 5:05/5:10 
150/160 lbs. versatile. Size unimportant. No 
drugs, smoking, or heavy drinkers. S 71502 


Older Cigar Or Pipe Smokers 

LM 6', 165Lbs. dk hr. I'm looking for a much 
older M who regularly smokes cigars or pipes & 
enjoys a lot of affection, deep kissing, & other oral 
pleasures. Not into gay lifestyle. Sf 71497 


50s German Looking To Meet Men 

Blonde German looking to meet guys between 
50-60. Disease free, sense of humor, friendship 
wanted - I'm just a simple Joe. fi? 71503 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

Can Old Dogs Learn New Tricks? 

Masculine WM life-long pussy eater seeking over 
65 senior to train me to be your on-call oral plea¬ 
sure provider. Q 71508 


Kewl Blue Collar Top ISO Boy Pup 

GWM 39 with an edge for sexual pleasures, and 
very good at it. ISO tall slim white boy that knows 
how to play hard. Think it's you? Reply! S 
71504 


Endowed Black Man, 50,5’9”, 180 

Needs oral servicing daytimes M-F from a mature, 
oral expert, either clean shaven or moustache 
only. No age limit, all races welcome. Direct 
phone required. S 71501 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38, 5'11" 175#, seeks well 
built bottom with nice ass for over the knee spank¬ 
ings, role playing and plowing your ass Q 71496 


Caucasian Bottom For Asian Top 

Mature talented white bottom wants to pleasure 
Asian top w/my muscular tan line butt! Q 71498 


Pose For Male Nude Photos!! 

Photographers in East Bay looking for in-shape 
male models for nude, artistic, erotic and sensual 
photos. We want to put you in pictures. Call and 
join the fun! S 71494 


FETISHES 

Oral Sex Coach For Your Ladies 

They learn watching me deep-throat our meat/Uck 
sweat off balls/eat ass/gulp piss; your moans cue 
action for them! S3 71507 


Married Straight Into Whipping 

Do you have dungeon and desire to punish bad 
boys? I need a good whipping. I have whips for 
you to use on my bare back, ass, legs. S 71505 


Masc 50 Role Play Showing Off 

5'10" 170lbs into getting serviced by talented 
mouth from older in shape suit and tie fit 71500 


Bi - Threesome Ravish - 69 More 

Me Mr. xx. Age 57 - ISO all bi - couples (21 - 
45) for bi - threesome. 69 all day. French /Greek 
+ + + Drag - Queens too - + + + No Drugs. Only 
"bi" S 71499 


Nude Wrestle 

GWM, 5'8", 160 Lbs, seeking slim sized oppo¬ 
nents for nude battle to pin or submission. Be 
clean and competitive. S 71495 



fi/UfiXLK 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 



Daytime Telephone 


Evening Telephone 


State Zip 


| CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
I Seeking Relationship □ 
I Seeking Adventure □ 
I Lesbian □ 

I Fetishes Q 

| Couples □ 

| Others □ 

I_ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


J 


































































































PEOPLE 


XXX WEB 



fiFM BS 

FALCON STUDIOS 

READY TO SHOW YOUR STUFF? 
FALCON STUDIOS, 

The premiere gay adult video com¬ 
pany, is holding an open casting call 
on March 25, 2005, 3-6PM. Must 
be 18yo with proof of ID. For 
more info, call 321-6629. 


OLDER MEN 
WANTED 

4 XXX videos and modeling. Only 
55+ men. Good pay call mark 
626-473-2765 or 
modelssf@older4me.com 


FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off+Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 




Available in 
58 cities. 
Find 
men 

wherever 
you are! 


At 

least 

5,500 

men 

online 

at all 

times! 


DEADLINE 


RATES 


First line, Regular 6.00 
All subsequent lines 4.00 
CAPS double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 


I. PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


EPORTER 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here Y 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415,861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


L L 


I I I 


I I I 


I I I 


I I I 


I I I 


I I I 


I I I 


I I I 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


3-Digit Security Code 


X-BOLD s 


BOLD Stops Here 1 


—I I-1-1-1 


I I L 


Mill 


I II 1 1 


1 I I I I 


I I I I,. .1 


I 1 1 I I 


I I I I I 


I I 


I I 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Amount Enclosed 


Regular Stops Here ^ 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
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TELEVISION NETWORK 

Television created by the Gay Community for the Gay Community 

WE INVITE SAN FRANCISCO TO 

EXPERIENCE 

Q TELEVISION NETWORK,. 
GAY NEWS 
GAY TRAVEL 

GAY SPORTS Official Network 

of Gay Games® VII 

GAY DOCUMENTARIES 
GAY LIVE TALK SHOWS 
ORIGINAL PROGRAMMING 
24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK 
3 HOURS OF LIVE INTERACTIVE PROGRAMMING DAILY 



1 

CHICAGO 2006 


~cs>- 



CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CABLE PROVIDER ON HOW YOU CAN GET 
Q TELEVISION NETWORK IN YOUR HOME 
Q IS A PUBLICLY TRADED COMPANY / QBID 

877 - 204-2988 

www.qtelevision.com 


RCN 

Channel 255 

















